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Theatre-Royal ;n DUBLIN* 

Sir, *' 

THO' the following Sheets 
are the Defcriptibn of a. 
Theatrical Common-wealth,, in 
every Relped: diredly the Re- 
verfe of that Order and Regula- 
rity you have eftablifhed in 
Yours\ yet as the London Edi- 
tion was infcrib'd to, and accep- 
ted by the Managers there, wc 
{hould think ourfelves inexcu- 
&ble, if we did not prefent this 
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to you. While the Irijh Stage 
confefles, as it is an undeniable 
Truth, that you firft put her on 
a Footing luperior to the tatter'd 
Subjed: of thefc Leaves; while 
we every Day reap the Benefits of 
your judicious : Labours, in the 
moft elegant and entertaining 
Manner, we flatter ourielves you. 
will not take it ill that we prefix 
your Name to a Defcription, 
where the Coniparifon, does ypu 
io much Honour; 

We are, 

SIRy 

Tour moji Obedient y 
Humble ServantSy 
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The Editors, 
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GENTLEMEN, 

I Hope you will excufe the Li- 
berty I have taken, in dedi- 
cating, without your Know- 
ledge or Permifljon, the Young 
Scar RON to you. You are, or 
ought to be, the beft Judges of 
the theatrical 'World; and there- 
fore I rather chufe to fubmit my 
Hiftory to you, than thofe half- 
fighted Criticks, who only b**- 
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hold the Charaders I fhall pre- 
fent you with, in Mafquerade, 
and by Candle-light. 

Moft Hiftories of this Kind, 
which are defign'd for Enter- 
tainment 'only, are form'd upon 
one Plan, "oiz. That of expofing 
the Follies or Paflions of particu^ 
lar Perfons : nor is the Scheme 
wholly without its Ufe; for tho* 
the Incidents may be feign'd, 
yet, if a Perfon fhould find Ibme^ 
Refemblance to his own Cha- 
rafter, and be convinc'd of the 
Abfurdity of it in a Produdion 
of this . Sort, he cannot certainly 
be fo blinded rby Self-love, as not 
to endeavour to fhun thole Od-- 
dities for the future, left he 
fhould fall, in his Turn, under 
the fame Cenfure of Ridicule. 

To this End, the following 
Chapters were written; not with 
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any Intention, by pointing out 
the Whimfies and falfe Confer 
quence of Ad:ors, to leflen 'em 
in your Efteem : Or, if I had 
any fuch ungenerous Defign, my 
Malice would be . difappoin-r 
ted ; for the wifeft Manager of 
you all would be puzzled to 
know to whom my PiBures be^ 
long, unlefs you had attended 
the Originals to the Place where 
I have laid my Scene. Don't 
imagine, by this, I arraign your 
Judgment, or am diffident of my 
own want of Ability in hitting 
Likenefles— — No : Here arifes 

the Myftery In your Winter 

Reign, you only fee your Sub-^ 
jeds as bound and model'd by 
your Laws, in the Characters 
you aflign 'em j not in their 

natural 
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natural Paffions, nor in the'Part 
th^ would chufe for themfelyes ^ 
And, indeed, there is as muci? 
DifFerence between Adors in the 
Winter and Summer, as between 
the Seafbns. 

When the Time draws near 
diat the Theatres Royal difbanci 
their Troops, oar wther grant 
liieir Furloes 'till the next Cam> 
paign, each private Man becomes 
an Officer ; and they who for 
nine Months before fubmitted to 
monarchical Government, now 
form themfelves into fcveral Re- 
pubHcks for the remaining three. 
Then each Ha:o takes the Path of 
his own Ambition; the different 
Parties aflemble at different Pla- 
ces, where each has a Vote for 
Laws, a Choice of Parts, and a 
Tide to particular Drefles ; and 

the 
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the Man that was but juft of 
Confequence enough to make 
one of his Body Guard in De- 
cember^ is fcarce contented with 
Alexander himfelf in yune. 

The various whimucal Dif- 
putes that arife from this Kind 
of . Emulation, are, in Part, the 
Subjed: of the following Sheets— 
A Work, however trffling it 
may appear to fome, has been 
thought worthy the Notice of 
that celebrated French Wit, to 
whom, in the Title-Page, I 
have ventured to confefs myfelf 
Related— //jf> theatrical Heroes 
gave general Satisfaction in the 
Country where he liy'd ; and, 
I doubt not, however deficient 
I may be, the Englijh Stage, "ef- 
peciaily the itinerant Members 
pf it, can furnifh us with Cha- 



^ - ■ 1 

jyEDICATIQ N. 

and Incidents, equal to 
any in Europe / For, as Dry"' 
dm obferves. That 

Priefts of all Religions are the fame. 
So I fay. 

Players ofev'ry Nation are the fame, 

I coiild enlarge upon this Head; 
but, as a longer Epiftle would 
defer the PleaHire I intend "you 
ci reading the following Sheets, 
I ihall £mQi my Dedication to 
you, with as litde Ceremony as 
I began it ; 

And anty 

V 

Gentlemen^ 
Tour humble Servant ^ &c» 
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CHAP. I. 

!The Schtme jirft flarttd^ and the ArgumenU if 

produced, 

ILL GL I TTE R, an oM Stroller 
(lately initiated into one of the Hcnoura- 
ble Theatrical Societies) and myfeif, be- 
ing in the Middle of Jprii^tan Alc-hoiife in Co* 
jv<«/-Gi«r^sJf« lameiiting the Narrownefs of our 
£ircumftanc€s over a rint of Beer, which in ajl 
•Xikelihood would be much worfe a3 the Summer 
cacne on, began to think of making an Expedido^ 
into the Country, of getting a few Afters under 
xHir Command, and commencing Managers iinme* ' 
lately. This Scheme, though ftarted hv tViif^ 
"who, as he faid, had thought of it for fome Months 
(paft, was embraced more eagerly by me, dian re-^ 
;iblv^d upon by the Projedlor. 

Willy feeing my Ralhnefs, laid down his Pipf > 

*and began, to talk cooUy upon the Affair 5 f^r 

JViUwaJS2L cuni^ing FellQiW, and underftood (^s 

the Phrafe is) the Country Bufmefs, as well as any 

Man that ever travellM. 

Tuu dorCt confider^ Bob, faid he, the Money 
that is required for fuch an Undertakings and the 
.X>iffi£ulties that attend it. In the firji Place we 
jMve neither Cloathi mr Scenes^ n9r any ProfteSf 



a Young S C A R R O N. 

wf procuring them^ for stir Appearance will nev^, 
gain us any Credit j befides the only Per/on thaUt 
can furnijh us out^ is too well acquainted witiouri 
Circumjiances to depend upon ourfecurity : Touhav^ 
taken the Benefit of the lajl ASl of Infolvency\ an^y 
ifTimesdon^t mend^^I belie^el muji_ be obliged to thi 
next, 'h. 

Zounds ! fays I, a Man that fits down con- 
tented with his Poverty^ and is afraid-to ven- 
4ure his liberty to better his Fortune^ will always 
he a Beggar or a Prifoner\ and, if the worjl hap^ 
jpensy Ireland, you know^ is always open to re- 
teive the unfuccefsfuL Prithee Will^ conirnuM I, 
don^t letfoolijh trlnms deter you from your purpofe^ 
for Wis the only Project that can make us happy-^-- 

^loaths and Scenes F II engage for For 1 know a 

Manager that has left off Trade^ and will let 
out his Stock upon very Slight Security^ rather 
than let them He idle. 

/FiV/feerriM rejoic'd to hear this, and pro- 
inisM to profecute his Projeft with all imaginable 
Vigour ; upon which we (hook Hands, caird for 
t'qdier Pint of Beer, and vowM to ftand by one 
another to the laft Hour of our Lives, 

We then began to talk a little farther upon our 
Company, -and I hinted at fevefal that would be 
glad to get a Summer's Expcnces ; efpccially at 
Mr. Shorty a very good Comedian, and one who 
I thought would gladly join us ; but ff^ll objedied 
to him, faying, //if was offo rejllefs and ungoverna- 
lie a Temper^ that it would be impofftble to keep a 
Company together for a Month if he was in it: Be- 
Jides, continued he, i'^^/^j'X inmyJf^ayy and P II 
not let a Perfon in to hurt me in my Walk^ hut if 

-we could get Mr, Spruce and Mr Truncheon 

Zounds, faid I, interrupting him, they are both in 
my Way^ one in free Comedy the other in Tragedy^ 

4ini 
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end I won^t give up a Part I have fet my ATtnd 
upon to he the heji Acior in England : A^^, 7io^ as 
little as you think I hiow of the Country Biijhiefs^ I 
am fenjible, he that plays the firjl Charafters is 
always reckoned the heft A^or^ and the heJi A5tor 
is Jure of the heft benefits^ and III not give vp ?ny. 
Inter eft to ere a Squirt upon the Staf^e, Aye, hut^ 
fay's rfllly with a Icoriiful "Sntcty pu are too vain 
of your own Parts: JVemuft have a heitef' Tragedy 
jUan ; you are not Figure good enough for the firjl 
CharaSferSy and if you jjoould appear in ^em it 
would knock up our Company ; and the People will 
fay ofyou^ as they did at Gloucefter when youplafd 
Alexander, ' That they believed we had put one of 
the Dancing Dogs in Bufkini — - Methinksy 
Will, faid I, with fome warmth, you need not 
mention that foolijh Story ; when t a your Know^ 
ledge^ it was onlythe Impudence of a Butcher's Pren^ 
tice^ that was drunk 9\for you know the Mayors 
the Pdrfony and his fVife^ faid- I kept up the 
Dignity of the CharaSfer^ andpromis'*d to come ta 
my Benefit: and as to young Truncheon, he knows nof 
more of Character than a Mill-Horfe \ hut hecaufe 
he has picked up a few Scraps f^om other People^ as 
frowning like Mr, Q; — , and dying like Mr, G--,. 
he is reckoned a better Adior than I aniy that am 
always clean and perfeSl\ and know the^Buftnefs of 
every part that is aiied. 

Welly Weill favs IVill don^t be in a Paffion^ for 
this affair is eaftfyfittled; if you are determined ta. 
play all the Parts yourfelf^ you' II eaftly get a Com- 
pany to g1? withyou^ no doubt: But I'll have no Con- 
cern with ity fo here's your Health,r 

This Coolnefsof^/7/'s rhade me more enrag'd', 
and I accus'd him of propofmg a Scheme to me of 
making my Fortune, and then flriking at the verjf 
IWisofit, my Intereft, Only to gratify K& ci^NX3l. 

B 2 N?£Ki\N.^V 
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Vanity: At laft Will^ feeing me fo obftinate, co'n^ 
lentcd to think no more of Mr. Truncheon^ pro- 
vided I would confent to Mr Spruce's being one of 
our Party ; to which I acquiefc'd, and we calFd 
for t'other Fint. 

We mcntion'd many other Performers, both 
Men and Women, but could not come to any 
Determmation, nor form any Judmient how 
firong our Company would be, 'till wc had 
conftilted their Inclinations ; fo we dropp'd the 
Converfation of them, with this Obfervation, That 
as there were many Adors in the Theatres as 
poor as ourfdves, tney would be equalfy glad ta 
4)cnd the Summer wnere there was any profpcM^^ 
of Succefs. 

We then confider^d what Pl^ce to fix our Tenl» 
in ; and, after running over the whole Map of 
England (which my Friend knew perfedUy well^ 
Saving been oblig'd, in hisr Time, to run from 
ihoft r laces in it) we at laft fixt upon a Town in 
the Norths as the moH likely place to iuccecd la j 
for he obferv'd there w^re three or four Parifli- 
0iurchcs in it, and above forty Gentlemens. 
Coaches kept. 

Havinff thus far agreed, we refplv'd, as ibon at 
fre coula procure a little Mo/iey, and get him 
cquip'd widi a new Suitof Cloaths, that he ihould 
go down and * take the Tawn . ^ 
. We were fo hot now upon ourProjeft, that we 
callM for t'other Pint to allay the Fever of our 
Hopes, but could not forbear mdulging^ in imagi- 
nary Pleafures ; fuch as, Eating and Drinking 
comfortably, not being afraid of BailifFs, and 
wearing clean Linen : In fhort, wc wound up 

* AFhrafe As coitimon in Strolling, as War Get 

kave o/tbejuftices to flay^ 

out 
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pur Fancies to fuch a Pitch, tha*" before we had 
finifh'd our Beer, we had each of us as compleat a 
Wardrobe as any Hero of the Stage, were carefs'd 
by the fineft Women, and entertain'd by the beft 
Gentlemen of the Country. 
^ Thefe Tranfports fo bufy'd our Thoughts, that 
we found, when the Reckoning was call'd, we 
had out-ran our Pockets AllowancCr This was 
difagreeable, for the Landloid hadbeen an A<5i:or 
himfelf, and had fuch a Regard for the Frater- 
nity, that he would not, upon any Account, be 
Acceflary to their running in Debt: But Wlllhzd 
a Handkerchief in his Pocket, which he put into 
the Hands of a common Friend at the Corner of 
the Street, and produc'd a Shilling iqimediateJy ; 
fo we had t'other Pint, and then parted, with a 
Refolution to put our Defign in Execution as fall 
as poflible. In tlie Morning, I was to fclicite for 
Cloaths and Scenes, and my Friend //^/// to found 
the A<5lors. 



C HA P II. 

The Converfatlon that happen* d at the frji Meeting 
wlthfom^ of oui' Performers Their Chara^ers. 

TH E next Morning I waited upon the Per- 
fon concerning our Cloaths and Scenes ; 
who no fooner had heard my Proportion, than he 
told me. That he had, at that Time, no lefs than 
five Companies treating with him for his Drefles, 
and that he could not give me an Anfwer, till he 
ki^ew their Refolution, which in a few Days he 
Ifiould have, and I fliould hear from him. 

This Anfwer, though not fo good as I would 
have had it, was yet better than a Re{\ife\ \ ^^- 
Mea yvh^t pieas'd me mor^ \haa ^ ^^ i^&'>n^'^'» 

B 3 *^ 



6 YoHng S C A R R O N. 

In our Converfation he never mentioned any 
Thing about Security ; fo that I had Hopes of bc^ 
ing compkatly furnifli'd, if his othet Engage^ 
ftients did not prevent it. — *— I did not fee my 
Partner 'till Night, for he had t)pen all Day i» 
Search of his Comedians ; but we met, after rftc 
Ray, at the Place appointed, where I told hint 
what Succefe I had met with concerning tnur 
Cloaths, and defir'd to hear his about the AQors^ 

He told me, he had been with Mifs Whiffle^ 
who had declared never to go with the Company 
ftie was with lafl: Year, becaufe they would not 
Jet her Dog come behind the Scenes in Play- 
Time ; which fhock'd her fo, that {he could never 
fecoHect herfelf, and be in Spirits enough for her 
Parts, for thinking how dull the poor Creature 

muft be, locked up at Home So, fays WIU^ I 

promised her Dog fliould have the Liberty of the 
Houfe. You know^ continu'd he, we can but poifon 
himj if he grows traublefome. This fo pleas'd her, 
that fhe would en2:age herfelf directly, provided 
we would take her Mother for a Diefler.— — This 
I alfo promised, and I now look upon her as one 
of the Company. 

PFell^ faid I, this is fome Luck^ for Jhe^s a^o$i 
Woman^ is well Jiudy*d^ and then fo dexterous at 
Intrigues^ that Jhe^ II draw all the young Fellows 
for Ten Miles round the Country to the Play. But 
have you feen Mr. Spruce ? Tes^ faid my Partner, 
but you know he is too proud to give his Anfwer in 
private^ unlefs it be to his Creators, When I told 
him our Dejign, he took a Pinch of Snuffs and 
laughing^ faid^ He Jhould he glad of a Meeting 
with my Fellow-Manager j and^ if he lik*d our 
Propofalsj be did not know but he might make 

« 
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me in our * Vagabond-Syftem.-: ;-I told him 

of our meeting here To-ni^t> and withal, that 
we {hould be glad of his Company. He told me. 
He was to f trait in the Plau (at the fame Time 
damn'd the Prompter for puttmg fo fervile an Em- 
ployment upon him) and would come to us, as foon 

as he had done Though I carCt be certain^ con- 

tinu'd \iz^ for J Jhally perhaps^ be oblig'dte wait 
upon a Laay Home fro^m the Play\ andfup there j 
if 1 can get an Oxd^x^for her, 

Thefe^ faid fViliy are all I ^eould meet with To- 
day ; for as there was a Mafquerade laji Nighty 
mojl of the People of the Theatres were there^ and 
werefnoring in Bed ^tiU Three this Afternoon. 

We had not Time for any farther Converfetion, 
being interrupted by Mr. Spruce, He approach'd 
us with an ironical Bow \ faying, So Gentlemen^ 
Managers of the Ragged Comedians^ I am come^ 
you fee^ according to Promt fe \ andjhould he glad 
to have a little ^ouch of your ProjeSi^ before I ven- 
ture to make one in your Spoutings. 

Will and I call'd for aPotof^eer^ and imme- 
diately laid open our Defign ^ told him the Hopes 
we had of Succefs, and the great Opinion we bad 
of the Place where we intended to exhibit. 

When we had done, he ftroak'd his Ruffles ; 
and, after a littk PaiJe, cry'd, Fm afraid you 
are Upon a wrong Scent ; and if you are^ IJhall be 

hellijhly hum'd; for^ D me my Finances are 

greatly out of order. I believe J had better Jiay 
in Town all the Summer j and live upon my Women. 
Ifhamm'd a L^ugh at this j and knowing his Va- 
nity, Zounds^ faid I you need not fear Women 

* A CornvmnCant among Strollers. 
\ A PhraJ.e ftff going Qi^^ the Stage^ and fitting m^ 
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where we are goings for they reckon there is tnt 
Wo?nen to a Man ; and rmfurt Mr, Spruce, tvha 
is fuch a Favourite here with the Fair Sex^ where 
they have Plenty of Admirers^ carCt fail ofSuccefs 

in a Town where there is a Scarcity of Lovers, 

ff^ho knows ? you may carry off a Fortune, 

What^ reply'd he, by marrying her^ Ifuppofeyou 

mean ? Aye^ faid 1, why not ? Lord help 

your Headj faid he : No^ no^ I know better howt 
to difpofe of my Youth, Indeed a Night* s Lodg^ 
ing^ orfo^ with a ^ Squire* s Wife^ or an Alder- 
mans Daughter^ might do well enough^ in orders 
to roll myfelf in her * Shiners ; ihafs enough for 
mcy let the Devil marry Vw, if he wiH^ Uis all 
ene to Marry Spruce. 

With this, and a thoufand other fuch vain ani 
unmeaning Expreffions, fufiicient to prove him a 
Coxcomb, he entertain'd us for above an Hour ;. 
which we were obHg'd to attend to, left he fhoulcf 
have gone oft' in a Huff: For though very few 
car'd for his Converfation in private, his Perfor- 
mance was juft good enough to make him of 
Confequence in a ftrolling Company. 

When he had ran himfelf almoft out of Breath 
with a Catalogue of his Perfedlions, I re-aflum'd 
the Subjedt of Bufinefs, and enlarg'd fo much upon 
the fair Profpe<a before us, that he feem'd con- 
vinced, and acknowledg'd, in thefe Words, our 

fuperior Judgment Really y GentUmen^you are 

fo much better read in the itinerant Exhibitions^, 
that I muji fubmit to your wife Experience \ and 
will go with you , if a particular Affair don't pre- 
vent me, — Seeing my rriend ftart at.thefe Words, 
he continu'd; Jrky^ Gentlemen^ to teU you the 
Truths there is a Lady of Fajhion has made a Sftnt 
of Propofal to me, to fpend the Summer at. k^n, 

• Guineas^ 
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Seat ; but^ as I hate Confinement^ if lean get off' 
tvith Honour^ and without difobligmg her Lady'-- 
J^ipy I promife] faithfully to maAt one of your 
Party. So, without expef^ing a Reply^ or pay- 
ing, his Reckoning, he hopp'd out of the Room 
with the Conceit and Alacrity of a French D^- 
ing-Mafter. 

we had not Tim6 to defcant at full upon 
Spruce^s Folly, before we weire interrupted by a. 
hoarfe Voice, which, I immediately knew to be 
Mr. Grammar's calling out» Pray ts. Bob Love- 
play A^r^? and,, being anlwer'd in the Aflirma- 
tlve, ran up to me, crying, Sa, you are making 
up a Company to carry down to the North this 
Summer^ Tesy Says my Friend fflUf and UUL 
Jf>ould he glad ify^u mould make one with us. — — 
^€ heft Schemiy fays t'other, in the fVorld^ I 
have been there 5 toe whole Town are Play-going 
People. Go with yeu ! y/hy I was thinking o) 
making up a Company for that Town myfilf onljf 
I could not raife the Wind, ffi^ I know all th^ 
leading Ladies of the Place j the Mayor is my God^ 
father-, and my Lord Gng, that fives but tW9 
Miles from the TowUy ana I are Hand and Glove* 
When I was down there ^ I us'd to dine with thet 
Butler five Times a Week. — Give me your Hand\ 

I'll go with youy D me: And fo here*s good 

Succefs to us. 

I was glad Mr. Grammar had fo good an Opi- 
nion of our Projefl:, and that he would be con- 
cern'd in it ; for he was a good Comedian, when 
he was fober, and if we could, by any Meins, 
keep him from Liquor, might be of Service to us. 
. When he had fpent ah Hour, or more, in En- 
comiums upon the Place, the People, and his In- 
t^reft there, and drank his Guts full of Beer, he 
caird me out i and, in a Whifpcr, afk'd me. If 
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I was fure of the Town ; for, to his Knowledge, 
there had' been Attempts made by two or three 
others to get it : But however^ continu'd he, doti't 
you be uneafy^ for Fll write to my Friend the 
Mayor To-fnorrow^ and I'm fure he"* II oblige me. 

I thank'd hini for his Good-nature, and was 
% returning to my Company ; when he pull'd me* 
back, and, putting his Mouth to my Ear, faidjp^ 
Cant you lend me a Simon ? I had not. much for 
myfelf, but rather than lofe the Intereft of one that 
had profefs'd fo much in our Favour, I let him 
have it direftly, upon which he took his Leave, 
ftill promifing what great Service he would do us. 

When I returned, JVtll afk'd me what Gram* 
mar faid to me in private, upon which 1 told him 
the whole Affair ; and withal, that I was greatly- 

pleas'd with his Promifes Ftjh^ faid Will^ 

laughing, you don^t know the Man ; hut I have, 
beenfo long acquainted with him^ that I now make 
it a Rule never to believe one Word he fays \ for^ 
when he wants Money ^ he is every Man's Friend' 
he meets ; and^ when he has ferv'd his Purpofe^ 
gets into Company by means of that very Supply y, 
and diverts himfelf andhis Companions at the Ex^ 
pence of his BenefaSfor. A Sort of Monfter ir^ 
Morals^ and is admired only for his. Deformity. 

CHAP, m. 

jfn unlucky Accident that happened to a young- 
Hero\ with fome Incidents that made for our^ 
ProjeSf. 

THE next Morning I was wak*^doutofmy 
Sleep, by a Rap at my Door with a Fan ; 
and, upon enquiring who was there, found it was 
old Mrs Formal^ who defur'd to fpeak with nie» 

upon. 
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upon earneft Bufinefs. I Immediately flip'd on 
my Cloaths, and gave the Lady rAdmittance j 
but was furpriz'd to find her accompany'd by a 
young Fellow, about the Age of Twenty, drefsM 
-in the Extremity of the Mode; very gay and 
faihionable, but not over and above clean. 

His Compliments were very fantaftic and nu- 
merable ; fo that they almoft tir'd me, for I was 
Tjut half drefs'i I could not, without much Dif- 
ficulty, keep pace with him in Ceremony; but, 
T)efore I betray 'd my Want of Gentility, Mrs. 
Formal began, and told me. She had an Inclina- 
tion to make one in our Cornpany, provided I 
•would procure her a good Cqji ofParU^ and lend 
her Money to defray the Expences of her Jour- 
«iiey 1 paus'd upon that ; which, (he perceiv- 
ing, continu'd, JVizy, if itwontfuit you^ I hi- 
lieve I can make Jhift without -^ for I believe my 
Friend here (pointing to the young Fellow) will 
Jupply me, — — To be fure^ Mame, faid he bow- 
ing very low. Aye^^ (aid fhe, you are a gopd-na*^ 
tur*d Creature^ and I hopejoitll have no Reafon to 

repent your Generojity This Gentleman^ ATr^ 

Loveplay, continii'd (he, though of a very great 

Family^ has a mind to come upon the Stage. He has 

read a great Number of Plays ^ and has a charm- 

■ ing Study ; which, you know, will be of life to us^ 

I then apply'd to the Youth, and afk'd him. 
What Manner of Aiding he had moft Inclinatioti 
to. Comedy or Tragedy. O Sir, reply'd he, Mr. 
JBarry'j ff^ay entirely ; for I am tall and thin, you 
fee, andjhould make no Figure in Mr, Quin'j or 
Mr, Garrick'j Parts, 

I immediately found what Sort of a Performer 
Tie would make, by the Quicknefs of his Under- 
ftanding. But there are many fuch Pretenders, 
who tlunk Figure the firft Ingredient of an Ador ; 
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and vainly imagine, if they are near the Size of a 
l^erformer, they muft be poflefs'd df his Merit, 
and that their Parts will fet as eafy on '«m as their 
Cioaths. 

Upon a farther Enquiry iilto his Inclinations,-! 
found he had taken great Pains "wiih Marc An-- 
tony^ and that Mrs, Formal had been his Inftruc- 
tor in the Mcin, Grace, and Deportment of th^t 
Hero ; for flic told me. That he was perfedlly 
tight in every Particular, and underftood the 
Charaficr better than fome Folks (here ihe whijp- 

fier'd) If be dorCt do it better than B -y, Pll be 
ang*d. Indeed I gave him a few Hirits j fory 
you know^ I remember Booth : But^ Mum — — 

Come^ Mr, Humphrv, give us a Speech, . 

« They tell me^ Uis my Birth-Day^'' he. 
Come J heginy and mind your Graces. 

After adjufting himfelf, according to Mrs. For* 
maps Inftru£l:ions, die poor young Fellow retired 
behind the Bed-Curtain, and then began hfs 
• March in a moft heroic Manner, while his Tu- 
torefs ftood in Raptures at fo promifing a Pupil ; 
breaking out, between whiles, with an Extac^ 

of Applaufej as, Bravo! Ofne! This 

will do! &c* 

But die poor Hero was fo fir'd with thefe 
Praifes, that, when he came to throw him(elf 
' upon the Ground, he did it with fuch Force, that 
liis Nofe, not being able to ftand the Violence of 
his Genius, gufli'd out with Blood, which was 
attended with a great Scream from Mrs. Formal. 
I had n6t Time to ratfe the unfortunate Prince, 
before my Landlady, and the reft of the Lodgers, 
ran up to know what was the Occafioa of fuch a 
fudderi Uproar ; and, feting a Man bleeding- upon 
the Floor, feem'd to fufpeS we had an ill Defigii 
4ipon the young Fellow ; But wc iooix explained 

the 
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the Affair, and told her. The Gentleman was onli 
tehearfing a Part, — A Part^ cry'd (he, lamfure 
I muji pari with you^ or the rcji of my Lodger $ 
%pill foon leave my Houfe ; for here^s fuch a roar- 
tng^ ranting^ -and calling upon the Gods all Day^ 
that the very Cohler in the Cellar can^t rejl in his 
Bed for you^ and the ^ilter^s Women over-head 
negle£i their Work.^ to dijl en to your Tragedy, You 
Jhould confider y thefe. are People that muji work 
hard for their Livings or elfe fiarve. Here you 
gave my Maid an Order ^ as you call it, for the 
Play lajl Week^ and the fade, ever Jince, does no 
earthly Thing hutjing the Songs in the Beggar's 
Opera. 

She would have gone on, but a few fair Words, 
^nd Promife of Amendment, brought her into 
Temper ; which I was glad to obtain ; for as I 
ow'd fome Money for Kent, her Anger might 
have been of bad Confequence. 

This Misfortune put an End to our Hero's 
Proceedings ; fo, after placing a Piece of wet 
Brown Paper upon the Warrior's Nofe, accord- 
ing to Mr. Bayes's Receipt, he took his Tutorefs 
by the Hand : and, with the fame Flouriflies that 

he enter'd, march'd off- But not before Mrs. 

Formal hzd made me appoint a Time to drink a 
Difh of Tea with her, and hear her Friend re- 

hearfe the Part all through. This, though I 

never Intended to perform, I was oblig'd to pro- 
mife, in order to get rid of 'em : For fure no- 
thing is fo irkfome to an Aftor, as to hear a con- 
ceited Coxcomb pretend to judge of Adion, and 
attempt Rhetorick, when the utmoft of his Capa- 
city is not beyond the Attendance of a Counter. 

I drefs'd as faft as I could, in order to wait 
upon Mrs. Meggot ; a Woman, though not very 
young, tolerable in her Performance, and of 

C . ^^r^X 
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great Ufe in the Country, being perfeil in almoft 
all the common Plays. 

As I went out, I met a Porter with a Lettet for 
me ; rn which, to my great Difappointment, I 
read thus : 



A 



SIR, ^ 

fS I am ohlt£ d to furntjh out feveral of my old 
Cuftomers, I carCt pojlibly receive any further 
Propofalsfrom yoUy my whole Stock being enga^d^ 
except a Skeleton's Drefs, three Dancers Habit s^ 
and an old Ghojl, which you miift re^ir at your 
own Expence. If thefe will be ofamf Service, you 
Jhall have them very reafonable. f 



-' 



Tours^ 



TIMOTHY RAGROBK 



This Letter was a great Impediment to our 
Undertaking : Nay, fo much, that I almoft re- 
folv'd to give over all Thoughts of it^ How- 
ever, I walked on towards Mrs. Meggofs, whom 
I found at Breakfaft. We immediately began to 
<iifcourfe of the Expedition I had propofed to her 
for the Summer, and I found fhe was mighty wil- 
ling to make one in the Party. 1 then told her. 

That though we had all the Profpeft of Succefs 
that could be, yet I was afraid we fhould be o- 
bliged to drop it, not being able to compafs ei- 
ther Cloaths or Scenes. 

Nay, Mr^ Loveplay, faid (he, / am fure yon 
muji have feme other ObjeSfion, for there are Peo^ 
pie enough will be glad to furnijh you : For Exam^ 
fie, ther£ are thr-ee or four in Monmouth-ftreet, 

that make it their Bujinefs : Tes, Madam, rt- 

ply'd I, but thofe People havf had Duilingsfo long 

with 
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tuith the JSfors^ that- they don't care to part with 
their Goods without Part of the Movey down^ or 
good Security for the Payment^ at our Return to 
London; neither of which -can we find^ therefore 
I am afraid we mujl drop our Dejign, 

Mrs. Meggot paus'd a little upon this Misfor- 
tune ; and was near half an Hour befcre fl^ie 

fpokc, more than It^s agreat Pity / wijk 

we could go^ and the like. At laft, finding I 

could not think of any Schema to furnifti out our 
Company, (he fpoke thus. Lookye^ Mr. Love- 

fUy, faid Oie> Ifico uldhefure of your good Be-^ 
aviour to a Friend ofmine^ who has an Inclina^ 
tion to the Stage^ but not for any Hopes of Profit^ 
I believe I could immediately remove the Difficulty, 

you havejlart^d, 1 told her. She might be, 

fure of my Intereft ia ^ehalf of any Perfpn flae 
fhould recommend, efpecially after feiying me 
ia fo material a, Circunfl^nce. 

Why theny faid flie,* there is a Gentleman wha, 
has a Mind to try his Capacity upon the Stage ; 
and J tho^ he is a Man of Family and Fortune^ is 
determined to make his App earance there, I have 
been long acquainted with him ; and^ f other Day^ 
when I told him 1 intended to go with you into the 
North, he defir*d I would introduce him as one of 
the Company, I was amazed, at his Reque/l ; but^ 
as he perftjied^ I could not^ after the Favours t 
had received from him, refufe to comply ivith it, 

I prefently concluded it was Marc Antony, that 
I had juft parted from; fo reply 'd, T believe, Ma^ 
dam, I have jujl feen the Gentleman', Mrs, For- 
mal brought him to rehearfe to me this Morning. 

Mrs. Formal ! reply'd fhe haftily ^ / Lffure 
you he is acquainted with no fuch Creatures. He 
has never communicated his Thoughts to any ' Body 
but myfelf. But I know he has a Defre to the 
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Stage^ and is determined to make his firjl AJfay in 
the Town you mentioned in the North : Nay^ he /V 
fo parti cularU fond of that Place^that I don't believe- 
he tvould begin any zvhere elfe upon any Account, 

Pray^ Madam^ faid I, what is the Gentleman's 

Name ? Lard^ reply'd Ihe, whatfignifies his 

Name to you ? If he can fupply your tVants^ and 
perform among usy what Bujinefs have you to en^ 

quire any farther ? And I would advife you not 

to be too inquijitive — — L(ok upon him as your 
Friend^ and ajk no ^efiions. 

This furprizing Turn of Fortune, and the odd 
Manner it was told, fo amaz'd me, that I was in- 
capable of making any other Reply, than that the 
Gentleman might be lure of any Affiftance I could 
give him ; and, if he help'd me out in this Cir- 
cumftance, Gratitude would oblige me never to 
forget the Favour. 

JVell theny faid Mrs. Meggot^ meet me here in 
the Afternoon^ and Pll appoint my Friend^ and 
dare /wear heUl anfwer all your Expe^ations, I 
then got up, to take my Leave ; but fhe would 
not let me ftir 'till I had promis'd not to let any 
Perfon know of this Affair, not ev'n my Partner,, 
/^// Glitter. 

Though I was glad of this Opportunity to com- 
pleat my Projeft, yet I could not help wondering^ 
at the ftrange Injunftions that were laid upon 

me Not to tell it to my Friend Nor to enquire 

the Perfon" s Name It feem'd a little ftrange ^ 

for Favours of this Sort, where Money is con- 
cern'd, are very rarely defir'd to be kept a Secret 

by the Benefadlor. She told me he was young; 

and, if by any bad Means he had got this Money, 
I might come into a Scrape by partaking of it : 
However, though my Tongue itch'd ftrangelyto 
aflc^dvice, I determin'd to keep it to myfelf 'till 

I had 
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I had feen the Perfon, and then refolve upon my 
future Behaviour. 

In the Afternoon I went to my Appointment, 
where I faw a fine blooming young Fellow, about 
twenty-three Years old, but of a grave Caft, and 
rather inclin'd to Melancholy than Mirth. Mrs. 
Meggot^ who feldom wanted for Tongue, imme- 
diately introduced the Gentleman to me ; giving, 
at the fame Time, a long Catalogue of his excel- 
lent Qualifications for the Stage ; and every 
now and then an enigmatical Saying, which I did 

not underftand fych as, / warrant heHl prove 

a Hero. Ha ! Sir Stranger Things have come 

to p(\fs, — Then applying herfelf to me, cry'd out, 
O, Mr. Loveplay, // is the luckieji Things your 
going into the North, /br my Friend has a particu- 
lar Fancy to that Place Have you not^ Sir ? 

(giving him a Pull) Come^ up with your Spirits ; 
the North Windy though a bad Wind^ may blow 
you intofafe Harbour. 

With this Sort of myfterious Difcouife fhe en- 
tertained us for near an Hour ; during which 
Time the young Fellow's Colour came and went, 
I believe, a hundred Times : At laft, not being 
able to get the better of his Confufion, he went 
out of the Room, and ftaid about five Minutes. 
At his Return, to prevent Mrs. Meggofs begin- 
ning again, he faid, with fome Spirit. — '-- Well^ 
Siry Ifuppofe this Lady has told you of my Incli- 
nations to the Stage, and that IJJjould be willing 
to try n^ Fortune in the Country with you this Sum- 
mer. I told him, I had been fo informed — But, 
continued he, my Friend fays you can* t eafily pro- 
cure proper Neceffaries. As I am a young Begin- 
ner, I will very willingly advance a frnall Sum to 
fet you forward, if it was only to pleafe myfelf ^ 
be/tdes^ I think JJhouldpay my EnUrancs — liow 

C J muob 
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much Money will he fiifficient ? I told him about 
twenty Guineas I^Vell^ faid he, there^s the Mo- 
ney y and threw it down upon the Table. I ofFer'dl 
my Note, but he refus'd it ; faying, if the Scheme 
arifiverdy he Jhould expeof to be repay dy if not ^ he 
JJjonld knoiv how to behave, 

Mrs. Meggot was fo tranfported at this Affair's 
being fettled, that {he began to run on, as before ; 
vv'ifhing him Succefs, killing him, and fuch odd 
Behaviour, that a Strang-cr could not imao;ine 
lefs than his Life and Fortune depended upon this 
Engagement. I own, I was furpriz'd ; which, I 
believe, the young Gentleman perceiv'd, for he 
got u{), faid he out-ftay'd an Appointment, and" - 
mufl: be gone that Minute ; at the fame Time 
a(king me, Which Way I was walking, as if he 
had a Mind to fpeak to me itt private. I took 
the Hint, and we went out together. 

When we had f^ot to the Door, • he faid. He 
had fomething of Confequence to communicate- 
to me, and defir'd I would take Share of a Bottle 

with him at the firft Tavern. 1 was glad of 

this Opportunity, and follow'd him.. 

Soon as we had feated ourfelves, and the 

Drawer was out of Hearing, he began thus 

Perhaps^ Mr. Loveplay, you may think, that my 
Defire of being an A5ior is owing to my Necejfity ; 
(ind^ indeed, with Re a f on : For who could fuppofe 
1 Jhould make an Acquaintance with Mrs, Meg- 
got, upon any other Footing than Interefi ? But, 
J ajfure youy that is not my Motive, for my Father 
is a Merchant of as much Reputation as any in 
the City ; but for dif obeying his Commands, in a 
Point on which my whole Happinefs depended, 1 
am now excluded his Houfe, and Jhould be obliged j 
to fly to the Stage, or fome Uuorfe Ildjeans for Sup- J 
porty did not an Vmlefupply m9 wthivbat isfuf-l 

fici^nm 
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ficierit to maintain me like a Gentleman : Atvd 
lucky enough,^ he is obliged to go for France ; butj 
before he went^ gave me an liundred Pounds to 
maintain me ^till his Return, Twenty Guineas I 
have lent you^ to fit out your Company \ and would 
willingly double the Sum^ without expeSfing One 
Shilling in return^ could I fucceed in my Praje/^, 

I told him, though I was not acquainted with 
his Defign j yet, if he thought fit to truft me with 
it, he might be aflur'd of my utmoft Diligence ta 
ferve him. He then took me by the Hand, and 
told me. Secrecy was all he would defire of me* 
Upon giving hinpi my Word in that Point, he 
immediately proceeded thus. 



C H A P. IV. 

Mr. Valentine'^ Story, 

^ ABOUT two Years ago my Father took 
' XjL "^6 with him to a fmall Village not far 
' from the Town you are going to, to (pend two . 

* Months with a particular Acquaintance. His 
' Name was Bevil , a Gentleman of a large 

* Eftate, and fair Charafter. Wc were receiv'd 

* with all the Marks of Friendlhip, and enter- 

* tain'd nobly. 

' This Gentleman had a Daughter, of about 

* Nineteen ; whofe Beauty, though it's Idea is 

* rooted in niy Heart, is far beyond my Power to 
' defcribe. I too foon felt the fatal Effeds of 

* her Charms. I grew difpleas'd with all the 

* Country Sports I formerly delighted in. I was 

* fond of Solitude ; and never w^ C^fy> t)ut whea 

* Diana was in Coippany, 
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' Having borne this DiftraiEHon fome Time in 
fecret, I at length grew fo unguarded, that the 
Lady perceiv'd my raffion ; who, fo far from 
avoiding me, feem'd to court every Opportu- 
^Ibiity of difcourfing with me in private, 'till, by 
Degrees, I found Means to difcover the whole 
Secret of my Heart, which Diana receiv'd with 
great Tendernefs and good Nature; neither 
with afFedied Goynefs nor wanton Fondnefs, but 
with a difcreet Modefty, that fpoke her Mind 
fuited to her Perfon. 

* But, not to tire you with a Lover's Praifes, 
and a long Scejie of Courtfhip ; in a Month's 
Time the Lady and I underftood one another 
fo well, that we vow'd a mutual Love and Con- 
ftancy, and agreed to take the firft Opportunity 
of afking our Parents Confent, to compleat our 
Happinefs. —We did fo, and met with a Re- 
ply, agreeable to our fondcft Wiflies : In fhort, 
every Thing was agreed on, except the Day of 
Marriage, and we thought ourfelves the hap-r 
pieft Pair that ever Love had join'd. 

* While we were waiting for the old Gentle-i 
mens Appointment, an Ele(ftion for Member of 
the Borough happen'd to come on. Now Mr» 

Bevil was a ftrenuous Oppofer of the C- y 

and my Father as ftrongly attach'd to it. Their 
different Inclinations, though for fome Time 
fmother'd in good Manners, foon made their 
Appearance j for we hardly ever fat down to a 
Meal, but fome Inventive, from one. Side or 
other, was thrown ^tthe oppofite Party ; which 
produc'd hot and violent Arguments, cloath'd 
in fuch opprobrious Terms, that I flood amaz'tl 
where Gentlemen of their Education could find 

* fuch vulgar Dialogue. 



^ I cndca-*^ 
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* I endeavour'd all I could to moderate their 
Fury, but all in vain: At length Mr. Bevil 
faid 'T/V a great Mercy ^ as you have had the 
Privilege of my Houfe^ that we are all alive -^ 
but if I once get rid ofyou\ ril knozu my Gueji 
lettery before I make any more Invitations, At 
thefe Words he (€iz^ A Diana by the Hand; and, 
without giving her Time to take more tfian a 
Farewell with her Eyes, dragg'd her with him 
into another Apartment. 

* My Father, you may be fure was not be- 
hind hand with him in Kefentment but hollow'd 
after him, Jye^ aye^ take your Daughter^ and 
marry her to one of your oun Tribe, for Jhe is 
not fit for a Protejlant Family : Then, turning 
to me. How happy are we^Y?!, that we hava 
difcover^dthis Fellow* s Principles? If you had 
married his Daughter j Jhe would have wheedled 
you mt$ a Plot. — Go, Boy, get the Horfes, for 
I dorCt think we arefafe in this Houfe. If we 

Jtay long, they d have Jome Scheme to hhwusup,^'- 

Methinks f fmell Gunpowder already^ Go,, 

make Hajie, Boy \ order the Harfes and away^ 

* I knew it was in vain to talk to him in this: 
Humour, fo obey'd, without making any Re- 
ply-: — Though my Heart was ready to burft at 
at this cruel Separation from my dear Diana. 

* We had no fooner got clear of the Crowd 
the approaching ElecElion had drawn together,, 
but my Father flacken'd his Pace ; and, calling 
me to his Side, faid, Val, what am now going 
to fay, I charge you always have in your Mind-^ 
Too well I guefs'd his Drift, and was incapa- 
ble, through my great Confufion, of making 
any Reply; which he perceiving, faid, in a 
ftern Manner, / charge you Mind me, and refohe 
u^on a pun^ual Obedience to what Ijhall dire^l^ 
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or never more know me for your Father, — I was^ 
forc'd to make a Bow of Confent, though my 
Heart was averfe to any Propofal that could be 
made againft Mr. Bevll^ or any Attempt to al- 
ter my Love for the charming Diana^ which I 
fufpedied v/ould be the End of this Difcourfe. 

* Val, faid my Father, / am forry I ever car- 
ry d you to that Foots Houfe^ leji that Witchy 
his Dau^ter^ fljould have engaged your Heart 
in a Pajjion^ that I am detertnin^dy though your 
Death be the Conjiquencey to put an immediate 
Stop to, I was going to reply, but was pre- 
vented, by my Father's fwearing. That if I 
ever vrent or fent to her, or even fo much as 
thought of her again, he would turn me out 
of Doors to feek my Fortune. This he uttcr'd 
with great Vehemence, 

* You'll eafily believe my Jcnimg^ was not 
very agreeable to me after this. I thought 
every Mile an Hundred, and every Minute a 
Day 'till I got to London ; for I long'd to be 
alone that I might indulge my Fancy with re- 
fledling on my charming Diana, — About Nine 
at Night, on the third Day, I arriv'd fafe in 
Lortdony where my Father remain'd in the fame 
ill Humour he had been in, ever fmce his Con-* 
verfation with me about Diana ; which was 
now more agreeable than upon the Road, for as 
foon as we came Home he parted from me, with- 
out leaving me any Orders for Bufmefs, or de- 
firing any more of my Company. 

* I then went into my Chamber, where I 
wreck'd my Invention to find Means once more 
to fee Diana ^ but all in vain : The more I 
thought the more perplex'd was my Imagina* 
tion, nor could I form any Defign likely to 

fucceed 
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fucceed ; for as her Father was now acquainted 
with my Paffion, and utterly avers'd to it, I did 
not doubt but he would take all Meafures to pre- 
vent a future Interview ; and any Attempt to 
fee her, either by Art or Force, might, if dif- 
cover'd, prove fatal to the poor Lady, and per- 
haps make her a Prifoner in her Chamber, or 
hafton her Marriage with fome other Perfon of 
her Father's chufing. 

* In this uneafy State of Mind, I pafs'd up- 
wards of three Months ; but fo well conceal'd 
my Inclinations from my Father, that I believe 
the old Gentleman thought me as much re- 
folv'd againft the Match as himfelf. But how 
was he miilaken ! for I could now no longer 
fupport my Spirits, without feeing or hearing 
from Diana. 

* A» I had no Hopes of her coming to Town, 
fo I found it impoffible for me to go into the 
Country ; for as I had the Care of my Father's 
Books, I could not ftir out a Day without his 
Leave ; and, had I afk'd it for fo long a Time^ 
he would have fufpedled where I was going. 
In this Situation I could expeft iio Relief, but 
what a Letter might produce. In fliort, I 
wrote to Diana a full Account of all that had 
happen'd fmce I left her, mixt with the ten* 
dereft Expreflions of Love, and begg'd her 
Anfwer by the Perfon who brought that ; who 
was a young Man, Clerk to a neighbouring 
Merchant, that was going into that Country 
upon fome Bufmefs of his Matter's, and ia 
whom I had a thorough Confidence. . 

* I gave him the Letter, and conjur'd him by 
our Friend(hip to ufe all Endeavours to deliver 
k ; and, if poffible, to get an Anlwcr. 

* It 
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* It is needlefs to relate the Hopes and Fears I 
felt on this Occafion, and how anxious I was to 

know the Confcquence of this Epiftle But a 

Fortnight's Time convinc'd me. 

* One Morning, as I was looking over the 
Books in the Counting-Houfe, my Father came 
in ; and with a Swing, enough to tear ofF the 

Hinges, clapp'd to the Door. Harkye^ Str^ 

faid he, do you know this Letter ! Here he 

gave me the very Letter, open'd, that I had 
fent to Diana, 

* My Confufion, had he not been acquainted 
with my Hand, was enough to ^convince him 
who had wrote it. Before I was enough reco- 
ver'd to reply, he went on — 'T/V very well^ Sir ; 
my Commands^ Ifee^ have no Weight with you* 
But til have no more to fay to you ; follow your' 

own Ways^ andjlarve and be d «W, if you 

will^ but ril not he ruirCd, Here I am af^ 

fronted^ and U5*d like a Scoundrel^ and all upon 

your Account ! Affront ed^ Sir^ faid I, who 

durji affront you ? Tou f you Dog ! you Dog ! 

reply'd he violently, and your Whore ^ and the 
Rebel her Father, — Read there ^ Rafcal! do! — 
He gave me a Paper, in which 1 read theft 
Words : 

TuTO W' durjl y'ou fuffer your Son to write 

-*^ Letters to my Daughter ? But 1 have 

paid the Meffenger as he deferv*d'y and if I had 
you or your Son in my Power ^ I would treat ei- 
ther of you in the fame Manner : For 1 fwear^ I 
would fooner fell my Daughter far a Slave in 
Guinea, then let her marry with a hypocritical 
Scoundrely that would fell his Country for Thra 
Farthings, 

L BEVIL. 
' I had 
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* I had no fooner read it, than the Letter fell 
from my Hand, nor could I regain Speech of 
Motion for fome Minutes. During this Paufe, 
mjr Father caird his Man, order'd him to pack 
up my Linen and! Cloaths, and bring them 
down Stairs. While this was doing, 1 reco- 
ver'd a little, and endeavour'd to excufe my- 
felf; pleading. That my Difobedience was 
owing to the great Love I had for Diana, — — 
My I" ather, at the Word Love^ took up one of 
the great Account-Books, and threw it at my 
Head; which, if I had not ftoop*d, would 
have probably put an End to all my TTroublcs 
at once. 

* This Noife alarmed my Mother, the Clerks, 
and all the Servants of the Houfe, who imme- 
diately laid hold of my Father, and prevented a 
Mifchief that would have been the End of us 
both ; for, juft as the Family came in, he was 
endeavouring to reach a Piftol that hung ovet 
the Chimney ; with what Defign, you may 
eafily guefs. 

* Though I was never any great Favourite of 
my Mother's, fhe did not, upon this Occafion^ 
fhew fo much Ill-nature as I expefted ; but ra* 
ther excus'd, than aggravated my Offence,: 
which my Father refented by turning her out cf 
the Room, bidding her mind her own Bufinefs^ 
for he beft knew what I had done, and what 
Punifhment I deferv'd. She was too well ac- 
quainted with his Temper to reply, and there- 
fore prudently withdrew. 

* He then turn'd to the Servant he had order'd 
to pack up my Cloaths 5 and, finding he had 
not brought them down, he gave him a violent ' 
Blow on the Face, and bid him mind his Or- 
ders better another Time. 

D ^ tx 
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* At laft my Trunk was brought, which my 
Father gave to one of his Porters, faying, Here^^ 
carry this wherever that Scoundrel bids you : And^ 
Sir rah J turning to me, if ever you attempt to ^«- 
ter rny Doors again , Vll he the Death of yow. 
With thefe Words he gave me aPufh, and fliut 
the Door againft me. 

« Thus fuddenly difcarded, I could not think 
of any Friend to go to, nor of any Place where I 
might put my Cloaths. — The Porter aflc'd mt 
feveral Times where he (hould go ; and, feeing 
me at a Lofs to anfwer, he told me. If I would 
venture my Things with him, he would cany 
them Home to his Wife, who would take Care 
of them, and provide ihe with a Bed, 'till I 
could find Means to reconcile myfelf to my Fa- 
ther. This Offer I gladly accepted, and we 
went Home together, where the good Womah 
received us chearfully, and feem'd glad (he 
could oblige me. 

* After opening my Trunk, and drefEng my* 
felf, Iwent into the 7<?/K^&-i^'^i in order to 
confider of my Condition, and in what Manner 
to proceed, while my Friend, the Porter, re- 
turn'd to his Bufinefs. 

< When the good Man came Home at Nighty 
he brought me a fmall Packet from my Mother, 
(for he had told her where I was plac'd) in 
which I found twenty Guineas, but without 
either Note or Line. I enquired whether he 
had any Meffage from my Mother : He an- 
fwer'd, Sir J attfljejaidwas^ Give my Son thisy 
and tell him his Father is determined never to ad-- 
mit him into his Houfe again ; and would M 
very angry ^ if he knew I had fent thisy and, 
therefore d^firc him not to fend mc any Anfwer^ 
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• This Money, though I had not ten Shillings 

* in the World, gave me no great Satisfaction 5 

* nor was I much concerned about my Father's 

* Favour, for fince he had declar'd himfelf an 

* Enemy to Diana, I was not very follicitous to 

* make him my Friend, 

* Diana engrofs'd my whole Thoughts ; nor 
^ did I ever dream of nappinefs, when ihe was 

* not concerned. All mv Diftrefs arofe from thft 

* improb^le Profpeft I nad of ever getting near 

* her, and the Fear of a Change in her Inclina-^ 
^ tions. I wrote a Hundred Letters, without any 

< View of fending one, for I knew her Father's 

* Deteftion of my laft muft now put him more 
^ upon his Guard than ever ; and, (hould he ftop 

* another, who knew, what Cruelty his Rage 
^ might lurge him to pra6tife upon the poor 

* Diana? 

« While I was in this liixiraaod State of Mind» 

< an Accident happened that fcem*d to hurry dm 

< my Diftrefs. Five of the twenty Guineas I 

c prefented my Hoftefs, as an Acknowledgment 
« for her kind i^tertainment, two I put into my 

< Pocket, and fecur'd the Remainder in my 
f Trunk. 

* A few Days after this my Landlord's Son 

* came from Sea, who had been abfent three 

* Years. You may be fure his Arrival gave 

* great Joy to the old Couple ; efpecially when 

* he let them know he had above two Hundred 

* Pounds Prize-Money, which he was to receive 

* the beft Part of in three Days. Though I was 

* not capable of Mirth, yet, as I was look'd upon 
^ as one of the Family, I was oblig'd to partake 

* of their Entertainments, which were very fre- 

* quent and expenfive ; for the Sailor was a 

* fturdy young Fellow, of about twenty-thfee 

Da '^ X^ax^ 
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Years of Age, and being flufh'd with his Suc- 
cefe at Sea, feem'd refolv'd to indulge his Ap- 
petites on Shore : And I can't fay but he gave 
fome Relief to my Melancholy, for the many 
ftrange, unaccountable Accidents he and his 
Companions, who often vifited him, had met 
with Abroad, according to their own Account, 
whether true or falfe I can't fay, could not fail 
of entertaining a Perfon who had never beea 
acquainted with thofe Scenes of Life* 

* Soon as he had received his Money, and in- 
dulg'd himfelf and his Companions as Icngashe 
thought proper, he began to find out Amufe* 
ments Abroad j 'till, by Degrees, he quite left 
his Father's Houfe. This turn'd all their for- 
mer Mirth into Tears and Reproaches, for I 
found the poor old Folks had not as yettouch'd 
one Penny of their Son's Money. This Difap- 
pointment fo difturb'd my Hoft and his Wife, 
that at laft they unburthen'd their Griefs to 
me. 

* The Sorrow the old People were in upon 
this Occafion touch'd me ftaangely j and, white 
I was endeavouring to comf^lrt them, an Inci- 
dent came in, that flill incie^d their AHlic- 
tion. This young Tar, whil6 he was fond of 
Home, in one of his generous Fits had fent for 
a Taylor, and order'd him to make his Father 
a Suit of fuperfine Cloth Cloaths, which the 
Man, juft at this Moment, brought Home, 
they came to fix Guineas 5 but, alas ; the poor 
Father had not fo much in die World, and 
therefore defir'd the Taylor to take them back -, 
which occafion'd fome murriluring, and would 
have rofe to very high Words, had not I im- 
mediately paid ^e Money, and prevented the 
Clamour, 

• I went 
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* I went every Day in Search of our loft 
*. Sailor, but without being able to hear the leaft 

* News of him. In about ten Days Time he fent 

* a Letter, giving us a full Account of his Con- 

* dition : In Ihort, he was arretted for a Note of 

* Hand he had given a Lady in Drury-Lane^ fof 

* nine Guineas ; and, not being able to pay the 

* Money, or give Bail, was carry'd to the Mar^ 

* Jhalfea Prifon. 

* 1 thought the old Folks would have gon^ 

* mad at this News ; for, befides their Concern 

' for their Son's Confinement, they were now . 
' convinc'd, the Money he had been three Years 

* labouring for, was dl fquander'd away and loft t 

* However, we went to the Prifon, to enquire 

* farther into the Affair, 

* Of all tlie fhocking Scenes that Folly occa* 
' fion'd, or Mifery could produce, fure tnis was 

* the moft dreadful. I fhudder'd with Horror, 
' left any Mifcondudl:, or Misfortune, (hould 
^ ever bring me to that Place." 

Mr. Valentine was going on with a Defcription 
of the Prifon ; but I could not help fighing, and 
faying, Ak ! Str^ I (im too well acquainted with 

that Place, yiuFalentine Was forry I had ever 

been fo unhappy, wifh'd I might never be fa 
again, and purfu'd his Story. 

< I think our Sailor was the moft terrible Fi-* 
gure of the whole Group. We found him 
dead drunk, and afleep in the Woman's Lap,^ 
as the Turnkey inform'd us, who had brought 
him to that Mifery. Upon the old Man's &- 
iiig her. What {he did with his Son ; (he told 
him. He was her Hufband, and as fhe heard hel 
was going to Sea and leave her, (he had put 
him there to fecure him. Hujband ! fays the 
* Father aiMs'd, pray who marrfdf^H? WhaCt 

D 3 ^ *a% 
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thatto you^you oldThief^ cry'dflie; if yofu Jay* 
a Word more rilT2i^ you into Newgate. Here 
fhe fwore all the unaccountable Oaths that 
Wickednefs could invent ; and I believe flie 
would have beat the poor old Man, if I and the 
Jailor had not been prefent to prevent her. 
* The Noiie of this Wrangle wak'd the Tar ; 
who was fo little fenfible of the Injury this 
Creature had done him, that he cry'd out, My 
dear Molly, don't make fuch a Noije^ but let me 
Jleep an Hour ^r two j and fo laid his Head 
down again. 

* The old Man, enrag'd at this Behaviour, 
flew it him, tore him from the Woman, who 
immediately reveng'd herfelf upon his Mother, 
and laid her cover'd with Blood upon the 
Ground, before we could take her off. 
' The old Folks went Home in Grief, quite in- 

' capable of taking any Advice. However, I 

took another Way, and went to a young Attor- 
ney of my Acquaintance, and told him the Affair,, 
and withal, that I believ'd the Adion would 
not ftand the Teft, if a Perfon who underftood 
it would appear in the young Fellow's Be- 
half. He promis'd his Afliftance, and that I 

{hould hear from him the nejct Day. 

* As I was coming back, I met my Friend, the 
Clerk, that carry'd my Letter to Diana. He 
began direftly, and told me how Mr* BevilYizA 
treated him for his Meflage. When the Ser- 
vant^ faid he, inform^ dT)mn2L a Gentleman would 
fpeak with her^ her Father unluckily over-heard 
him ; andf asfoon asjhe came out ^Jlood upon the 
Stairs to lijlen to the Buftnefi. When I had toU 
her from whom I came^ and given her the Letter^ 
he ruflj'd upon her^fnatcVd it out of her Hdndj 

and with aSfifi he had^fcll upon mh ^^ ^f *^ 
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* would murder me. For fome Time I bore his 

* Rage J andendeavour^d to pacify it \ but ^finding 

* hejiill perjijled^ I up with my fFhipy and at- 
< tacked him as fiercely in my Turn ; at which he 

* roar*d out^ and the Servants comings he ordered 

* them to throw me into the Horfe-pondy which they 
^ immediately did, 'Not being fat isfyd with this ^ 

* he would have had me before a Magiflrate^ and 
^ fent me to Prifon for attempting to rob his 

* Houfe J and I was oblig'd to fend for fome Rela-- 

* tions I have there^ before I could get released. 

* I could not make a proper Apology tor the 

* ill Ufage he had receiv'd on my Account, be- 

* for^ I enquir'd how Diana behav'd on this Oc- 

' cafion. — Oh ! faid he, the Moment I told her ^ 

* my Errandy there was a viftble Pleafure in her 

* Face and Eyes ; and the Agony Jhe was in when 

* her Father fei%^d the Letter j Jhew^dhow fenfibly 
> Jhi felt the Difappointment. 

* This Account of DiatJa's Behaviour gave mc 

* freth Comfort ; for, while I was fecure of her 

* Inclinations, I did not doubt but fome Time or 

* other a lucky Accident might bring us toge- 
< ther. 

* I then told my Friend the Confequence of 

* that Letter, and of my Father's barbarous 

* Treatment, which he heard with all the Marks 
' of Pity and Friendihip ; and, notwithftanding 

* he had got well drubb'd upon my Account, he 

* only feem'd concerned that he could not fucceed 

* as he wifli*d, and promis'd me his Affiftance 
^ whenever I ftood in need of it. 

* The next Day I met my Attorney, according 

* to Appointment ; who inform'd me. He had en^ 

* quired about the Affair, and found they had i 
^ Note, though he hy^liev'd, got from him when 

* ii« was druiSi; ; Tft, faid he, as th pvin%^ FelW^ 
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is in the Hands of People who will fw ear any 
Things it woiild be better to compound with thentj 
than tojiand Trial. 

' 1 lejft it entirely to his Management ; and, 
in the Afternoon, he brought me Word the 
Plaintiff had confeiited to take three Guineas 
down, and a Note for the Remainder, payable 
in a Year's Time. — I had now not much above 
feven Guineas left ; however, I was determin'd 
to releafe the unfortunate young Fellow, fo 
gave my Friend five Guineas, which paid the 
Compofition and Charges, and the Attorney 
brought him in the Evening Home to his Fa- 
ther. 

* By my Advice there was not any Thing faid 
to him that Night ; but he was put to Bed, in 
order to recover his Senfes, which I imagine he 
had not been Mafter of for many Days. 

* When Sleep had a little brought him to him- 
felf, he feem'd full of Repentance : and toJd 
us. That he had receiv'd only One Hundred 
Pounds, which was fpent ; but that he had a 
Right to another in two Months, which he 
would give his Father Power to receive. This 
Offer reconcil'd the old Folks, and once more 
we were happy : But it did not laft long, for 
next Day brought a Misfortune with it, greater 
than any thefe poor People had felt before, 
' My r ather, by what Means I could never 

learn, having heard that I was lodg'd at the 
Porter's Houfe, had frequent Entertainments 
there with a Pack of Sailors, and was after- 
wards- concern'd with a Gang of infamous Peo- 
ple at the Marjhalfea^ when the Porter went to 
his Bufmefs, as ufual, turn'd him out of his 
Houfe, and threatened to profecute him for de- 

; baucbing hi$ S^Ai The Maniaid aU te could 
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to juftify his Innocence, but In vain, for my *■ 
Father4lew to a Magiftrate, in order to get a 
Warrant to fend the poor Fellow to Prifon, as 
a diforderly Perfon, and an Encourager of 
Youth in all Sorts of Vice. 

* This Threat fo terrifyM the Man, that he 
ran Home like one diftrafted, hid himfelf in a 
Clofet, and could hardly be prevail'd with to 
come out to take any Refrelhment ; while his 
Wife flood trembling at the Door, alarm'd at 
every Foot that ftirr'd, left it fhould be Officers 
to take away her Hufband. 

* Thefe poor People's Misfortune fhock'd me 
more than any that had, or could happen to 
myfelf J fmce I was partly the Caufe of it, and 
had not any Power or Means to deliver them 
from it. 

* During this Ruffle, their Son went out every 
Day ; and, by the Confequence, I fuppofe, di- 
verted himfdf with his old Companions ; for 
in about a Week's Time, he ftripp'd my Trunk 
of every Thing of Value. With thefe, and 
fome Trifles of his Parents, he went off, and 
has never fince been heard of. 

* This ungrateful A6lipn was frefh Caufe of 
Griefto his Father and Mother; and, though 
I made light of my Lofs, that tiiey might not' 
be too much affli^cd, yet it was t very feverc 
Trial of my Patience, for he had left me no- 
thing but three Shirts and two Pair of Stock- 
ings ; which, with the Cloaths I happen'd to 
have on, was all the Stock I had to appear in : 
However, Fortune feem'd now inclin^dto make 
me Amends ; for, juft at this Time, my Friend 
that carried die Letter to Diana, brought me 
Word my Uncle had been in Town two Days : 
This News reviv'd me, for he was alvraY^ rwsi^ 
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tender of me' than either of my Parents : Nay, 
though my Father and he had a Difpute in 
Law, and were avow'd Enemies, yet his Kind- 
nefs for me ftill continu'd, and would often give 
our Servant Money to let him fee me, unknown 
to my Father. 

* How the Abfence of nine Years, fpent in the 
Indies^ might have raz'd me from his AffedUons 
I could not tell, but I was determin'd to waitoa 
him, and try my Fortune: Befides, as I had not 
been guilty of any Bafe AdHon, my Father's 
cruel Treatment of me (as they were at Vari- 
ance) might more induce him to take me under 
his Prote(9ion; at leaft I had great Hope from 
his former Love, aijd thought it would be bet- 
ter to tell my own Story^ before he had heard 
it from a lefs honeft Perion. 

* I went jthe next Morning, and was received 
with Marks of the tendereft Afledtion ; nay, fo 
much that he could not forbear fliedding Tears 
at this Meeting. Wh^u his firft Tranfporti 
were over, he began to enquire after my Fa- 
tfier, what he del^n'd me for, or whether he 
hadyet introduced me into Bufinefe. 

* Thefe Queftions fill'd my Heart with Sor- 
row. I burft into a Flood of Tears, and told 
him plainly the whole Truth, from my going 
to Mr. BeviPs with my Father, to the Sailor's 
flxipping me of my Cloaths. After a little 
Paufe, Are youfure^ faid he, this is true that 
you have told me? I averr'd it with the-moftfo- 
lemn Proteftations ; and begg'd, if he found mc 
falfe in the leaft Tittle, to abandon me for ever. 
TFell^ rcply'd he, rifing from his Chair, then 
hereafter til look upon you as my Son^ andper^ 
haps you'll have no Caufe to repent the Change \ 

for I'm as able to protehyou as your Father am 

.J 
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* by what you have fatd^ lamfure much more in^ 

* inclined to it, 

* He immediately gave Orders to fit me out 

* like a Gentleman, and made me aPrefentof a 

* Fifty Pounds Bill And, in a few Days, pro- 

* cur'd the Porter a Place in the India Houfe as 

* a reward for his Fidelity to me. 

* For two Years I have been fupply'd by his 

* Bounty, which has enrag'd my Father (for 

* they are ftill at Law) beyond all hopes of Re-- 

* concilement. He threatens me in all Company, 

* and vows he'll never leave me 'till I am ruin'd : 

* But my Uncle's good Nature and Liberality 

* make all his Threats of no EfFeft. He is 

* now gone to France^ upon fome great Affair that 

* required his Prefence to fettle, and won't re- 

* turn thefe four Months: But, left my Father 

* fhould form any mifchievous Defign againft me 

* in his Abfence, he has given me a Htmdred 

* Pounds, and left Orders with his Attorney to 

* fupplyme farther, if any Accident fhould hap- 

* pen before he comes back.' 

Here I ask'd him, Whether he had entirely 
acquainted his Uncle with the Paffion he had for 
Diana ? He told me, He had, but that his Un- 
cle advis'^d him to forget her j faying. That Mr. 
J?m/and he were never upon good Terms, and 
that any Interceflion of his would but turn againft 

him. 

« As I loft my Father upon this Lady's Ac- 
< count, I did not care to trouble my Uncle any 
« more with her ; and tho' (he is never out of 

* my Thoughts, I have never fmce mention'd heir 

« to him.' . 

Pray^ ilfr. Valentine, faid I, how came you Jo 

intimately acquainted with Mrs. Megg6t ? 5/r, 

rcghj'd 
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replyM he, an Accident brought her into my Com* 
pany ; and it is not imtojjible^ but Jhe may prove 
the means of obtaining Diana. S/V, faid I, as you 
have entrujied me with the other Particulars $f 
your Life J IJhould be glad to know how it can he 
in her rower to ferveyou? 

^ Why after my Friend, faid he, had done me 
fiich fignal Service, in informing me of my 
Uncle's Return, we grew more and more inti- 
mate; 'till, at length, we feldom vifited, or 
took any Pleafure, unlefs we were together. 
' One Day he carried me to drink Tea with 
Mrs. Meggot. What particular Joy he had ifl 
her Company I can't fay : Whether he found it 
in her own Pcrfon, or whether through her 
Means he had it of another, I never enquir'd ; 
but he was very intimate with her, and many 
more of the Aiftrefles who us'd to vifit at her 
Houfe. But my Friend was always a Dangler 
after the Stage ; and I doubt not but you have 
many fuch behind the Scenes, who are never io 
happy as when within the Smell of Tragedy- 
Petticoats. 

' Among the reft of our Difcourfe, Mrs. Meg-^ 
got began to tell of a Misfortune that befel her 
the Year before; which was, that after fhe had 
play'd a whole Summer without Succefs in the 
North J as fhe was coming up in the Waggon, 
it over-fet ; by which Accident, (he broke her 
GoUar-bone, and was forc'd to be left at an Inn 
upon the Road, with only Eleven Shillings in 
her Pocket, and not a Friend near the Place : \ 
And there eontinu'd (he, Imujl have perijh^ dy if 
tt had not been for the good Nature of a young 
Lady. I wrote to her Mother Day^ anclfent her 
fome Pamphlets .* Any Thing diverts in the 
Country^ you know and the good Creature 

fmi 
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ferrt me up a Turkey and Chine^ and a Guinea t9 
drink her Health. — -Drink your Health ! Oh! 
my dear Lady Diana Bevil, FU never Jleep 
without remembring your Goodnefs to me ! 
' Had (he come into the Room, it could not 
have furpriz'd me more, than Mrs. Meggof^ 
mentioningher Name ! I was all over Tranf- 
port and Trembling ! My Confufion was fd* 
.great, that the Comj)any took Notice of it ; 
K) I whifper'd my Friend to make his Vifit as 
(hort as he could, for I wanted to fpeak to 
him upon particular Bufinefs. He feem'd fur- 
priz'd at my Haft^ but took his Leave, and we 
went out together. 

' My Friend knew all the Story of my Love^ 
hilt had forgot the Lady's Name. I was now 
oblig'd to tell him plainly^ in hopes he would 
engage Mrs. Meggot to my Intereft, that the 
Lady Ihe had mentioned was the dear Creature, 
for whom I had fuffer'd fo much Difgrace and 
Trouble. 

' /w//J, faid lie, j<7a had told me Jo before % 
for ever fince Mrs, Meggct was in that Di^ 
Jirefs^ Diana has taken a particular Ftincy to her^ 
and keeps up a Correfpondence with her^ She fends 
her frequent Prefents% and Mrs* Meggot, /«. 
Returnyfends her all the new Pamphlet s^ Songs, 
and other Things of Wit and Humour, to divert 
her leifure Hours, 

^ This News tranfported me, I begg'd him to 
ufe his utmoft Endeavours with Mrs. Meggot to 
convey a Letter to her; adding, I was fure 
Diana would be as much oblig'd to her as my- 

felf / don^t knoWy reply'd he, whether Jhe^ 

can do that j but Fll anfwtr for her^ Jhe.Jhall 

do you all the Service Jhe can. She was talking 

father Day y that Jhe had an Offer to play at the 
Town in the Hotihyju/i by wh$re Diati^iTl'ucs. 
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* I cart t tell whether Jhe has refolv^domvt \ hut t 

* knowjhe had rather ga there than to anyplace in 

* ^n^zn^<i purely for the fake of feeing her dear 

* Lady Diana, as fie calls her, 

* My Friend promis'd to break the Affair to 

* Mrs. JIdeggotj and appointed next Day for re- 

* newing our Vifit to her. Accordingly wc 

*' met, and waited on ha: together. 

* As ihe was luckily alone, my Friend im- 

* mediately ^as'd my Impatience, and began upon 
*' the Bufmefs, In fhort, told the whole Affair ; 

* and that he fhould look upon it as a Favour 

* done to himfelf, if Ihe could fenre me. 

^ Mrs. Meggotj you know, is never fo happy as 

* when flie can get at a Secret \ and, if fhe is 

* to be concern'd, raifes Difficulties to enhance 

* the Obligation. This was the Cafe now j for, 
'^ after a long Confideration, and many important 
** Looks, fhe told me, the Thing 1 requefled 

* would be quite kiconfiflent with Di/ina's prefent 

* Circumftances : Fory faid fhe, fie wrote me 

* Tf^rdinher lajlhut one^ that fie was almofi a 

* PrifoneTj being nevtr fuffer*d to Jlir abroad^ 

* ^Mthout her Father ; nor to receive^ or write 

* any Letter s^ but what he had 'the firft perufat 
< of- jtnd lam afraid^ continued fhe, *tis up^ 

* on your Account that fie is thus confirCd : IfiaH 

* hate the Sight of you O my poor Diana 

« (Here fhe fell a crying) that fie Jhould be 

* brought to this Condition for a Man. — Gady 

* rd fee 'em, all han^d before Fd fuffer fo 

* much, 

^ With this, and a great deal more im- 

* pertinent Nonfenfe of the ftme Sort fhe kept 

* us near an Hour : At length my Friend reduc'd 

* her to Reafon, and made her anfwer to the 

* Furpofc. 

^ She 
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* She then told me you had made her a Pro- 

* pofal to go with a Company of Players there 

• this Seafon ; and that, upon my Account, (he 

* would go with them, provided they could gee 

* Neceflaries fit for fuch an Undertaking : That 

* when flie was there, fhe would wait upon Lady 
^ Diana^ and would undertake to deliver anv 

* Letter or Mefiage I would d<jfire. This 1 
f greatly approved of, and gave her Five Guineai 

• as a retaining Fee : But finding your Scheme 

• likely to be deftro/d, for want of Money> t 

• defiled Mrs. Meggot to introduce mc, as a rer- 

• (on willing to bean Ador; and to tell you> 
^ upon your admittiHg me into the Company^ 

* I would advance a fmallSum to further the 

• Defign. 

* I have now let you into the Whole, and 
^ beg youll nevtr mentioA a Circumftance of it 
^ to any Perfonwhatfocver; and, as myNam^ 

* will caufe me to be fuTpe^ed, pnCy know vM 

• by the Name of Ramble^ a young Gentleman 
^ bred to the Law ; but, having a ftrong In- 
^ dination to the Stage, came down diere to try 

* my Capacity, before I ventured to appear in 

• London.^ 

I promised Mr. Ramble^ (as we may now call 
him) a punSual Obfcrvance of all he defir'd ; 
and wifli'd for an Opportimity of ferving him, to 
deferve the Confidence he plac'd in me. 
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CHAP. V. 

The Difficulty of fitting ASfors with Cbaths and 
Parts 'y with Jome RefteSf ions on young Players. 

TH £ next Day Mr. Glitter and Mr. Gram-' 
m^r were to go down ; and, asthePhraie 

fa. Take the Town Accordingly, we fitted them 

out, and gave them Two Guineas a-piece, that 
I had borrowed of Mr. Ramble. While they 
were gone, I employ- d myfelf in fitting the 
People with Cloaths, which wasnoeafyTafk; 
for Mr. Sprufey who was to play only Tr^edy 
and fine Gentlemen, would have all Sorts of Ne- 
ceflaries for Low-Conudy \ and Mr. Pepper ^ who 
was a Low Comedian, and fit for no Charader, 
but fuch as a Gomez or a Mi/erj infifted upon 
the fineft Suits for himfelf. This produced fuch 
warm Arguments on all Sides, that I was afraid 
fome of our Troops would defert; but Mn 
Pepper^ s Folly found a Remedy, when all my 
Reafon was exhaufted ; which was this^— Among 
the Cloaths defign'd for us by the Lender, none 
(eem'd fo handfome as a Dre& made for Kins 
Richard the Third. This was luckily produced 
in the Height of the Wrangle. Mr. Peppery 
upon feeing it, ftopt fhort ; and after a fhort Paufe 
told Mr. . Spruce that he fliould take the firft 
Choice of the Cloaths, provided he would give 
him the Parr of iJ/VA^r^/ (which was defign'd for 

Mr. Spruce) that he might wear that Drefs. 

Spruce awhile deny'd this ; but upon Pepper^ 
C5ondefcenfion, and producing many Arguments 
in his Favour J the chief of which was, that he 
was cxa£Uy the Size of Mr, G , it was gi- 
ven 
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ven up, and for the prcfent all Aninwfity ceas'd 
between thefe two Heroes. 

Nor was there lefs Confufion among the Wo- 
men: Indeed they were not quite fo outrageous, 
but full as malicious. Mrs. Broad "W^^ the moft 
unreafonable ; for there was not a Drefs that was 
clean or genteel, but fhe fixt on for her own Ufe, 
but ftill found fault with them, and recommended 
all the old, tarnifti'd Habits, to heV Sifter Ac- 
trefles. This Mifs Whiffle (tho' flie kept up the 
Gentlewoman) refentedj and told her, with a 
Sneer, fhe had moreCloadis than Parts: Adding 
if fhe had Folly enough to expe<3 a Suit for eveiy 
Chara£ler fhe was to play, they would be more 
than a dozen Waggons could carry. But^ con- 
tinu'd fhe, ysu may put up what you pleafe for 
me \ I Jhall dljiingwjh my f elf enough by my perform 
mance. With thefe Words fhe fwam out of the 
Room, and gave Mrs. Broad an Opportunity of 
venting her Rage, which fhe threw all at Mifs 
Whiffle^% Charader. She reckoned up all the 
Amours fhe had had, how many Gallants fhe 
had jilted, and young Fellows taken in: In fhort, 
recounted her whole Life; and, in {o fcandalous 
a Manner, that the Aftors blufii'd to hear her. 
I was afraid this Breach would hurt our Scheme ; 
but, to my great Surprize, I found Mrs. Broad 
drinking Tea at Mifs fVhtffle's the next Day. 

The reft were as mutinous about their Cloath3 
as thefe ; fp that my whole Work for four Days, 
was not, as I defign'd, to pick out proper Dref- 
fes for the Company, but to prevent the Com* 

pany's picking out one another's Eyes. As for 

Mr, Ramble^ they would not fufFer himi ,to Rave 
a Suit ; for they faid. It was Time enough to ft 
Strollers^ when the Houfe^A^iors were fervid. 

It may*nt be improper here, nor thought im- 

£ 3 pertiikat 
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pertinent to the Reader, to take. Notice of the 
different Clafs of Aftbrs^ and the Diftinflion 
there is between a Houfe-Aftor (as they are call'd) 
and a Stroller. 

The Principals of the Theatres in London^ 
were generally made Aftors by their own Genius: 
To prove this true, many have left better Pro- 
feffions, where they had great Profpe£b of Sue- - 
cefs, for the Stage, drawn to it meerly by Incli- 
nation. On the contrary, the Strolling-Compa- 
iiies are commonly a Set of undutiful rrentices, 
idle Artificers, and Boys run mad with reading 
what they don*t underftand. This Aflertion, 1 

think, can't be call'd falfe by any but 

thofe who have not had Curiofity to fee a Play at 
the Tennis-Court : but notwithftanding, fome of 
thefe, after long Praftice, and great HardfHips in 
the Country, get into the Theatres, and prove 
ufeful (tho* not excellent) Performers : For they 
all bring home a Whine of their Education; and 
^tis as eafy to know a Country- Ador from a 
Town one, as ^tis a French from an EngUJh Man. 
Here they immediately commence Gentlemen; 
yet tho* dieir Income is greater, find their For- 
tune lefs, and in a Year's Time are more afraid 
of Bailiffs, than they were before of Conftables, 
As I have cxperienc'a this, I could fay more of it; 
but my Friend Glitter being juft arriv'd jfrom the 
Norths I muft leave my Obfervations to another 
Opportunity, and h^ar bis Succefs. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Glitter jw^/Grammar*! Expedition into the North • 

SEEING Glitter alone, I could not help 
firft enquiring 2StQT Grammar. * Ah! /ays 
' Glitter, I wifhl had never feen his Face ; he has 

* put me to more Expencc and Trouble than all 
' my Journey befides. He has been drunk all 

* the Way, quarrel'd at every Houfe he came to, 

* and was in a fair Way of ruining all our 
' Scheme ? * I was amaz'd at Grammar's Beha- 
viour, and begg'd my Friend to tell the whole 
Journey 5 which he did, thus : 

' You know, /aid he^ we fat out on Foot ; 

* but before we got a Mile from Town, Gram-- 

* mar muft needs reft himfelf, which he did at an 

* Alehoufe, and drank two Drams of Gin and a 
^ Quart of Ale ; with much ado I got him on to 

* Highgate^ where he again complain'd of being 

* tir'd, and repeated his Draughts : In fhort, 

* before we had walk'd eight Miles, the Liquor 
^ had got fo much Mafter of him, that he could 

* fcarce move a Leg j and, when I accus'd him 

* ofbeing lazy, he immediately afFefted an hun- 
^ dred Diforders : Sometimes he had the Gout, 

* fometimes the Rheumatifm, and .at laft declar'd 

* he could go no farther that Night j fo I was 

* oblig'd to go into, an Inn, and order Bedsl 

* While I turn'd my Back, he order'd a Couple 

* of Ducks for Supper ; which, though it was 

* more Expence than IJefigned to run into, yet 
^ in hopes it would comfort my Fellow-Travel- 

* ler, I readily confented to it, 

' While Supper was dreffing, he cntertain'd 

* himfelf with a Pipe and Bgtde of Wine \ fo^^ot. 
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all his Difeafes, and went fevera) Times into 
the Kitchen to enquire after th^ Ducks. At 
laft, being by this pretty drunk, he call'd out. 
Here, Cook, pray an* t you troubled with LocuJi$ 
in this Country? The Maid anlwer'd, very in- 
nocently, Noy Sir^ I never Jaw one. No ! re- 
ply'd he, why here^s one going to prey upon my 
Ducks J pointing to a Trooper, who had juft 
fet himfelf down by the Fire-Side. The Fellow 
immediately rofe up in a Paffion ; told him he 
was a Scoundrel, for he was fure ao Gentleman 
would caft a Refleftion upon the Army. Gram-- 
mar, fo far from purfuine his Point, or making 
a reafonable Reply, afk'd him if he could fpeak 
Greek. The Trooper repeated his Abufe; 
Grammar\^t^n, and fpoke out of //i?;»^r,fafter 
than the Trooper could call Names. When 
they were both out of Breath, Grammar con- 
cluded with faying. There, you Blockhead, dor 
that if you can. This, with People's laugh- 
ing, fo enrag'd th^ Soldier, that he fairly hit hint 
a Box on the Ear j and, if we had not inter- 
posed, would have made him lame in good ear* 
neft. Grammar, finding the Company between, 
gave his Antagonift all the fcurrilous Language 
he could think of; but Supper being ready. 
Grammar followed it, faying, he never fought 
with Scoundrels without a J uftice of Peace for 
his Second. — When he had fupp'd, and drank 
beft Part of another Bottle, he wanted to fight 
the Soldier for a Guinea \ and it was not with- 
out the Afliftance of the Drawers that I got 
f him to Bed. 

• Next Morning he wak'd betimes, and hur- 
* ried me out of the Inn without my Breakfaft> 
f I fuppofe he recollected what he bad done over 

* Ni^t^ 
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Night, and was glad to get away before the 
SoWier met with him. 

* He made a hafty March for a Mife or two,^ 
without fpeaking one Word 5 but then, think- 
ing himfelf out of Danger, he began to inveigh 
bitterly againft the Trooper; and, indeed, the 
Army in general. I kept my Patience as long 
a$ I could } but he grew io abufive^ that I 
could not help giving him a Caution of fuch 
Behaviour, faying, that fome Time or od^r he 
would get his Bones broke for his Scurrility, 
This Difcouffe did not at all pleafe Grammar. 
' He began .unmediately to be tir'd, and' all his 
Lamenefs and Diieafes retum'd, 'till he was in 
the fame Condition as he had been the Day be- 
fore. At every Alehoufe we came to his rains 
were fo exquifite, he was oblig'd to flop and 
drink : In fhort^ before we had: walk'd five 
Milesji he was as drutik as be had b^en oyer 
Niehti 

< ft was impoffible, m tbis: Condition, to get 
him forward ; and, after wafting the Day 'till 
Six o' Clock, I was fbrc'd to put him into a 
Waggon that was going to St. AtbarCs^ where 
he immediately fell afleep, while I walk'd for- 
ward. About Nine o' Clock he arriv'd, a little 
recover d with the Nap he had taken j but 
he no fooner came in than he began again, and 
would not go to B,ed 'till he was alnioft ftupi- 
fied. When I faw him in Bed, I went into the 
Kitdien, and fmokM a Pipe with two or three 
hearty Gentlemen, whofe Converfation pleas'd 
me ; but we had not enjoy'd ourfelves long, be- 
fore we, and all the Houfe, were alarm'd with 
an Outcry of Thieves ! Murder ! Whore ! and 
the like : When running to the Stairs, from 
! whence the Noife came« vv« met &e Servaivt^ 
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Maid of the Inn, with her Hair about her 
Shoulders, and in a terrible Fright, fcreamingji 
out for Help, and Grammar in his Shirt, with 
his Oak-Stick in his Hand, following, as intend* 
ing to knock her Brains out ^ and bawling out. 

Stop her\ Jhe*5 a Thief. After feparating the 

Combatants, and enquiring into the Affair, we 
found the Maid, after (he thought Grammar 
was aiteep, went into the Room, in order ta 
take care of his Candle ; but he being drunk^ 
and but half afleep, flew out of Bed, fwore (he 
intended to rob bim \ and, if the poor Girl had 
not had the Heels of him, he would certain!;;' 
have murder'd her: Nay, after we explain'd 
the Fa£t to him, he. ftiH perfifted, and. fwore he 
faw her take a Guinea out of his Pocket. Thit^ 
I knew to be falfe ; for, to niy certain Know* 
ledge, he could have but Three Shillings^ 
which I lent him when he firft went into we 
Waggon, Two of which we found in hit 
Pocket ; the odier, I fuppofe, he had fpent bjr 
the Way^ Upon this I acquitted the Girl, but 
Could not set Grammar to Bed, 'till I had prp^ 
mifed he i&uld have Satisfadion in the Mom«^ 
ing. 

* JOuring this Fray the Landlord of the Inn;' 
was gone to a neighboyrine Fair, fo that his 
Wife, who was big with Child,^ was ten timea 
more terrified than (he would have been had 
her Hufband been at Home» She had a Num-^ 
her of Fits, and I really thought would have 
expir'd in the Fright. 

* Next Morning, before we were up, my Hoft 
arrived ^ ^nd hearing of this Difbrdef from hia 
Wife, who painted it, no doubt, as her Fears 
conceived it, much worfe than it was, grew 
quite outrageous 5 and, in his Paflion, fentfor, 

< a Conftabkt 
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a Cohftable, and feiz'd poor Grammar in Bed. 
They would not give him Time to put on 
more than his Breeches; and, in this Condi- 
tion, would have haul'd him before a Juftice, 
had not my Entreaties prevented them. 
* Upon talking a little with the Xrandlord, I 
found he was a ftifF, proud Fellow, who having 
been a Slave to the World 'till he had fill'd his 
Purfe, now took Pkafure in opprefling all that 

fell into his Power. 1 prefently made Gram^ 

mar a Sacrifice to his Pride, and propos'd he 
ihould alkhis Pardon in any Manner he pleas'd. 
He faid. Let the Fellow ajk my Wife's^ and the 
Maitts Pardon ; as for myfelf^ 1 don^t require 
any dirty Submijffion. This Grammar did upon 
which he was difcharg'd ; and we made the 
bcftofour Way, not a little rejoyc'd at this 
Efcape. 



CHAP vn, 

^e Mayor tind Conjkxble^s Behaviour j with 
Grammar*j going to Church. 

^ T T P O N reprcfenting to Grammar the i|l 

* vJ Confequences that might attend his Beh%- 

* viour in a ftrange Place, he immediately grew 

* tir'd, and wanted to purfue his old Courfe of 

* drinking at evety Houfe. Luckily, the firil 

* Inn we ftopp'd 2^t, there was a Coach and Four; 

* which, upon Enquiry, I found was going within 

* three Miles of oiir Journey's End. This made 

* me confider, if we could get a Paflage for a 
^ fmall Sum, it would be better and cheaper tha^ 

* flopping at every Houfe, and be liable to the 
^ JnwmenkncQsGrammar^s Drunkennefs might 



48 Young S G A R R O N, 

bring us into. I hnmediately talk'd with the 
Coachman, who ;^eed for Twelve Shillings to 
carry us. Grammar was greatly pleas'd with 
this Bargain, drank two or three Drams more, 
and got into the Coach ; where he foon fell a- 
fleep, and never wak'd 'till we ftopp'd to dine. 
After we had eat and drank heartily, we pur-i 
fued our Journey, and Grammar renew'd his 
Nap ; which was broke into but once *till wc 
came to the Place to which the Coachman had 
agreed to carry us, and where we arrived about 
a Quarter after Ten at Night. 

* We fpent that Night with the Coachman, 
who entertain'd us very well with an Account 
of the diflerent Humours of the Family he liv'd 
in; and Grammar behav'd now more like a 
reaibnable Creature, than he had done all the 
Way upon the Road. 

* The next Day wt clean'd ourfelves, and 
waited npon thtf Mayor, He is call'd a Grocery 
but his Houfe has more the Appearance of a 
Chandler's Shop. He is a great, fat Man, of 
about fixty Years of Age, with an Importance 
about him that makes the Poor tremble, and 
thofe out of his Power laugh. He receiv'd us 
with great Solemnity, and alk'd us into his Par- 
lour, where his Lady fat in State, pinn'd up in 
a Double-Clout, in an Elbow-Chair, vnriting 
out her Hufband's Bills, and fettling his Ac- 
counts. Upon our Entrance, the Mayor gave 
her a Nod j which fhe not obferving, he (hut 
up the Book before her, and waved his Hand 
for her to withdraw. The Lady immediately 
acknowledg'd his Power, and went out with si 
low Courtefy, while the Magiftrate took her 
Place. 

« Wc 
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«< We told obrBuilnefs with great Submiflion 
and begg'd his Protection to our Undertaking. 
When we had done, we paus'd for his Anfwer, 
He look'd hard at us $ and, in a few Minutes^ 
caird his Ma:fi, s^ld'bid'hinl bringa Pipe of 
Tobacco and itandle. When he had takert 
' two or three Whiffi, he with great Dignity 
' told us, he had conftder'd of what we sSc'd; 
and, if our Behaviour was malignant (thefe 
wtrt his Words) he gave us free Leave to tc-* 
rcupy 9ur Inginukp Wje thank'd him kindly 
' for his Indulgence: Upon this, he called for a 
' Tankard, vt^idi h^ took up; and, Ihaldng 
' Grammar by die^andy ftid^ Hen^syokr Health: 
^ m prote^youi Grammar Tetmn'd his Favour 
^ by doing him hearty Juftice in the Ale, attend- 
^ €d with great Encomiums upon the Goodnefs 
^ of theLiquoF. 

;' Thfe Mayors it feems, valu'd himfelf upofi 
f.his Ak^ ^erefore this high Approbation oiF 
F; <?f*^iwflwr^S! could not fail or pleaftng him; and 
t fojnudi, thathe call'd for t'other Bottle, and 
i and three more after tiiat. As I found the Ef- 
' fefts of it a little in my own Head, I was afraid 
f it' would put my Companion into his Tantrumik 
« therefore dedin'd drinking any more at that 
« Time-*— but the Mayor infilled thatwefhould 

* dine with him. I would have excus'd myfelf 5 

* tut Grammar i who never Wanted twice afking 

* to good Eating, puU'd me by the Sleeve, and 

* faid, very civilly, he would do himfelf the 

* Honour to wait on him. As we were going 

< out, the Mayor call'd us back, and told us ht 

* was going to Church, and defir'd we would "ac- 

* company him ; adding, / ajfure you^ Gentle^' 
' men^ then are Curiojities worth your notifying^ 
*^ I lik'd this ii'ropofal very well, as it would k^e^j 



^, i 
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us from drinking any more, but found it did 
•not at all reli{h Grammar; for as he had began 
the Day with toping, he wanted to purfue it 
'till Dinner: But notwithftanding his Aver^ 
fion^ he was oblig'd to comply with the May- 
or's Requeft. 

* We march'd in great State after the Magif- 
trate, who pointed out to us every Thing re- 
markable as we walk'd ; but was very particular 
about a Pair of Stocks that he had order'd to 
be mov'd and new^painted, fayii^. It was now 
an Ornament to the Town; and by being placed 
fo puhlicklyj frighted People from Swearing 
and Curftngy as they us*d to do. And then, 
in a Whifper, laid, I long tot have V/w hand^ 
feird. 
^ Ttus dry Difcourfe, with the Ale he had 
drank in the Morning, fet Grammar a gaping ; 
and, while the iirft Leflbii was reading, he 
fairly fell afleep. As we fat with the Mayoi^ 
all the People's Eyes were upon us, iCnd I was 
greatly afraid we fhould lofe his Favour by 
this indecent Behaviour, but he took no No'>> 
tice of it; and tho' I kidc'd and nudg'd Gram- 
mar as much as I could, it was all in vain,' it 
was out of my Power todifturb him: But to 
my great SatisfafKon, when the Service was 
over, I found the Mayor upon his Kneesy in : as 
found a Sleep as Grammar was. Whether the 
Mayor did this in Complaifance to his Company, 
or for his own Emolument, I can't tdl, but it 
was with much Difficulty I got 'em out of the 
Church* 

^ ' Soon as we were clear of the People, the 

Maypr proposed a Gill and Bitters, which rais'd 

^Grammars Spirits. This being agreed to, we 

.j)Ut it into iixecution at the hrft Tavern we 

* canie 
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• came at" — ^By this Dinner was ready, and 

• Mrs. Mayorefe clrefs'd to receive us. 

' The Table was furnifh'd with good Fowja 

* and Bacon, and a Joint of Miitton. The 

* Mayor tuck'd in his Napkin and paid away 

• heartily, all the Time commending the Good- 

* raefs of his Bacon; tellirtg us, tho' it Wds of his 

* own fatting, and the beft in England^ hvS 

* Neighbours fcrupled to give a Groat a Pound 

* for it: Adding, A Pox upon ^eniy t bey ought u 

* be all fit in the Stocks for their Impudence, Some 

* of V/71 keep Hogs of their own ; but^ rabbit me^ 

• if I catch \efn about Town F II pound every Snout 

* of *em. Grammar commended all he faidL 

• and kept pace with him in every Thing he didl 
« viz. Eating and Drinking. Mrs. Mayorefs 

• repeated every Thing her Husband faid; and 

• with great Reverence, drank his Health three 

• or four Times, which Grammar as refpedfully 

♦ pledg'd.. . ^ ' 
^ Dinner being over, the maglfterial Nod was gi- 

• ven for Mrs. Mayorefs to withdraw, which (he ad- 

• cordingly did, and Pipes and Tobacco took 

• their Place. —By that Tknc We bad drank a 

* Glafs, a Meflage was^brought that M*. Gonft^- ' 

• ble was without.— —Z^f htm come in^ fays dYe 

• Mayor^ Immediately a poor^ ihriVelFd haggdd 
^ OhjeBif fidl of infignificant Importance, made 

• his Appearance. He came to complain df 

* fome Rubbifh that was ill^lly laid in the High- 

* way.-^ Let the Fellow be fet in the Stocks^ 

• cry'd out the Mayor ; P II make him an Example : 

* Now Gentlemen^ continued he, you Jhallfeethe 

• U.fe of my Stacks. However, this Affair wsts 

* adjufted fome other Way, to the great Difaj^* 

* pomtment of tJie Magiflxatc, 

F 2 CH^F^ 
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CHAP. vm. 

Our iak'iHg a Bdrn t* per/arm in, end fitting cut 

for London. 

MR. ConftaWe, of Courfe, was a(k*d to 
drink a QM^y and accordingly he took his 
Chair with gr«jat Deference to his fuperior Of- 
ficer. We were very complaifant to this 

Man of Power, and he very refpe^ful to us, as 
the Mayor's Guefe. 

* Soon after the Mayor explained who we were; 
and told Mr. Conftable, that he had given us 
Leave to Jhew Tricks in the Town, for the 
Summer ; taking us, I fuppofe, for Tumblers or 
Mountebanks. The Conftable, I faw, im- 
•* mediately chang'd his civil Looks, and re- 
garded us with an Eye of Authority. While he 
was taking a Survey of us, the Mayor, fmoak- 
ing his Pipe, aflc'd us a Qucftion that greatly 
furpriz'd me. Pray^ GtntUmen^ fald he,^;^^ 



could tell him we were two of the Performers, 
Nay, nay J reply'dhe, ./d«i^<7/J 5 beeaufi Ire^ 
member Jhme Tears ago, tvh^n Iwas in your Of- 
fice, Mr. Conftable, I went to execute a Warrant 
that was taken out againji a Set of Players ; 
andy when I made Seizure of their Bodies, I 
found they were nothing but Rags, fb was fore* d 
to return the Warrant noneft inventus.— -Tho* 
Ais Story made me laugh^ I was a little net- 
tled to tind they put us upon the Footing 6f 
Puppets, ' 

• Tb^ 
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* The Conftable, by this Time, having finifh'd 
his Obfervations of us, began to enquire our 
Names, what Playhoufe we belong'd to, and 
the like. I anfwer-d every Queftiort to his Sa- 
tisfa£lion, which . drew - &s into a ConverfatioH 
about the two Theatres (for L found be had 
been often at London^ and not fo ignorant of oiar 
Bufinefs as Mr. Mayor) and I found he was 
moftly pleafed with Pantomiqies, by the extra- 
ordinary Opinion he had of the new Houfe.- 

* This I thought a proper Perfon to confuk 
with about a Place to play in. He told me, the 
laft Company that was tfiere perform^ in the 
Bull Yard ; and he believ'd we might have it, 
ifwefpokein Time. I told him I fhouldbe 
very willing, if he would be kind enough to in- 
troduce me, which he promised to do. By 

this Time. Mr, Mayor's Pipe fell from his 
Mouth, and he was fail: afleep in his Elbows- 
Chair. His Wife threw a Napkin over his 
Head, which was bare y and, after taking our 
Leave of Mrs. Mayorefs, we went with Mi;. 
Conftable to furvey the Ground. 

* Upon the Way, the Conftable told us, that 
notwithftanding the Mayor had given us Leave 
to play, it was in his power to fend us all tp 

Prifon. This difcourfe ftartled me ; and J 

faid, I knofWy Sir y you may i but I prefume, yoft 
would not oppofe what Mr. Mayor hath contented 

to Pift)-^ taid he, a little Hafty, a Mayor J 

what is a Mayor ! J have more power by Half„ 
d^ye fee<i than any Mayor of ''em alL No, no^ 
I don^t intend to meddle with you ^ dye fee^ but 
I would not have Mr. Mayor ^ Forfoothy take all 
t^e Merit to himfelf'y and he has not ufed me well^ 
d'ye fee J in granting Leave without firfi confuU 
tifig me, But I Jhan^t hurt you \ only 



54 Youiig S G A. R R O N. 

remember i^h in my Pdiuer t9^ it^ The Mhyor 
is a gaod Sort of a Man^ d'ye fie^ but kmws 
nothing of Law or good Marmer^^^But dorCt 
he afraid^ I gofe y^u kave* Tau have Leave 
dye ' fee^ and Jky no more. 

Bf that Time we paid our Compliments 
to this Officer, wfaoTe Pride, I fonnd^ was 
piqu'd by not being propeFly iblicitec^ w« ar- 
rived at the BuU. 

* TheHacehehad mentioned for our Perfor- 
mance^ was a large, handfbme, til'd Bam, in 
the middle of the Town, and very fit for our 
Bfixfinefe.— — The Laidlord was civile Andrea- 
(bnable in fiis Demandi^; for he asW but Eight 
Guineas for the Ufe of it dtn*ing the Sammer. 
Thiis I agreed to, and^a Lawyer, Mr Conftabib 
fenr for, drew up a Paper to that Purpofe The 
Matter being li^us fettled, the Conftable fill'd a 
G3aft, and faid, Come^ Gentkmen^ le^ us drink 
to the AShors Suceefs : For I Jhali never trouble 
^em^ ohferve me^ djejee^ the^ you alltnoiw^tis fn 

my Pbwer There had been- more of this Dif- 

courfe, had not the Lawyer's Wife and two 
Children interrupted us. They came in, fall 
of Curiofity, to know what we were about ; or 
for the fefcrof a Glafs of Wine, which was im- 
mediately handed to 'em. We had fcarce 
fcrv'd thefe, before the ConftaWe's Lady and 
his Brother a Carpenter, join'd us, whom we 
entertain'd in the fame Manner. Mr. Confta- 
ble introduc'd his Relation, by faying, Lookye^ 
dye fee ohferve me ; this is my Brother^ and if 
you have any Buftnefs in his Way^ hejhall do it: 
For^ ohferve me^ he is a good Workman^ andwttl 
do it cheap. For my Parted ye fee^ Ijhallnevir 
(rouble 3^u notwithjlanding *tis in my Power. 



In 
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^ In this Crowd of Interlopers I loft Grammar . 
He had fat very furly a long Time, and had 
now withdrawn himfclf> but where I could not 
teU. All I could learn in the Houfe, was, dsat 
the Gentleman went up the Town, I was can- 
cern'd at his Abfence, lleft he fliould faJUt into 
fome Scrape y and, as feon asl could get rid of 
my CiHnpanv, which I did not do without fome 
Difficulty, I went in Search c^ him. 

* After I had walk'd the Town over, without 
hearing any Tidings of him, I went to Ae 
Mayors; where the firft People I met with 
were the Ma)ror and Grammar y both drunk, dif- 
pUting dxnxt Politicks. My Entrance brdce off 
the Argument ; and I was very glad it happenM 
fo, for as th^ were both tenacious of their own 
OpinioDy a GIa& or two more woutd have- made 
Grammar abufe the Mayor and all Jhis FamSy : 
But, as Luck would have it, we parted^ veiy 
good Friendis. 

* The next Morning I hir'd a couple of re- 
tura'd Horfes, and we fet out for ,L9nibn ; but 
Grammar was fogall'd and tu^d with Riding ten 
Mites, that I was forc'd to fend back his I&f(e, 
put him into a W^gon, and mak« the befl: of 
my way- without bim." 



CHAP. IX. 

Theatrical Difpufes about Parts ; and other Points^ 

never to he fettled* 

TH £ next Step> in this great Undertaking* 
was to fummon the Company, and caft the 
Parts^ for the Seafon oi A^ng in London was al- 

mofi: 
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moft concluded. Accordingly the next Evening 
we had a Meeting, and began our fiuftnefs* 

The firft Thing that caufed a Difpute was the 
unfortunate Marc Antony^ who had, fince I faw 
him, got in with fome ^f the Ccxnpany, by treat- 
ing 'em, or fome fuch Means, and they wei^ 
very ftrenuous for his going with us into the 
Country. My Partner and I were, as refolufe 
againft it ; and told 'em^ we would not run the 
Hazard of being put down^ by taking a Tr^nticc 
into the Company, unknown to his Mafter ; and, 
that if they periifted, we would immediately {txii 
Word to his Mafter of his Defign- 

After a gFeat many Words we carry'4' cur 
Point. I went down (where this young Efero hatt 
been waiting an Hour or two for his Admittance) 
and gave him our final Refolution, and he bounced 
oiFwith all the Indignation of a difbanded Ge* 
neral. 

The next Dilute was between Mr. Pepper arfd 
Mr. Spruce J about the Part of Lofhario. Pepper 
infifted upon it as his Right, which Spruce laugh'tt 
at a great while ; but as the Argument grew 
higher, he faid. Ton do Lothario f why Califta 
0ught to be damn*dy for having €my Thing to do 
with fuch a bandylegg d Bajhird as you are. This 
Pepper retum'd widi a Glafe of Wine in Spruce^s 
Face J which not hitting quite the Mark, Part of 
it flew over Mifs Grifty who was fo provok'd at 
her Cap and Handkerchief being ftain'd, together 
with the Indignity ofFer'd to Mr. Spruce (for xC 
was whifper'd ampng the Company diey had an 
Intrigue together) that flie immediately flew 2ft 
Pepperj and hit him a Slap o^ th' Face. As he 
was a Man not over complaifant to the Pair Sex, 
he catch'd hold of her, and fwore he'd fet Jifr 
Ar-fe upon the Fire j and, if we bad not pfe- ; 

vented! 
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vented him, I believe would have been as good 
as his Word. — ^After a little genteel Language on 
all Sides, it was agreed Pepper and 5^r«^r^ Ihould 
tofs up for the Part, which was won by Mr. Spruce* 
During this Controverfy Mrs. Broad and Mni. 
Robe had been, in a frienaly Manner, upon fomp 
private Bufmefs of their own down Stairs, but now 
returned fcolding all the Way up like two Oyfter- 
Women. Upon Enquiry, we found that while 
they were below they had heard, by fomcofthe 
Drawers, of the Quarrel about Lothario, — Upon 
whjch Mrs. Broad faid. She hopM Mr. Spruce 
^would carry it, for flie could not bear to play Co* 
Itjia with Pepper^ becaufe he chew'd Tobacco. 
Nayy Madarn^ reply 'd Mi fs Grin^ it won^t affeSt 
jou \ IJhallfuffer by that, for thePartofC?X\9:2L 
was caji to me when I firji engaged, ana I would 

not give it up to Mrs. C r her/elf, -From 

hence the Quard arofe, and they came up to have 
it decided by the Companv. 

They had no fooner told their Story, than Mrs. 
Pepper rofe up in a great Heat, and faid. That 
Part was her's, and Lothario ought to be her Hus- 
band's, and if they robb'd *em of all the Capital 
Chara^ers; they might as well go down without 
*em. She would have faid more, but Mr. Pefh- 
per, who could not bear to have any Body hot 
but himfelf, bade her hold her Tongue. This, and 
a fevere Frown, put an End to her Argument. 

Mifs Grin faid, {he thought it was not fit for 

either of thofe two Ladies ; for it ought to be a 

^flim Girl, with a pretty Innocence in her Face. 

This was what Mifs Grin valued herfelf upon. 

. -Mifs Whiffle rcply'd, (getting up to the Glafs) / 

. ^capClfee^ Madam, the great Innocence of the Cha^ 

'^^er \ but I think it Jhouldbe an agreeable young 

CJf^nHtffj and Mr, Glitter told me I was io do the 

Partw — 
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Part." — O dear^ Madam^ faid Mrs. Format, 
there's a great deal of judgment required to keep uf 
the Spirit offuch a Paft. I am fare I never took 
more Pains with a CharaSfer in my Life^ than I 
did with the Fair Penitent. 

By this Time all their Tongues went together. 
The Old and Young, the Fat and Lean, all put 
in their Claims to Calijia : And, finding the Merr 
were going to renew their Difpute dboutLotharioy 
we were forced to pafs the Play ovctj to prevent 
ferther quarrelling. 

This Affair was hardly fettled before Grammar 
Join*d us, juft come off his Journey in the Wag- 
gon, ; and, if poflible, drunker than^ he had been- 
all the Time Glitter was with him. — ^He was no 
fooner feated than he began to abufe Glitter^ for 
riding before, and leaving him to follow in a. 
Waggon. This he urg'd as the higheft Ingrati- 
tude, after (as he faid) he had introduc'd him to 
the Mayor, and got him fo genteelly entertain^ 
upoa his Account. This might have gain'd feme 
Credit to Glitter's Difadvajntage^ had not all the 
Company been acquainted with his Story, and as 
familiar with Grammar's Charafter ; for they all 
knew he would lye beyond the Villainy of a com^ 
mon Invention,, and atteftit with as many Oaths 
as Words could make up : So that he did him no 
particular Injury, more than fetting the Company 
a laughing, and putting a. Stop to our Bufmefs for 
that Night. 

Not to tire the Reader with too many Partici*- 
lars, I fhall only inform him, we nKt four or five 
Times, which were attended with a hundred Dif- 
putes about Parts,, and Quarrels about their feve- 
ral Merits, which often came to Blows j for Mr* 
Peppery when any Thing crofs'd him, was for 

inunedisite 
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immediate A€Bon, without regard to Right or 
Wrong, Sex or Condition. 

By mis Time I found thefe Meeting produc'd 
nothing but Drinking and- Wrangling, and the 
more we attempted to fettle our Bufinefs, the 
mpre Confufion we ran into ; and fince, *with 

fjreat Difficulty, I had caft about nine Plays, I re- 
blv*d to go out of Town, and leave the reft to 
be agreed on in the Country, thinking their own 
Intereft mig]ht then oblige 'em to hear Rcafon : 
Befides, I found Mr, Spruce was making ^ Party 
to "diftrefs us, and draw off fome of our Forces, 
which would have broke the Company, and poor 
Glitter and I fhould have been great Lofers in the 
Attempts This Defign I communicated to Mn 
Gamble J 'who applauded the Scheme, and lent me 
Five Guineas more to hire Carriages for the 
Company; foT'though each Member was to go 
Jown at his own Expence,- yet T was obligM to 
advance the Money, or tome of ^cm would have 
left Us in the Lurch. 

' I'can't leave this Chapter without obferving jhe 
■unaccountable Opinion this Clafs of Aftors haivc 
•of their own Merit, which is never feen while 
they are under the Diredhon of la regular Thea- 
tre ; but as Toon as they engage in a Summer Ex- 
pedition, it breaks out nioft extravagantly, and 
liardly one but what would facrifice his befi 
$*riend, rather than give up a Part. This Emu- 
lation would be meritorious, were it but rightly 
plac'd; but here it is quite the reverfe, for it is 
tiot one Time in a Hundred but the Perfon that 
begins a Difpute of this Sort is no more fit for the 
Part he contends for, than a Negro would be to 
reprefent Fair Rofamond,^ Bat it is the common 
Error, to wifh to be what Nature has deny'd 'Qr\ 
The Comedians would play Heroes ^ and the 
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people fit for nothing but Tragedy, would {siti 
{hew themfelves in the moft riumourous Cha- 
ra£lers. How many Difputes did this miftaken 
Notion raife in our little Company ? For Ex- 
ample : Mr. Pepper f who is really a good Cpmc* 
dian,' and may in Time rife to the Tame of a 
yohft/iri or a Griffin^ could not be fatisfy'd with- 
out playing King Richard ; and is better pleafed 
when ftrutting in Tragedy, with the Contempt 
of the Audience, (whidi indeed his Vanity wont 
^et him fee) than be would be in playing a Fondle-' 
wife or a Manuel^ to theii: entire Sadsfac^on and 

Approbation. And id among the Women. 

The Reader may remember the great Difpute wc 
had about Califta ; not one but thought ihe was 
qualifyd to play it : Nay, even Mrs* Formaly 
whofe Excellence is in an old fiawd or a Nurfe« 
thought herfelf highly injured in not appearingin 
ibme of the Heroines. 

This is a general Folly in our Fraternity, 
which has hitherto only been laugh'd at i but I 
think it a Vice which ought to be ferioufly cor- 
re£ted, for if it fliould ever take Root among the 
principal Performers of our London Theatres, the 
Authors would be wrong'd, the Wocld robb'd of 
its Diverfion, and my Brothers of the Stagje ner 
ver rife to the Pinnacle of Fame I wifh 'em : But, 
whatever their Inclinations may be, I hope there 
will be always a Reftraint of judgment to con- 
fine them to their proper Talents j forbad fomc 
of them their own Heads, they would lofe more 
Reputation, by going out of their Road, in one 
Night, than they could recover in a* Twelve- 
month. 1 comd give many Proofs of this Faft, 

but the Company waits, and 1 mull prepare for 
my Journey. 

C H A P, 
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Cur/etttng out tf London. Mt. SpruceV » 
portance, andfomt travelling Accidents. 

EVERY Member (as I obferv'd before) wa« 
to pay their own Expences of Travdling, 
tho' I was obliged to advance the Money; and, as 
they knew I Ihould flop it out of their Shares of 
the Profits in the Country, they chofe different 
Vehicles for their Expedition. Some were for 
the Coach, and fome for the Waggon. As Mifsr 
Whiffle had refolv'd upon the firit, all the reft of 
the Ladies came into her Opinion, and would not 
ftep into any other Carriage j fo I hired a Coach 
and Four for fix of our Ladies, viz, Mifs Whiffle^ 
Mrs. Formal^ Mrs. Broady Mrs. Pepper^ Mxs.Robe^ 

and Mifs Grin, Mifs Whiffle would fain bave^ 

had her Mother crowded into the Company, but 
there being a general Obje£iion to it, fbe faid 
her Mother (hould go by the Waggon, provided 
they would let her take Flora (her Lap-Dog^ 
with her in the Coach. This being agreed to, all 
Difputes ceas'd for this Time.; — Mr. Ramble and 
myfelf took fu^le Horfes, and Mrs. Meggot was 
complaifant enough to bear us Company. Mr- 
£r^27// rid behind ti^^^jQgt^^di, arm'd with an old 
nifty Cutlafs, in order to take Care of his Wife. 
The Party for the Waggon, was Mr. Grammar^ 
Mr. Pepper y Mr, IdUy the Prompter, Mr. Stickup^ 
the Stage-Keeper, and old Mrs. Whiffle. Mr. 
Spruce and Will Glitter was to have been among 
'em; hut Wi 11^ finding- G rammar wzs to goby 
the Waggon, took a Horfe and join'd us, de- 
claring, he would never travel where Grammar 
was in Company. 

G K& 
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As to Mr. Spruce^ when he came to the Inn 
we found him reading a Letter, with great At- 
tention; and when we toldhim we were juft going 
to fet ofF, he repIyM, He could not go as he de- 
fign'd, for a Peifon of Diftin£Uon, who was go- 
ing that Way, had fent him, a Note tfix defire the 
favour pf his Company in his Chariot. Thb* 
we did not believe him, we all fet out together^ 
^d left him to follow at his Leifure. 
. The Waggon fet out two Hours before us, for 
the Horfemen ftaid out of Complaifance to atten4 
the Ladies in the Coach. About Nine b'Clock 
we pafs'd 'em upon the Road. We had not gone 
a Quarter of a Mile further, before we overtook 
Qrammar^ with a Pipe in his Mouth, walking by 
himfelfc The Moment Glitter faw him, he cry'd 
out, Jh^ there he isj at the old Came: Five 
Pounds to One he^s drunk before Dinner. When 
we came up to him, we afk'd why he had left his 
Company.— *—Ci5»i/^»y / damn ^em^ reply'd he, 
I think I was bewitched to go with that oldtF-^^^e^ 
Mrs. Whiffle. &he has teaz*d me to Death with 
her hypocritical Sighs and Groans ', with her {h^vQ 
l^e mimick'd her) ' Ah ! lamfure -it is the firjt 

* Time I ever went in a Waggon. Lord! what 

* would my Relations fay if they faw me ! I hope 

* my Daughter will take care of the Dog ; poor 
*. Fool, Jh/Hjiarvehimy Fm afraid* Thefe andd 
^houfand other nonfenfical Sayings (continued 
Grammar) mix^d with an impudent Boajfing^ fo 
tgok up the whole Attention of the Paffengers^ that 
J could neither Jleep nor fpeak\ fo I e*en left'em^ 
And am refolv d to walk and fmoak my Pipe all the 
Way : And Iwijh with all my tieart Jhe may break 
her Neck before Night. We pity'd his Diftrefs, 
gave him a Dram, which Glitter had in his Pocket 
w4 purfu'd the Coach. 

Nothing 
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Nothing particular happened here as yet, only 
a flight Quarrel Mr. Broad had with the Coach* 
man, which was cccafion'd by Mr. Broad's calling 
out every Mile to flop the Coach, that he might 
falute and afk his Wife how (he did. This the 
Fellow grdniWed-at, and told him. He had bet-? 
ter take the Lady behind the Coach with him^ 
for if heftop'd fo often he fhould not get to Din-' 
ner 'till Midnight j upon which Words enfu'd, 
but the Coachman drove on, fwearing if her got 
down again he'd leave him behind. 

Juft as we arriv'd at the Inn wher€ we were ta 
dine, our Misfortunes began ; for the Coachman, 
turning too (hort into the Yard, tore loiF one of 
the Hind- Wheels, threw the Man off the Box, 
imd Broad from behind, and fet the Ladies a 
fcreaming to that Degree that the whole Towft 
was alarm'd. 

The poor Coachman was fadly briiis'd, anrf 
Broad had like to have been kill'd^ for the Cut- 
lais he had taken to guard his Deary with, having 
loft part of the Scabboard^ the Point, in the Fall, 
bad run into his Side, thro' all his Cloaths, and> 
I confefs, a little ftarded me; for, as I f aw fome 
Slood, Iwas afraid it had gone deeper than v/e 
afterwards found it. The People within received 
no Damage, more than being frighted at the Ac^ 
cident j except Mrs, Br<fad^ who fainted away 
upon feeing her Hufband in the Condition we 
took him up. 

The Damage done to the Coach and the 
Bmifes the poor Fellow had got by the Fall, pre- 
vented our proceeding in our Journey for tha^ 
Day. 

V About Kvc o- Clock Grammar came up, reeling 
drunk. We would gladly have ihun'd him; but^ 
as we were unluckily at the Do(»:, be immediate^ 

G 2 \^ 
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ly join'd us, faying, Ah^ ha^ Mafter Glitter, 
nvhat has old Grammar beatyaur Coach and Four ? 
Upon telling him the Accident that befel us, he 
laugh'd heartily, faying. How glad I am I have 
met with you: Iwtjh the Coach may break down 
every Day^ for then I Jhall know where to meet 
company. He then fell to drinking ; and fee- 
ing Broad in a Night-Gown, after his Wound 
being drefs'd, faid. Zounds^ I wijh you had been 
tilFdj and then there had been room in the Coach 
for mey and I could have made love ta your WidoWk 
He went on in this Stile for a great while, 'till at 
laft he grew fo drunk and fo abufive, that we 
were forc'd, as ufual, to put him to Bed. 
. When he was gone, we were in a fair Way of 
being pleafant for the Evening; but k was not 
long before Mrs. Broad began to complain of 
Mils fPT)iffle's Dog being in the Coach^ faying^ 
A Woman might as well travel in a Dog Kennel. 
That the Cur had beea fick, had daubed her 
Gown^ and was a Beaft not (it for a genteel Con- 
veyance. Mifs Whifflle refented this, and begsm 
with telling her> She had /ilways had a good Opi- 
nion of M^rs. Broady but fhe was now convinc'd 
Ihe did not deferve it; for» added fhe, Lfive me^ 
love my Dog, Madam, reply'd Mrs» Broads Hove 
Dogs in their Place, but I think you had better 
have Cent him in the IPaggon with your Mother.^-- 
No, laid Mifs Whiffle yawning, as Hove the 
Creature^ Ichoofe to have him with me \ but if it 
offends you, IHlput him behind the Coach with your 
jkusband. From this a high Difpute arofe, and 
a great deal of Malice and ill Nature found vent 

on both Sides. At laft Mr. Broad (who by 

this Time had finifh'd the Punch) faid to his Wife 
in a Whifper, loud enough for all the Company 
tohear^ My Love, let the Dog go with me behind 

the 
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the Coacb^ and the firji Place you Jlop at you JhaR 
find him hung to the Braces. 

Mr. Broad*s political Scheme fet us all a 
laughing; which fo offended him, that he took his 
Wife by the Hand and went to Bed, leaving vis 
once more in Peace. 

. The reft of the Evening we fpent over a Pipf 
and a Bottle, which the Indies (now all in goodf 
Humour) freely partook of, Mrs. Meggot drank 
Succefs to Mr. Ratnhle^ and the reft pledg'd her. 
Theyoung Gentleman was no lefs complaifant vol 
his Turn, and behav'd himfelf in every Point fa 
genteelly, that the whole Company was in Lovfe 
with him, butefpteially.Mifs Grin feem'd to take 
particular Pleafure in his Converfation ; Whether 
file look'd on him as a Lover, or whether flie had 
any other View in getting into his Acquaintance^ 
at that Time IcoiUdnot tell; but the Confe* 
quence, which will appear in its proper Place^ 
convinc'd me. '^, 



CHAP. XL 

Granunar^i ViUainy, Sufpiciou of fonii 

Amours.* ^i^MCts Misfortune. 

WHEN I got up in die Morning, as I went 
to open the Window that look'd into the 
Yard, who (hould I fee but Grammar and the 
Mafter of the Inn, each with a Pipe in his Mouth, 
in deep Difcourfe together. As I was curious to 
know how they came fo intimate j I made bold ta 
liften to their Talk, and found that Grammar had 
been entertaining the Hoft with all the Particulars 
of our Bufinefs, and given the Lives and Charac- 
ters of every one of our Perforaiers ; and that 
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in fo villainous a Stile, that, if the Landlord bf- 
liev'd him, he muft think us the nioft debauched 
People upon the Face of the Earth; which I ima- 

Jrine he did j for he was not behind hand in abu- 
mg the A<^ors in general, calling *em all Vaga- 
bonds, and the like. He was particularly inqui- 
'litive about Mr. Ramble ; aflc'd bow long he had 
play'd, and what 5«rf of Shews he wasbeft in — 
jPuh! faid Grammar, feme idle Boy ihat has run 
from his Clerk Ihip, Ifuppofe. But he has got fame 
Money \ and, as long as that lajis, our Peoph 
will be civil fo him. I tcould not bear this Ke- 
fle£tion upon one who had behav'd himfelf fo 
much like a Gentleman^ and particularly from 
Grammar, for we had not been in the Inn an 
Hour before he borrowed Half a Crown of him. 

I dref&'d myfelf an4 went down as faft as I 
could, with I)erign to expofehim before his new- 
made Acquaintance; but before I' got into the 
Yard they had finilh'd their Converfation) and 
Grammar was alone. I attacked him about the 
Jcandalous Afperfions he had thrown upon the 
Company in general, and efpecially upon Mr. 
Ramble, fwearing I would let him know what he 
had faid of him, and if he did not break his 
Bones he ought to be pojfted for a Fool. Gram^ 
mar, who was a rank Coward, hearing me talk 
in this manner, look'd grave for a Mmute, and 
then burft into a loud Laugh; faying. Well, its 
an old faying tind a true one, * Harkners mver 
* hear any gcod of tijemfelves.* Why, continued he, 
are you fuch a Fool to be taken info ? Ihad only 
€1 Mind to hear what this Fellow would fay. I 
found he was a Blockhead, and fo had a Mind 
to * Hum him. Lord help your Hjud, lamfor^ 

* A Rented Phrafe for making People Fools. 
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ry for you! He went on with a great deal of 

fuch evadve Stuff; but I was too ferious, and 
too angry to hear any fuch paultry Excufes. I 
told him roundly of his Behaviour, and I don't 
know how far my Paffion might have carry'd me, 
had not the Company comedown to Break&ft: 
But I was unwilling to let Acm into the Matter, 
leaf): it fhould make more Uneafmefs. 

As this was a Sort of Le£hu'e Grammar hzi not 
been us'd to, he did not know how to take it: But 
People had been fo us'd to laudi at his Slanders, 
that he was perfuaded his Scurrility and Impudence 
were Wit and Humour. 

When we were met at Breakfafl the Subje<9: of 
the Dog was again rcnew'd amon^ the Ladies, 
but not with fo much Violence as it had been o- 
ver Night; only Mr. Broad feem'd uneafy it 
fliould ride behind the Coach with him, and 
pofitively declar'd he woukl not confent to it; fo 
it was agreed that Grammar ihould go behind 
with Broad, and the Dog fhould keep his Place. 

All this Time Mifs Grin had no Share of the 
Converfation. : Her Thoughts, if we might judge 
by her Eyes, were otherwife employed; and, I 
believe, wholly about Mr. RanAle. To every 
Thing he faid fhe was all Attention, and feem'd 
to receive the highefl Satisfaction) while, on the 
contrary, to the refl of the Company fhe was in- 
fenfible and deaf. I doubt not but he obferv'dher, 
for when fhe fometimes was rivetting her Eyes to 
his, I could fee him turn 'em, with a modefl&lufb, 
unwilling to give her any Encouragement. 

But that I knew my Friend's Heart was already 
cngag'd, and therefore in no Danger of being de- 
luded by this Girl, I fhould have caution'd him 
againft her Arts : p^or though fhe was not above 
Eighteen, fhe had all the Management and Skill 
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iDf a'pompleat Coquet { and, with the feign'd Garb 
of Modelly, had cntic*d twenty to like her, with 
no other Intent but to' get rrefents, and then 
iaug^ at *em for their good Nature : Befides 
which, (he had more Malice and Spleen thaii 
could be imagined in one fo youi^ and though 
Whenever entered into a publick Quarrel with 
any of her. Sifters, yet behind their Backs was^ 
more fcandalous and abuilve^ if poffible, thaa 
Grammar. 

, About Eleven o'Qock our Equipage wasre<^ 
pair'd, and we fet forward on our Journey* 
About Two we got to Dinner^ without any re* 
mafkable CircUmftance happening on the Koad. 
N Juft as the Meat came i^n Table Mifs Grm 

lell into Fits> which continued fa long that we 
were allforc'd to take up with a coId^Ptnner, ex^ 
cept Grammar ; for, while the reft of the Comi* 
pany were employ'd in recovering Mifs, he fat 
himfelf doWn, very con^>os'd» and eat heartily 
without any regard to the Girl's Illnefe, or the 

> Coitfufion mis Accident had thrown us into. 

This drew on the Refentment of the Ladies* 
They caird him inhuman Brute,Glutton^ ill-bred 
Swine> and the like ; and indeed he defervM it^ 

'^ for he had not only fat down rudely before the 

reft of the Company, but had fo mammocked and 
defac'd the Meat, that it was difagreeable to look 
at* Mrs. Formal faid. Sure he could not be a 
Man, thathad no more Concern for a young Crea- 
ture infuch a fudden Sicknefs. J^y, replies 
Grammar, I dorCt underjiand Womem Skknefsi 
not L If I had Jf aid any longer without my Dmr;. 
ner, J Jhou!d have fainted too. I fuppafe fiyis')^ 
Breedings and in fucb a Cafe thefe Fits are ver^ 
common. During this Difpute, Gramrhdr was 
feed.bg Mifs W%ijfii^ Dog ; which io plcafe4 

. her 
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her that though all tfce reft of the Women were 
ready to tear him to Pieces for what he had faid of 
Mifs Grin^ fhe took his Part ; faying He was a 
good-natur'd Man, and though he was a little 
rude fometimes, he meant no Harm by it. To 
prevent a Difturbance, the Men joined in her 
Opinion ; and when Mifs Grin was come' tb her- 
felf, we made as good a Meal as Grammar'$^ 
Leavings could afford us. 

When Dinner Was over, Will Glitter, Ramble^ 
and I, went into the Yard to order the Coach 
to be got ready ; when on a fudden, we were 
alarm'd with die NoJfe of a Hundred young 
Voices, ciying out, A Lick behind! A Lick be-- 
hind I Upon going to the Gate, we faw all the 
Boys of the Village following a Coach and Four, 
ftill crying out in the fame Manner as when we 
firft heard them. As the Coach came near^ we 
faw the Man whipping behind as hard as he could, 
and an Obje£^ fbeltenng himfelf froni the Lafh 
under the Braces ; who, when he was within ten 
Yards of us, leap'd down into the Road, and fell 
upon his Back. We ran immediately to the Af- 
fiftance of the fallen Man, who was now fo co^ 
vered with Diift, that it was impofEble to difcover 
one Feature in his Face ; but after wiping him a 
little, to our great Surprize, we found it was our 
Friend Spruce, 

Though he was in Diftrefs, we could not help 
laughing at him, when we remember'd his re- 
fufing our Company/ to travel* with his Lord 5 
however ]!^e had Good-nature enough not to let 
JiiiTi fefJ ^, in his prefent Condition : But Gram-- 
^}i»W^ Svho never felt for any Body but himfelf, no 
p^p^'fiw than he cry'd out, ffl?yj Majler 

^sjxMZt^ what has my Lord kicked you out of Com" 
fany? This fet the Women fo upon the Titter^ 
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that it was impoiSble but die poor unfortunate 
Count (for fo we usM to call him) muft perceive 
he was the Jeft of the .Company : But left ht 
fliould not underftand them, Mifs tVhiffie explain'd 
her Opinion, by faying, Why^ Mr. Spruce, //»»- 
^y you have got into my Lord DunghilV Servicey 
for you feem to have his Livery on.^-^^ As Spruce 
^und d^e Laugh was againft him, he made ufe 
of an Excufe, that Good-nature muft have bluih'd 
not to look upon as fufficient.- ff^y^. Gentle- 
men y faid he, I borrow* d a /mall Sum of Money 
fifMr. Loveplay, in order to bear you Company 
upon the Road'y but my. Rogue of a Taylor y hear- 
ing I was going out ofTown^ arrejled me at the^ 
Inn. I was forced to pacify him with the Money 
I had borrowed for my Journey ; and the Letter 
you faw me readings was one I was juji fending t^ 
a Friend of mine, . an eminent Merchant in the Ci-* 
tyy for five Guineas, to carry me down; hut hi 
teing unluckily out of Town, I was forced to Jet out 
an Footj and got now and then a Lift bebtnd a 
Coach. I was very fortunate in meeting with Car'- 
riages 'till I came within five Miles of this Place-^ 
Mvhere the Coachman offered me to ride, provided I 
-would give him a Pint of Wine, but n^ Stock be-^ 
ingalmofl exhaufied, I was forced to decline the 
Bargain, and walk on. When he overtook me on 
the Road I got up unperceiv^ d by him, and rode tit 
this Plate 'y and might have gone fome Miles far* 
ther, had not the Boys fmok*d me, upon which thi 
fellow us^d me a^youfaw. 

It has already been hinted, that Mifs Grin was 
fufpe£ted to have a Tendre for Mr. 5^r«c^, and we. 
all imagined (he would have given particular 
Marks of it upon this Occaiion ; but fo far &onf 
it, that flie feemed highly delighted with his 
Misfortune^ and fcconded Grammar in all the ill*^, 

natur'd 
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fiatur'd Jefts he broke upon him. Whether tfiis 
prpceeded from her new PaiEon for Mr. Ramhk^ 
or from fome Quarrel fhe had had with Spruce be- 
fore they came out of Town, or from this publicfc 
Difcovery of his Gircumftanccs, I can't tdl, but 
it is certain fhe had a Mind to let the Company 
fee fhe had not the leaft AfFfedHon for him. 

Mrs. Rohe took Notice of it, and iaid, Reallyt 
Mifs you muji he very inhuman to make your/elf 
merry With the young Gentleman* s Mnfortunsj tha' 
he had been a Stranger \ hut (or the Twtpn has. done 
you great Injury) as he is a p^icular Acquain-* 
tance of yours^ I think he migRt eocpe^ a little ci^ 

filler Treatment from you. My Acquaintance I 

(reply'd fhe, colouring up to the Ears) / have hp 
more Intimacy with him than you have: Or if I 
had^ Ifuppofe he*s as good as the Mercer's Prentice 
that drinks Tea with you ever^ A/i^no^n.-^-^^Mrsi 
Rake^ upon this, flew at her, and would have 
iJemolifh'd her Head, if we had not ftop'd herJ 
Mifs Grin feemM a little frightieh'd, but would 
have the laft Word j faying, As I was not bred 
-at Billingfgate, I can't be a Match for Mrti 
jRobe in wis Sort of Converfation, 

During this Dialogue, the Coachman was:, at 
the Door, begging and praying we would fet out, 
without the leaft JRegard for any one of us ; 
*tilJ, having quite loft his Patience, he ro&r'd out 
D — nmeif I wait your Noife and Nonfenfe any 
longer. If you don't come direSfly^ F II put up the 
Horfes again. This put an End to the Difpute^ 
:3nd we handed the Ladies into the Coach. 

Mt. Spruce had flood dl this Time amaz'd nHt 
Mils Grin's Behaviour, and never once tiiought 
how he fhould get to his Journey's End«J ^i^ow- 
ever, we agreed with the Coachman to let him 
ride uponthc Box. While this wasdoilfcg, Spri ce 
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offer' d Mifs Grin his Hand into the Coach ; but 
Ihe flung from him with great Difdain, and de- 
iir'd Mr. RambU'% Affiftance. Spruce faid no- 
thins, but mounted to his Seat, though I could 
fee ne was thoroughly mortiii^ a^t diis Treat- 
ment. 

£very: Man having taken PoflTefiion of his Seaf^ 
we proceeded on our Journey. Nothing^ particu- 
lar happen'd, unleTs now and then a few fparing 
Words between Mrs. Robe and Mifs Grin within 
the Coach, and fome Jefts of Grammar's with- 
out; fuch as flopping at an Alehoufe, and drink- 
ing niy Lord's Health to Spruce ', and crying out 
at every Equipage we met. Spruce^ I believe mj 
Lord has mifs' d your Company^ and is come back 
to look for you. Thus the Time was fpent 'till 
Nine o'Clock, when we arrived at the Town 
where our Journey was to end. 



CHAP. XII. 

Our Arrival in /A^ North GrammarV 5^^, the 

Caufe of a great parrel. The Misfortune 

Spruce had like to come intOy and feveral odd Ac* 
cidents* 

IDont know how they had their Intelligence, 
but we no fooner came into the Town, than all 
the Girls and Boys of the Place got round the 
Coach, crying out to one another. Here ! here ! 
the Shew Folks are come\ fo that, before we got 
to ouf Inn, we had as many Attendants as 3* we 

Ittri, been going to Execution. Otie youwg 

FeS^g^forwhat Reafon I don't know) was very 
cUri(^ *o know who the Gentleman upon the 
Cioacb^A^f; was (meaning Spruce) 'v^nd went up 

to 
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t^Gr^mMr to enquire, who very gravely aii« 
Cwer'd, It was a Lord, whofe Chariot had brokisi 
down upon the Road, smd had chofe to ride upoa 
^6^ SqK9 rather than wait the mending of hiik 
fmn Vehicle* This. B^eport got!!to the Inn hefore 
Wi and, wbeaweeame in, the whole Bufinefii 
of the Servants was^to attend^ ^r?ic^, calling hint 
at eVery Word my Lord and your Lordftup, 
fi^yrday ! cry'd I, we havscalVd you Count a 
greaU. wbiky but Ijiefuer^new you by this Ultle be^ 
fire* I really duou^nt, as hb was a vain Fellow^ 
#Qd vp^ fosvi o£ Amours, that he:had in (bme 
:!]l?artof Iv^LifeheenatthatTo^pm^ andafiiim'dthe 
Ti^Q^ Lord, in order to feduce fome Girl with 
this pretended Dignitjr, and the Drawers remeni* 
bor'd his Fape again. 

:TheServs»tSQdd behaviour, and our Mirtb^' 
(o pF9Vok'd iiS^r«»r^, that he ran into the Kitchen^ 
fwearii^he would b^eak the firft Man's head that 
|3aird him Lord again. Now the Fellow who 
firft rais'd tha Jleport happened to be there, drink- 
ing with fome or his Companions; and, as the 
Convcrfation had turn'd chiefly upon the Arrival 
of the ASoJca the Story of my Lord had been 
rf peated. When he capie into the Kitchen, thqr 
^Ugptup, and paid him great Reverence, while 
45very^ne was ofikious to call the Servants to re- 
ceive his Lordfliip's Commands. Spruce was 
iiirpriz'd at this Ceremony, but very gravely told 
'em they were miftaken, he was not the rerfon 
they took him for j that he had, indeed, beea 
told before he was like a Man of Quality in 
London^ but that his Name was Spruce y and one 
pf the Aftors come to play there for the Summery 
fliank'd 'em for the Honour they had done him, 
and withal afk'd 'em to drink, which they readit^ 
accepted of, and Spruce return'd to Supper, 
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We had not fat Half an Hour, before the Land* 
iord cail'd me out, and told me, he was forry to 
Und us in fuch Compahy. What Company ! re- 
iply'd 1 haftily* Why^ my Lord^ ibete^ faid he | 
form Men in the Kitchen fay thay know him ; and^ 
though hi denies his Title^ they are certain he Wat 
in the Rehellicn^ and have fent for an Officer tofe^ 
cure hinu 

I was a little puzzled how to a£l in this Aflair; 
for though I knew they were miftaken, j^ if 
* spruce was fo lika the r^dbn th^ took him for^ 
it mi^toccafftoiia greatdealof Trouble, before 
we could convince 'em of their £rron-->-I had not 
Time to afk Advfce, before Mr. (Joi|ftabIe (the 
Perfon Glitter had before defcribed) appear 'd 
with a Brace of Piftols in his Hands, and Half a 
'Dozen Fellows for his Afliftants. They all 
.bounc'd into the Room; and f^rzrr/ being pointed 
out by one of the Informers, Mr* Cojflftable went 
up to him, and fhewing his Staff of Office, faid, 
jd-fLordj I am very firry ^ d'ye feey to inform your 
Lordjhip that you are my Pri finer, -^ — Spruce ftar» 
ted up, crying. What the Devil does the Fellow 
mean / Fellow J reply 'd the Officer, do you know* 
itjuho you talk to ? Aifr^^(fpeaking to his. Follow- 
ers) lay hcJ^ofhim^ dye fie \ and take Care he dotit 

•efcape^ as you'll anfwer to the contrary.-- They 

^ere now going to haul him out of the Room; 
but we begg'd Mr. Confiable to fit down, and 
hear what we had to (ay. We then gave him all 
the Afiurances we could that his Name was 
Spruce^ an Aftor in one of the Theatres in Lon^ 

don J and had been fo three or four Years. T^he 

^onftable, after a little Paufe, cail'd the Man 
"who had given him the Information, and afk*d 

him how he knew him to be a Lord. The P'el- 

low immediately anfwer'd, that he had no perfu- 

nal 
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jial Knowledge of him; hut Md he^ That Man, 
(pointing to Grammar) when this Company came 
into the Town, upon my ajking who the Gentle^ 
man upon the Coach "box was, told me it ^ was a 
^ Lord J whofe Coach had broke down upon the Road^ 

* andchofe rather to ride upon the Box, than wait 

* the mending of his own Ventlclc, / think he 

'* calPdif^^-'-Andfobecaufethe Gentleman would . 
not own his Title when he came into the Kitchen^ 
we thought it was one of the Lords in Difguife^ 
that was making his Efcape from the Rebellion ; 
and we wanted to carry him before the May or ^ 
that we might get the Reward for apprehending 
A/»z.— -— This Account clear'd up the whole Af- 
fair, for w6 now found it was Grammar^s Ro" 
guery, in order to Hum (as he calls it) the Coun- 
try Fellows, that had occalion'd this Miftakej 
which let the whole Company a laughing, except 
Spruce, who was going to knock Grammar o' th' 

* Head for bringing hini into this Trouble : And 
the Informers, feeing they were made a Jeff of, 
were no lefs angy, and fwore if ever they met 
with Grammar they'd throw him into the Mill- 

Pond. However, we foften'd 'em as well 

as we could ; told 'em, the Gentleman had been 
only merry with 'em, but meant no Harm; and 
if they would go into the Kitchen and laugh 
over a Bowl of Punch, they fliould be heartily 
welcome. This had the defir'd EfFecS, ana 
they left the Room without any farther Threats. 

This Miftake being fet to rights, we began to 
drink about ; but Mr. Conftable, who thought we 
had not paid ,Refpeft enough to his Power, call'd 
p\R in a Magifterial Voice to Spruce, And pray^ 
' Sir, d'ye fee, what do you fay to me ? To you, Sir^ 
leply'd Spruce, concerning what, pray? Why Sir 

> aiiwer'dhc* for the Affront you gave rm. Tou 

Hz wKai 
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iaWdme Fellow Hadyvu been a Lord^ eTyefi^, 

tts I tb^ghty my Office has Power^ d^yefiCy t9 
trounce you forfuch Language \ but as you know 
yourfelf'to be but one of the Shew-Folks, d'yejee^ I 
wonder at your Impudence^ to make ufe offucb a 
Word to one of the King's Officers. Struct waa 
going to fpeak, but the Conftable ftop'd lum^ bj 
faying, Do you knov/^be Power of this Staffi; that 
by Virtue of this^ iye youfee^ lean fend you toJaU 
as a Vagabond? fVill G littler ^ feeing the Con- 
ftable fo an^, and being afraid he ihould pre^ 
vent our A5ing, got up very fubmiffively, and 
begg'd he would not impute, Mr Spruce's Beha<- 
yiour to any Difrefpeft he had for him or his Of- 
fice, but to the Sonfufion this Affair had put binfi 
into. This the Ladies feconded ; upon which 
Mr. Conftable was appcas'd, and very gallantly 
faid, / am very happy to have it in my Power t9 
oblige a fet of fuch fine Womeny d'ye fee y by letting 
you aSl in the Town. But could not conclude 
without giving us a Hint how cafily his Power 
could fupprefs us, in fpite of the Mayor's Teetb» 
He then ran on a great deal of the fame Sort of 
Stuff Glitter had defcrib'd, about the Power of 
a Mayor and a Conftable^ for though he was 
ood-natur'd, he could not bear to think any 
flan ihould have more Power than himfelf. 
This Treatife of his Importance was chiefly 
addrefs'd to Mrs. Robe ; who, iii return, tidcled 
bis Vanity fo well, that he paid her a Hundrod 
Compliments, and as often drank to her Health 
and Succefs 3 which feem'd to be a fair b^inmAg 
of an Intrigue: Indeed, there was no great Pro- 
ffl'efs made in the Affair that Ni^t, foi i^.. 
Conftable got fo drunk before he came to Bar* 
ticulars, that he fell off his Chair, and the wlmte 
f ower of bis Office could not lak^ him up ^ biit» 
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6y the Affiftance of the Drawers, he was convey'd 
fafe Home. 



CHAP. xin. 

The Arrival of the Waggon. Our Indujtry.—^''^ 
' Spruce- 5 Vanity^ with the Confequence^ — ^-Mt^: 
Ramble V Dif appointments . 

THE next Morning the Waggon, with oui- 
Baggage, and the few Forces that attended 
It, came in, but tlie principal Officejr, Mr. Pep-^ 
per, had deferted^em, thefirft Day's Journey, — 
1 was very particular in my Enquiries after him,, 
for we depended upon his Performance more than 

upon any fingle Perfon in the Company 1 was 

afraid, as he was one of a techy, paffionate Na- 
ture, that he was affronted he had not a Place ia, 
the Coach, and had left us out of a Pique: But 
'Mr. /<j//^ fooneas'd my Doubts ; for he told me, 
that they had not been fix Hours in the Waggon^ 
before Mr. Pepper faid. Idle, do you think Putra- 
vel a Hundred AliUs thus? Indeed, Grid Idle, I was 
furpri%^d. Sir, you did noigoin the Coach with 

your Wife, Tou Fool, reply'd he, I put her 

there under the Colour of a Compliment, and my ^ 
felf in the Waggon under the Notion of Frugality^ 
only to get rid of her\ for, to tell you the Truthy.. 
i have a Girl waits for me about five Miles off in 
a Chaife and Pair, with whom Til Ji ay a Day 
or two, and then bring her within a Ride of the 
Town we are going to, and indulge all the Summer. 
Sopn after this he agreed with the Waggoner for 
his Horfe to carry him a few Miles before us, fo 
wifi'd us a good Journey^ and I have never feen- 

H 3 nor 
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tior heard of him fince; only that he left dm 
llorfe, according to Appointment, which the 
Man took up. — This Account made mc cafy> 
fince it affur'd mc Pepper would be there Timn 
enough to perform. 

Mrsi Whi^e then kept me an Hbur to hear 
ber Complamts that not being us'd to a Wag-^ 
gon her Bones were fo fore^ (he could fcarce ftir; 
that Mr. Grammar had behav'd himielf like a 
Srute, and left 'em the firft Day; and a great 
deal of fuch StuiF; adding. That (he had not 
been able to eat or fleep aU the Way tqpon the 
Koad, for thinking how fick poor Fhra would be 
with riding Backwards: /W*, fald (he, / know 
fome of thoje great Ladies have no Humanit}^ 
and would hang the pretty little Creature^ rathir 
than go through the leajl Fatigue for it^ With 
this Sort of Nonfenfe (he would^ I believe^ 
bave kept me all Day, had not her Daughter 
come down with Flora \ which occafion'd (uch 
uncommon Tranfports, ^that I found means tfy 
make my Efcape. 

After Breakfaft we all went to work to put up 
the Scenes, except Mr. Spruce^ who obje<fted to 
that Sort of Employment ; faying. He came there 
as an Aftor, and not a Carpenter: But however^ 
added he, I'll do you more Service another Way \ 
for rjldrefs my f elf go round the Town, and make 
fome Inter eji with the Ladies • 

Mr. Ramble and Mrs. Meggot were got toge- 
ther, confulting how to get to the Speech of 
Diana \ and it was refolv'd, That Mr. R(fmhU 
Ihould write a Letter, and that Mrs.. Meggot 
fliould vifit Z>/^««, and take an Opportunitv. of 
mentioning Valentine'^ Name : If fliQ then * per-^ 
ceived the leaft Alteration in her, or feeox'd f«nd 
of enquiring after him, Mrs. Meggot iho\x\di de- 
liver 
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Ihrer his LettSr ; but if (he appear^ Indiffefent, 
to take no Notice of it ; and at sdl Events^ not to 
let the Lady know he was there in the Qiudity of 
an AAo'n 

While they were in Conference, Mifs Grm 
was very uneafy to know what private Bufine& 
they could have together, and inade a Hundred 
Excufes by the Room where thqr were, ih order 
to find out the Secret ; or dfe to meet Mr. Ram^ 
He as he came out, and infinuate heffdf into hh 
Favour. Spruce^ at die feme Time, being jea- 
lous of Mifi Grin^i Inclinations, w^tchM her 2» 
narrowly, as Ate did Mr. Rambk, — While they 
were chafing dne another, Mr. Cenftable had got 
Mi«. R(Ae into a private Room over a Bowl erf* 
Punch, with Defign, I fuppofe, to bipeak his 
Mirld to her*-— The reft of the Company, par- 
ticularly Will Glitter and myfelf, were bufied in 
our theatrical Decorations. About Twelve 
o' Clocks Mr. Ramble came in ; and, in a Whif- 
per, defired I would go with him into the 
Houfe, for he had fomething of Confequence to 
fay to me.— —I immediately quitted my Hammer, 
and follow'd him. 

We had fcarce got into the Room, but Mr. 
Ramble cry'd out, with a diftra^bed Air, Oh f n^ 
dear Friend, I am undone ! all my Dejigns are 
fruftratedy and my charming Diana is loft for 
ever I I was as much furpriz'd as he ; but I 
begg'd he would tell me what he meant, and 
what Reafon he had for fuch an Apprehenfiom 
Inftead of making me an Anfwer, he rav'd and 
tore like a Mad-man. I us'd every Argument I 
could think of to bring him to Reafon, for his Be^ 
h^Tour quite frighten'd me. I fear'd he fhould 
attempt his own Life j or that the People of \ht 

Houfe 



V 



to Young S C A R R O N. 

Houfe fhould over-hear him in his Diftraftion, tgr 
which he might be difcoverM^ and lofe his Uncle -s 
Favour for ever. 

With much Difficulty, at laft I pick'd this Ac- 
count from him. — - Mrs.^ Me^gof has been, as 
flie promis'd, to wait upon Z>/<7;/<7, but was ftbp'd 
at the Door, and told, Her Father had tum'd aB 
the Maid-Servants away, and had given &n8t 
Orders that no Woman whatever (hould come 
within his Doors. Upon her enquiring into the 
. Reafon of this ftrange Humoury the Servant threw 
the Door in her Pace, without making any Re^ 
ply. Mrs. Meggot^ amaz'd at this Sehavioois 
and full of Curiofity to know the Caufe of it, weiYt 
to a Publick-houfe not far from Mr. BtvtV%^ where 
fhe had formerly been acquainted, and found out 

the whole Secret j which was this. Mr. ISevll 

having confin'd and ufed Dwna with the utmoft 
Severity, fince the Difcovery of a Letter that was 
fent to her from a young Gentleman in London^ 
at length was fo provok'd at this Treatment, *that 
ihe found meansy by the Help of her Chamber- 
maid, as it is fuppos'd, to make her Efcape out of 
the Houfe.-, — This happened about two Months 
ago V and, though the utmoft Care has been ufed 
to find her out, they can't as yet learn: the Icaft 
Tidings of her; This has fo enragM and grieved 
yir. Bevil^ that he has turn'd« away all Ae Fe- 
males in his Family, and (hut himfelf up in his 
Chamber,, fwearing never to converfe with or fee 
one of her Sex more, unlefs his Daughter re- 
turn. He could fcarcely finifli'this Account 
before he burft out again in Agony ; crying, Do 
you ?nark ? that Letter I fent has been the Ruin 
of poor Diana ! / Jhall run diJlraSied with "the 
thought ! That I fhould undo what I fo dearly 
love f 

Thi« 
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This Relation, with the EfFeft I faw it hacl 
upon my Friend, greatly fliock'd me. I made ufe 
of many Arguments to appeafe him, but foimd 
none fo prevailing as telling him, It was my Opi-^ 
nion Diana's Paffion for him had teihpted 6er to 
this Rafhnefs ; and, doubtlefs, ihe was gone to 
London in Search of him. This gave him fome 
Eafe, and put him upon a Proje6t (Agoing imme- 
diately to Town, in hopes of finding her. But I 
was forc'd tQ oppofe him here ; for, as he came 
down as one of our Company, his leaving us 
would greatly maim the Performances. With 
much Difficulty I prevail'd with him to conceal 
his Uneafinefs, and ftay where he was 5 faying. 
Her Father having made fo much Enquiry after 
her, it Avas impoffiblc but a little Time mult bring 
her to Light. 

He would have talk'd of this Aflfair all Day, 
had we not been interrupted by hearing Mr* 
Spruce fwear.ahd curfe at a great Rate, that he 
would murder Grammar the firft Time he met 
him. Upon Enquiry into the Caufe of this fud*- 
den Rage, we founa it arofe from the old Story 

of my Lord. For after Spruce had drefe'd him* 

felf in all his Beft, to make (as he promis'd us) an 
Intereft with the Ladies, as he went through the 
Town, this Tale of my Lord having got all over 
it, the People fcJlow'd, and ftar'd at him as if he 
had been a Monfter ; crying, Pf^ich is my Lordf 
while another pointed him out, and related the 
Story. This particular Behaviour put the poor 
Hero foto the Bluflb, that he was forc'd to quit 
his Defign upon the Ladies Hearts, and fneak 
Home for Shelter from the Laugh of the Po^ 
pulace. 

We had hardly brou^t him to Temper before 
Idifs Grin join'd u^^ who, upon hearing what had 
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happened to 5[^r2/f^, burft into a moft immoderate 
Fit of Laughter : Which fo provok'd him that he 
catch'd her by the Arm, and drawing her to a ' 
Corner of the Room, faid, in a great Paffion, 
How durft you ufe me thus ! I nfe you^ Fellow I 
reply'd fhe aloud, / ufe you as you deferve^ and as 
all Bloc kheajis ought to be us^d : And then, (run- 
ning to Mr. Ramble) continu'd. Did you ever fee 

fucha Fool ? Spruce faid no more, but I could 

fee by his Looks, that he was convinc'd Mifs 
Grin's odd Behaviour to him proceeded from her 
Kindnefs for Mr. Ramble. She then made ufe of 
all her Art and Airs to entertain Mr. Ramble^ ta 
all which he feem'd quite infenfible ; and if flic 
had known as much of his Condition as I did, 
Mr. Spruce would have been the more acceptable 
Gallant to her» 



CHAP. XIV. 

The Company invited to Supper. The Confix 

quence," Mifs Grin'x Jealoufy. Settling 

thefr/l Play. 

BY that Time we had finifli'd our Stage, Mr. 
Conftable,. with five or fix Gentlemen of the 
Town, came to Suf^per with us at our Inn, and 
infifted that our whole Company fhould fit down 
with 'em j which we all agreed to, except Mr. 
Ramble^ who was fo fhock'd with the News of 
Diana^ that we could by no means prevail with 

him to leave his Chamber ► rMr. Spruce came, 

as he promised j but had fcarce finifh'd \ his Com^ 
pliments before he faw the Strangers ftarehard at 
him, and then whifper one another. S/>ri(fe imme- 
diately colour'd like Scai'let ^ and^ fearing the 

Story 
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Story of my Lord was going to be reviv'd, made 
an Excufe out of the Room, and we fa'v^ him no 

more that Ni^t. As our Company was com- 

pos'd of fome of the moft leading People of the 
X#wn, his Behaviour here hurt him ; for, after they 
had heard the Story, lau^'d at it, and found Mr. 
'Spruce had left them fo abrupdy,' they call'd him 
prodigal Coxcomb, and techy Fool ; adding; He 
wughi never to be admitted into Company ^if he woiCd 
not let his Friends laugh at an innocent, Jtji upon 
him. This was their Opinion of Spruce y while 

<?r^i9B7ifi7rwas highly ^plauded for his Wit. 

Fearing their Cenfure might fall in the fame Man- - 
Rer upon Mr, -Ramble^ I made a formsil Apologj^ 
for him, faying, he was fciz'd fuddenly with a' 
violent Hcad-ach, and was oblig'd to go to Bed. 

Mr. Conftable and Mrs. Robe hzdi much the 
largeft Share of the public Con verfation.—— But 
one of the Company, a Doftor of Phyfick in the 
Town, was not behind 'em with Mifs JVhlffle ; 
'for, from the Time Supper was over 'till we 
parted, they never ceas'd whifpering. Though I 
could not over-hear Particulars, yet by their Ac- 
tions I perceiv'd Love was the chief Subjeft of 
their Difcourife. . . 

. While the Cohipany were thus dtfFerently lentV' 
ploy'd, Mifs Grin ftole out of the Room. J faw 
her go, and thought fhe was affronted that Some- 
body had riot made their AddreiTes to her : But it 
feems {he had other Matters in her Head, which 
will appear in a proper Place. \ A 

When' the Company broke up, before I went 
to Reft, I caird upon my Friend Ramble^ for I 
was very uneafy to fee him fo much out of Order. 
When I came in,. I found him in his Cloaths, faftr 
afleep upon the Bed, with the Letter he had fcnt 
by Mrs. Meggot to Diana lying upon the Pillow 
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by him. I awak'd himt and with much Difficidljf 
prevail'd with him to go to Bed. When hew«s 
there, I begg'd him for the iuture to be mote 
^are^ of his Healtl^, than to hazard it by that 

indifcreet Manner oi Sleeping.-^ He told me, 

he did not do it by Deflgn; But^ faidhe, mirfina 
yjoufat down U Suppir^ I have been thinking of 
poor Diana. I have read the Letter I dejign\4 
for her a hundred Times over^ and indulged my 
Fancy with imagining how nmch fie would have 
been furprivCd and pleas* d^ if Jbe bad read, it j 
'till being quite jaded with Thought^ Ifunk^ ix^en* 
jiblyj into the Sleep in which you found me* After 
a little farther Converfation witb him, I recom« 
mended Patience and Repofe, as the only Me-f 
dicines that could ferve him> and fo Wfint to 
Bed. 

The next Morning we allmet at the Theatre 
(for we purposed opening the Day following) in 
order to confultwhat Play to begin with; for as 
Mn Pepper wa^ not yet arriv'd, our Schemes 
were mudi difconcerted. Many Comedies and 
Tragedies were mention'd, for each would have 
had the Play that himfelf was moft Principal in— 
Mr. Spruce would hear of nothing but Richard 
the Third\ others obje<^ed to it, efpecially Mrs. 
Pepper^ who faid, The Part belong'd to her 
Hulband, and no Body fhould take it from hint 
in his Abfence. Spruce reply'd, IcarCt fee why 
the whole Company Jhouldfuffer^ for Mr. repper'i 
^ Jdlenefs* I am ready in the Party and I believe it 
is the Opinion of the whole Company ^ that it is the 
jftrongefl Play we can open withy and will fuffer 
the leajl by your Husband^ s Abfence. After many 
Arguments, pro^ and con^ Spruce carry'd his 

Point 
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Point, and every one agreed to begin with 
Jtlchard the next Day. 

During our pifputes in this important Affair, 
Mifs Grin was Very remarkable in her ill-natur'd 
Looks and malicious Sayings to Mr. Ramble; and 
i3io.,le{s.iQ, .for coming ..into, every: Thing Mt^ 
Spruce advanced, with many Encomiums on his 
great Merit. This- Alteratioh in her Behaviour, 
could not pafs unobfery'd by any of us : But Mrs. , 
i^obey who ow'd her a Spite ever fmce their 
Quarrel upon the Road, took publick Notice of 
it, by faying, fFhy^ Mifs ^ you are a very Weather^ 
cock in your Inclinations : However ^ I am glad tot 
fee Mr, Spruce and you have made' It np^ nofwith^ 
jftandihg my good Wishes to Mr.^ Raitibfe--*^— P^r- 
haps J faid mtfs Whifffe with a Sneer, Afr. Spruce 
is the better Man.-^'^-Mxk Grin^ though ready to 
burft at thefe Taunts, turn'd her Back upon the 
Ladi^.; and, IpokingfuU at Mr. Ramble^ faid, 
irpurTo77gUes are no Slander; yj?r Diana herfelf 
voould ne*oir get your good Words.* — This Speech, 
and the Looks Attended it, ftruck poor RambU 
into Amazement. His Colour <:ame and went, 
that all prefent took Notice of his Confufion ; but 
they imputed it to Mifs Grin's Behaviour to him, 
thinking, I fuppofe, he had a Paflion for her. 
For my Part I was not Icfs furpriz'd thaW my 
Friend, for I could plainly fee fhe had fome ma- 
licious meaning under thofe Words* 

When Ramble and I were alone, he exprefsM 
great Uneafmefs at what Mifs Grin had faid, aiicW 
hinted that either I or Mrs. Meggot had betray'd 
him to her. I protefted my own Innocence, and 
fent for Mrs. Meggot^ who did, with all the Oaths 
{he could think of, declare flie had never once 
mention'd the AfRiir to any Pcrfon living. This 
a little pacity'd him ; and he faid, If we had not 

I &Ss:.QiH^i^ 
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^ifcover*d him, whatihe faid was accidental^ anj 
had no particular Relation to him: However, j 

1\/Tr.Q- A/f/>(r<TAt nrnnnieM tn ii(V» all ViPr Art f"/\ ett^ir o* J 



Mrs. il/<?g;f tf/promb'd to ufe all her Art to get at 
the Truth. 



CH AR XV^ 

Ji4r. Pepper's Arrival — Jverv tragical Figla"^ 
Grammar in Di/grace.^^A Challingc beSwitn 
. 4%mo Heroes. 

Tl^ jiext being otsrJDa^r of Perfofmancef 
we ware all qarly ^t Rehearfal, wiioreeverjr 
TThing w^ fettkd as well as the Shorthefs o£ the 

Time would permit. Mn JJaffi/^ rehears'd 

.Ricbmondj and with a Spirit uncominon in ooe.fo 
Jittle experienced in ourBufuiefs. 

Seven o'Clock was ^e Time appointed in our 
'Bills to begin, and at. Half an Hour after Six wf 
yhad notr one iingle SpedtatcH: in the Houfe, but 

^what weiie put in by Orders from the Adlors. 

This was biit a melandiply Profpeft, and greatly 
•dejefted our Heroes, who were all drefs'd, and 
tcxpefled much better Succefs* — We were every 
jnoment looking out, to fee if any Company was 
comings butcfpecially Mr. Spruce^ who look'd 
for gpeat Fame from thi? Part of Richard. While 
"ivewere-m this Situation, who ihould appear, 
^|uft1igta:ed from his Horfe, but Mr. Peppery who 
' .having feen the Bills up in the Town, and Spruce* s 
■Itfame for Richard^ came in, fwearing like a mad 
Man, thut he would <ait any Man's Throat that 

^durftipaitnpthisNamefora rartof his Call'd 

call the Company Scoundrels; and, drawing his 
Hanger, made a Ring of frightcnM Heroes in a 
Moment His ^jge was &> violent, that it flruck 
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a perfeft Terror into air the CompanjTr Mrs** 
Peppery who was drefs'd for Queen Elizabeth^ wen^ 
with great Temper to'pcrfwade him to defift; bu^ 
he kriock'd her down, ;andgave ber.Majefty the 
additional Ornament of a Black Eye,— -This Ac- 
j:ion ^o provok'd the Females^ that they inmie- 
diately pour'd their whole Force upon Mr. Pepper » 
Lady Ann (Mrs. Broad) attack'dhim with one of 
the Guard's Halberts. Mrs. Msggot (the Dut- 
chefs of Tork) feiz'd a Tragedy-Dagger, and 
fwore fhe would itick it to his Heart; adding, It, 
was what a Man deferv'd, that dare treat any 
Woman fo in a. publicfc Place. Mr. Spruce ^ 
who was drefs'd for his Chara6ter, going to part 
the Combatants, Mifs Grin catcH'd him by the 
Robe to prevent lum, and tore it quite off his 
Back ; fcy which means Pepper and he met, an4 
the t\yo Monarchs were in a moment Boxing for 
the Diadem* , Mils Grinj anxious for Mr. fptMct 
fell^furiouflyr upon! his Antagoniftj y^hich Mrs-,^ 
Peppr feeing ; (who had put juft recovered front 
the Blow flie had received) attack'd Ker, like a 
good Wife, in Behalf of. her Hufbandj fo that 
now the Aftion was almoft^neral, and the few 
neutral Memlicrghad^nnich Difficulty to pait *em* 
As^M^* fep^Ar^^ the better in the 

Coinbat, Spruce was fbrc'd to give up his, regal 
5lobcs*to his GJoncjuoror. By this Time it was 
paft Eight o'Clocic, and. no Profpeft of any. 
C^onipaKiy,* It was the general Opinion, to defer 
oV Pertormance *till next Night; befides, the 
Tinjet wb(uld not permit us to repair thf King'a 
Robe,.'^^ci fome pther Accidents that had hap* 
r^'d to tha Dreflpsj^iiX the Battle, and the^ 
v^een's Eye, that w43 mark'dmuch below the 
Digaity,x>f W Chara£):er« 

I 2 Thel% 
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fo taken up with Diana ^ that he fat in a deep 
Melancholy, without the leaft Attention to any 
of our Converfation. He was fo particular in it, 
that every one took Notice of It. Son^ i4iagin*a ' 
he was ill, and advisM him to a Phyffcian; but 
Mifs^r/», with her ufual Malice, {iiiy J^d/ed 
you throw away your Time for Mr: Ramble'^ ///- 
nefs is not in our Power to cure. His TVoUfid is 
in his Hearti end the DoSfor that Jhoutd affijihim^ 
itfi^ms^ is run <7tt/^7;— -This jSpeech was tcJlow'd' 
by ^ great Laugh from Vir. Spruce \ who, by liis 
enjoying the, Jeft, feeniM acquainted with Mifs;* 
ffrin's Meaning. Mr- Ramhky all this while,\ 
lyas in the utmoft Coiifufion, nor was Mrs Meg-\ 
got and myfelf lefs concern'd j for by this Conver- 
sation, join'd to her former Speech, we cotild not 
but think they had difcover'd fomething of Mr. 
^a/«Wtf's Amour. ---flere Grammar j vvho was a}- 
moft drunk, for'the firft Time vTas of Service id; 
us. As he did not underftand What^ they were fo; 
merry at, he began to abilfe the Women foi^ tak4' 
ing fo much Liberty with Mr. RamJ^le; feyingi 
Becaufe the Gentleman is a modejl Man^you are al^ 
ways picking at him. Da—n me^ continu'd he, 
if he had Half your Impudence ^ he'd hJ^Ve, twice 
your Merit. • * f.i :. .-i 

This turn'd the Converfation, drew all the fee-: 
fentment of the Women upon Gr^m>«^r, ^ gaye^ 
Mr. Ramble fome little Relief. Mifs Grin and 
Mr. Spruce v/eie Grammar's chief Opponents, and 
a great many Things of Wit, Humour, and ill 
Manners were faid on all Sides; 'till.at laff 
Grammar told Mifs Gr/;/, That though *ie*coul J 
fee plainly fhe had a Defigri of drawing in R^*^ 
kamb/e to like her, he was glad to find the,yoW 
Gentleman knew too much of the World to' 
be deceiv*d by a Rag-Doll j adding Madam-, I 

- " think 
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think you had better Jiick to the Hero there, (point- 
ing to Spruce) fdr as he had a good Acquaintance^ 
he ^y now and then give you a lifi, behind n^, 
Lorits Coach. This Jeft (whith pleas'd theGom- 
pany greatly) fir'd Mife Gfin beyond all Bound?, 
andvihe immediately threw a Glafs at Grammar*^ 
Head, which he retiirn'xf by fluicing her with a 
'Tankard of Beer that ftood by him. This en- 
gag'd Spruce J who, fell upon poor Grammar 2Uid^ 
would ;havemurder'd him, had not it been for the 
Starider*s-by; for he had ow*d him a Grudge 
^yer fmcethe.Stc)ry of my Lord. ^ 

Pepper 'i upon this, took Grammar^s Part, and 
was for attacking Spruce • but as Aey Were both 
Men of Honour, they were eafily prevented 
from Boxing, fo agreed to meet next Moi^ning in 
a Field behind the Church, in order to vindicate 
themfelves in a ihore ' Gentlenian-like Manner. 
This the Company did not interfere in, as think-' 
ing the^ woiild both forget itbeft)r<e'*the Time' 
came. ' ' • , r 

Mrs. Meggoty during this Part of the Quarrel,^ 
had very artfully drawn Mifs Grin into another^ 
Roomi and with a little El^ctery, Und fome Ex- 
Qlaniatioris* againft 'tlrdhemar foPliis^ Beh^viour^; 
pump'd out aU fhe m^nt by ft^r frieet^ing f6 pften^ 
T^Mx, Rarfible. t i 

^ While this was dmng the Company broke up, 
and every one r^turn'd to their feveral Apart-^ 
joaents. 
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CHAP* XVI, 

Mr. Ramblers joy^ upm Mrs^ Mef^o%^>f J[?JJ^^ 

IHad fcarce g9t into, my RpOm,. but; Mrs, Jtfeg^ 
t Sf^ &^^ ^ great ^ap at the Door^ Saying, She 
jnim (peak with me that Mom^cnt. I had no 
fooner lether in» than ihe told me (as y^U as 
her Breathy would let heif, which was almpft ipejr^t 
with Hafte) that {he , had gpt the 'S€.cret frprii 
MifkGrin^ and could now let Mr. ^^iw^/f know 
the Reafon of her BebayiQur to him-— T had tbp^ 
much regard to mv Fridnd's Eafe to gratify my 
own Curicjfity, before I had fatisfied him ; there- 
fore, without afkingj any Queftions, I led Mi:t. 
Adieggof 4^r^^y to his pnamber, where we' foiiiiit 
him (in the Situation, 1^ ufually Was) miifijig,! 
Vfi^ his ^^^rn^^PP'^^^^ 'liable, about Diana y and 
writing Letters, though he was pretty well af- 
fjtr'fl helbouPd never be able to get one deliver'd' 
to her. 

. Upon our Entrauc;e he ftarted up, like one 
ly'ikk'dout of Slee^p^ axid when iSAt^. M$ggQt tx>\i 
him ; /h? had made a Dircpyery ' Worth nig hcar-^ 
ing, he trembled all over wiHi Expe^ation ; hS^ 
ixk§i I fuppofe, ta hev.fonfiethihgi^f his loft 
Miftreis.; ' - 

Mrs. Meggot then told us all that had pafs*d be* 
tween her and Mifs Grin-- After I had wheedled^ 
faid Mrs. Meggot^ myfilfin her Conpdence^ Jhe 
gave me this Account ' My dear A^ggot, faid 

*.Oie> V^hin I firji faw Mr. Ramble, Xj"'^^ ^^- 

* firous of being nearer acquainted with mfn^ but 

* though I gave all the Hints and Signs to let iiwi 

^ know my Mind, that Modejlj would permit^.^ 

* met 
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* met with m Return but Coldnefs arid a feemng 
^ TJnwillingnefsto have any Converfation with mey 

* Thisjiung me to the Hearty and Ivtas determined 
^ to findout the Caufe of it j fory by his deep Me^ 
^ lancholy and Averfion to me, I imagined his Heart 
^ was already enga^d. Accordingly I employed every 

* Art t$ kriow theTriah j buf though I was un- 
^ fuccefsful a great while^ Fortune at lajl madif 
^ fne amends And thus it was- — One Night f 

* ferceih/d Mr. Ramble more dull than ufual^ and 

* kept his Chamber y fho* the whale Company were^- 
^invited to Tup with fever al Gentlemen of the 

* Towm • Af^er Supper llefi the Room 5 and go- 

* ing up Stairs to bed by his Door, I perceived ilt 

* was Half openy a Candle upon the Table ; and 

* as I t bought y no Boify within. / was re^ 
^.fihi'd Pt fatisfymyCuriofityy and made bold t9 
^ fefp in i whereof faw Mr. Ramble lying upon 

* the Bed fqjf ajleepywith a Paper tn his Hand-- 
*'/ went mt of the RsBm direSfly^ for fear h& 

* J^ould wafey and phd me there. When I had 

* got into my Chanwery this Paper ran fo in my, 
*■ ' Heady that I could not reji for thinking of it * 
^ at lengthy l determined to creep down Stairs a^ 
^^gain'i' aniy if he remained in the fame Pof' 
^ itirffy ehdeavouf' to read Hy which ashewasfltH 

* /a/?,; / iid Without dny Difficulty, f found it 

* tOas^i'rAh'de^letter; fidl'ofthe mojlpaffionate Ex^ 
y prejpms'y to a Lady y whofe nafneis Diana -^ 

* Now I fancy y, continu'd (he, this is the fame 

* Diana that Wd about two Miks and is latefy 

* ritn away from her Father j but I am rifoho^ld 

* to teixehim ^tilll find it out- — V II put a Spokte 
^ in^^his PFheePthe^ey I warrant yau. 

- f&rey (M Mrs Afeggoty I join' d- with her ; 
laying, it would make us rare Sport :, But at the 
\ ' ■ i ■ . fame 
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fame Time advised her to be certain the Lady Jhe 
fhentlorCd was the Diana he meant ^ leji Jhe Jbould 
feandalixe a P erf on of Fajhion^ and fpoil all oun 
jBenefts 5 or^ perhaps, ^et us whippQ out of the* 

Town. O, reply'd flie, / will be certain before^ 

1 proceed^ for as yet I have not told a Soul of itf 
but Mr, Spruce, and I know it will le as fafe im 
his Breaft as my own : BefideSy continu'd mc, / 
dorCt intend to injure the Lady : on the contrary^ 
the Moment I am certain in the Affair^ I will in^ 
form her Father and Family, fo prevent her throW'* 
ing herfelf away^ andfecure all their Int^reftfon 
my f elf By this Means I jfhall increaferny Friends^ 
4md have ample Rever^ge upon R2Lmble. ; > 

Mrs. Meggot then told us. She had fided with 
all Mifs Grin had faid, and applauded her Re-* 
iblution j but, at the fame Time, had artfully 
thrown in fo many Cautioi^, coriceniing tno 
Charader of the young Xady, if ihe fHouDd W 
miftaken,. that fhe believ'd fhe would i;ot vejntoro 
to report much of the AiFair. , , ^ 

Mr. Ramble flood liLe (Mie amaz'd at this IRa^ 
lation i and was fo much afraid of being difco-« 
ver'd, that he was for taking Horfe^ that Nighty 
and fetting out for London.r—'Wc us'd all Argu-» 
ments to diiTuade him from fucb l^aflmefs ; biit^ 
I believe, fhould not have prev^'flj^j^ad he not 
recolleded, that thcuigh ibe had r^ad the t^^^ 
ihe,could not difcover his real Name, it being 
otily {\gvC A your unfortunate toy er^ Xhi& brought 
him a little to Reafon ; which Mrs. Megzot 
\:Arengthen d> by afOurijHg him ihe qould keep^Mif» 
Grin from f>^ying.^y Thing of it;^ zxA^^i&pi^uci 
(hould be impeftineiit ugon it, ^ pramis'4: vto^call 
him to fuch aa Acqount,^ as he would not be^ble 
toanfwer : For Spruce oyifd me at that Tinif ug!^ 
wards of Five Pounds -, and, bad he attack^ mv 

Friend, 
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Friend, 1 would have threaten'd him with an 
Officer, which I knew would foon frighten him 
into Silence. 

With this I(efolutioh we parted j though I 
could not help being heartily vext, at hearing 
Mife Grin and Spruce knew fo much oiFMn Il(i^-> 
lie's AfSaics. 
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"The Confequence of the Challenge.-"'''''^ Mr, Can'* 

Jiahle's Importance, Our ftr/i Jcquainian^ 

with Mr^ Hunter. 

^ ■ 

THE next Morning wc rcpalr'd to our 
Theatre, in order to rehearfe The JVay of 
the Worlds which was to be a£led that Night. 
'We waited a great while after the appointed 
Time for Mr. Spruce and Mr. Pepper \ neither 
iof which appeared, nor could we hear any Tidings 
of 'em. — ^^^At laft Mr. Idle^ the Prompter, told us. 
That he went out early In the Morning to gather 
Mufhrooms ; and, in the Field behind the Church, 
faw^Mr. Pepper walking in a very dejedted Man- 
ner, with a long Svvord under his Arm.— -Upon 
^fking him where he was going ; he anfwer'd. 
That he came out early to ftudy, and had 
brought his Sword, left he (hould nieet with any 
Ruffians by the Way. This immediately brought 
the Quarrel that happen'd over Night frcfli into 
our Minds. Mrs. Pepper gave a great Scream, 
. and ran like a mad Woman towards the Place 
where her Huft)and had been fecn \ and, indeed, 
.the whole Company were fo much alarm'd, that 
;«ioftof.them foUow'd her. 
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Mfi Ramble and I, to avoid the Crowd {omsSSf 

People going together occafion'd, foDow'd at 

fome Diftance ; and, in our Way, met with 

Mr. Huntefi the young Gkntleman, whom the 

Doftor had introduc'athe Night before. He 

immediately afk'd us» if we hadfeenMr. Spruce ; 

and, being anfwer'd in the Negative, he cry'd 

out. Zounds^ I wonder what the Fool means ^ for 

4>e waswkh me before I was up thh Morning to 

borrow a Sword i and^ upon my rifufing^ he made 

JuS a long Hdrangue about Dijlrefsy Honour ^ and 

Courage^ that I took himjor a mad Man. , Mr. 

'iJ afnble Teply 'd, / wonder^ Str^ hefhould take fuch 

^Liberty with yoUy who are a Stranger to him. 

Nay J faid Mr. Hunter j J tUas amaz*d too ; for^ 

though he had never Jeen. me before ^ he told me all 

his Affairs^ as if we had been Intimates many 

Years : Among other Things^ Jaidy that his Mis^ 

fortunes wer£ fo greats that when he left London 

he was obliged to pledge his Sword for Money ta 

iear his travelling Expences j which^ continued hey 

\gave me great Concerny it being a Prefent from a 

' Perfon of Di/iin£iiony when I was his Second in 

Hyde-Park. ^ 

This fet us all a laughing, and prevented Mr. 
Hunter's Relation for lome Time — At length he 

continued thus Mr. Spruce, faid he, then told 

' mej That he had never been tnfulted'tillhe had 
parted with this Sword \ that he had lately met with 
Jeveral Indignities y and was now determined to 
clear his Honour y addingy That if I would equip 
him for the Field this onccy he would never trouble 
•me again ; fayingy * / believe a Cudgel will hi 
* fufficientfor the rejl of the Scoundrels that have 

*' affronted mey Upon my abfolutely refufmg to 

' comply with his R^quejiy he left tne^ with this he- 

rmk 
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0^ci Sentence ; ^ 0, 4S/>, may ym never want a^ 
* Friendf when your Honour is in Danger* 

He had fcarce finifh'd this Account of Spruce^* 
before the whole Company appear'd with Pepper 
made Prifoner, ^ttende4 by a Hundred People of 
the Town, who by this haa heard fas they phras'd' 
it) cX :i Fight between two Shew-FoJis^-— JVill 
Glitter led the Van^ with Mr. Pepper^s Sword^ 
which he had very bravely taken from him- 
Next the Hero^ with a fuUy Countenance, led 
by his weeping Wife, and t^e reft of the Com- 
pany laughing behind; while, on each Side, the 
Town's People walk'd, giving their Sentiments 

of the Affair. In this^ whimiical Cavalcade we 

roarch'd towards the Play-houfe — where the firftl 
Thing wc faw was another great Croud, and Mr. 
Spruce in the Hands of the Coiiftable, who was 
explaining to the People prefent, the Nature of 
our Hero's OfFence. 

nis Man, fald he, came this Morning to rhf' 
Houfe ; and after talking a great deal about 
Honour^ which I did not underjiandy dejir*d t 
would lend him my Sword, which I wore when I. 
fervid my Country in the Militia : And. becaufe. L 
told him I did not .care to difpurage my Sword, by 
putting it into the Hands of a Stage- Player ; h& 
Jaid fom^thingy That I did not behave with th$^ 
Digniiy of an Officer. ^^ I did not mindhis Words at 
firjl\ but, upon confultingwithmy Wife, Ifoundhe\ 
had caji ReJleSfions upon my Office ; and farther^ 
that by his preffingfo much for a Swordy I appre-^ 
bended he intended to murder fome of bis Majejiys . 
Subje^s. I communicated my Sujpicions to Mr^ 
Mayor, and he has ordered me to bring him before 

J)ijn -Over and above this, continu'd he, his ' 

Worjhip has thought fit and convenient to grant a 
Warranty to bring in Perfon before him the Body 
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t£ oneVcpstcY^a Stage-Player^ who has beenfeentbir 
Morning in a menacing and dangerous Pojiure^ in 
a certain Fisld behind the Churdf: Now if any of 
you pre/ent know where thefaidFcpper is, I charge 
you, by Virtue ofn^ Office, to givi fpeedy Infor^ 
mat ion. 

. Juft at thcfe Words, Pepper and his Atten^ 
4ants came up i But Mr* Conflable, notwith- 
ftanding his former Intimacy with us, now feemU 
.« Stranger to us all, and with an audible Voice, 
call'd out, Does any one htow the faid Pepper ? 
Pepper immediately ftepM forward, and faid, / ant 

the Man. Then I charge you, faid Mr. Confta.- 

He, to go with me before his Worjhip, the Mayor. 
He then commanded (though Pepper was very 
willing to attend him) ibme of his People to lay 
hold of him ; and thus we made another ProceN 
iipn back to the Mayor's Houfe. 



tit 



CHAP. xvm. 

Mr. MayiT^s Civility to two of our Ladies. — The t 

parrel ended. The Way of the World 

a^ed.^ — Grammar*/ Blunder. 

WHEN we had got hJf Way, Mn Con- 
ftable happen'd to fee Mrs. Robe and Mifs 
Whiffle in a Milliner's Shop, upon which he 
order'd his Ailiftants to take care of the Prifoners, 
and went into the Ladies ; where, after chatting 
about a Quarter of an Hour, he came out, con- 
ducing the two Ladies to the Mayor's, to hear the 
Caufe of the Dueliils try'd ; giving this Order as 
he came out. — IJhallgo before, and kt the Fel- 
lows he brought gently after nu to the Mayor^ls. 

. This 
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This Behaviour of the Conftablc's greatly en- 
raged our two Heroes. Spruce only exprefs'd bis 
Anger by his Looks; but Pippery who was a 
Comedian, and was not fo much Maftcr of the 
Paffions, roared out. Why is it not monjhous now^ 
that thofe two draggled taitd B—s jhould he car^ 
rf d to divert themjelves with our Misfortunes f If 
I was in London, I would kick a ConJiahU round 
Covent-Garden thatjbould ufe mefo. 

With this, and other ExprefEons to the fame 
EfFeft, he walkM on, 'till we reached the Ma- 
giftrate's Houfe. We were immediately con- 
du£):ed into his Hall of Audience^ which was a 
little Parlour behind the Shop,; where the Mayijr 
'was feated in his Elbow-Chair, with Mrs. Rohe 
on one Side, Mifs Whiffle on t'other, and Mr. 
Conftable at his Back. Mr. Mayor, upon our 
Entrance, immediately began, by asking what 
was the Meaning of this Difturbance ? SprUie 
and Pepper were lb chagfcen'd at feeing the tw> 
A^treffes (6 honour'd,^ that they had not Power 
dire(Sly to reply, which gave Mr. Conftable an 
Opportunity of fliewing his Rhetorick — He dif- 
play'd, in m(3ft afFefled Terms, the Danger of en- 
couraging quarrelfome People, and how much a 
Magiftrate had to anfwer, if he let flip any 0<j- 
cafion of punifhing and confining, to Reafon (as 
he phras'd it) fuch magnanimous Animals, '^ryix%. 
Robe feem'd greatly pleas'd with his Speech, and 
was going to give her Opinion 5 when Pepper^ in 
a Fury, ftop'd her, by afking, Pray which is the 
Mayor? This Queftion furpriz'd cvery^rBody 
prefent, except Mr. Mayor, ^ofe Ears were i)pt 
• the beft in the World, and whofe Eyes were.noy^ 
wholly engag'd upon Mife Whiffle. This occ^- 
'fioii'd a' long Silence, whifch woujd have been 
longer, had not Mrs. Mayorefs given het Hufband 

K a V4^ 
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z Pat on the Shoulder, faying, My Dear^ one of 
the ASfors /peaks to you. He reply'd, ftill keeping 
his Eye upon Mifs fVhiffley What does the MUn 
fay ? Whfy faid fhe, pulling him pretty hard, hi 

< dejires to know which is the Mayor. What !. 

what / anfwer'd he, ftarting up, does he not know 
who I am f Til let him know who lam, with the 
Devtl to him. Here, Clerk, make his Mittimus. 
Mittimus, faid Pepper, in a Paflion, for what ! 
For what ? faid the Mayor, why Pll tell you i 
' (here he turned tp the Conftable) Sir, I order you 
'^to let that Fellow know what be has done, and 
'"why I commit him,' -R^n Conftable was going to 
fliew his Eloquence j but before he had hem'd 
'and h^w'd enough (which he always did, to pre- 
pare his Oration) the DoQor, who was prefent 
over Night, and was acquainted with the whole 
Affair, came in, and gave fo. good-naturM an Ac- 
count of the <2uai:rBl, that 1V&. Mayor begg'd the 
Combatant's Pardon, told Mr. Conftable he had 
'beendecetv'd in his Information \ and, after dif- 
mifling the Rabble that had followed us, defir'd he 
mi^t make all Friends over a Botd^ of his Ale. 

This Matter being fettled, Mr. Hunter, Mr. 
Ramble, and myfelf came out^ and left them to 
'their Liquor. 

Mr. Hunter infifted upon our going with him 

to his Inn to Dinner, where he cntertainM us 

very handfomely- — Mr. Hunter, though young 

gmd wild, did not want Words to make himfelf 

agreeable; fo much, that my Friend Ramble^ 

^'lj)ight of his heavy Difpofition, was greatly pleas'd 

- wifli his hew Acquaintance, -»-From this we b^en 

'to be intimate ; and, when the Hour of our «r- 

* fbrmance drew near, we all went to the Play- 

.%ovIc together, 

Puring 
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- TXiring the Play, our new Friend was for trjeat- 
ing all the Company "with Wine j but, for the 
Honour of our A£lors, not one would partake of 
his Liquor : For as tiiere was a very fine Au- 
dience, each Perfon was fond of doing their beft 
to pleafe. Nor had we a Blunder in the whole 
Play, excepting one, which was owing to Gram^ 
mar.' — He did the Part of Sir Rowland^ and was 
received in it with vaft Applaufe j but the beft of 
liis Part being over, long before the Condufioa 
of the Play, he began to tipple witliMr. tiunteri 
and being call'd in a Hurry to go on in the laft 
Scene, where he is to bring on a black Box of 
Writings (much talk'd of in the Play) in his Con- 
fuiion, infteadof the rij^ht, (hatch'd up a fmalt 
3and-box, that fome of the Women had brought 
their Head-doaths in, and went on with thefe 
Words; * Madam, I hav€ brought, the black 
* Box you defir'd'— — This fet the whole Houfe 
in fuch a Fit of Laughter, that the Cataftrophe ot 
bur Comedy was but little regarded; 
; Mbff of the Company retired to their Inn ; but^ 
Mr. Hunter took Ramble and myfelf to the Houfe 
where we din'd, where a very handfome Supper 

was provided* In the Courfe of our Converfa-' 

feon, Mr. Hunter exprefs'd his great tove for 
Shootinfo which was no'lefs efteem'd by my 
Friend Ramble^ fo that thefe two Sportfmen did 
hot now want for Difcourfe : For my own Part, 
I was fo very ignorant of that $ort of Diverfion,. 
that I did not add a little to their Merriment.— t- 
A, Day was fixt for the Sport, and I was to go as a 
Spefltator ; for Mr. Hunter faid he knew a Placer 
wH6re theife was fuch Game, a Man could not fail 
to be tranfported with it. — ^^Our Diverfion being 
thus fettled, we parted, and went home to our 
^ feveral Apartments. 

K 3 C U ^ B. 
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Bttf I muft now grow fhoiter in my Account of 

the Quarrels thathappen'd^ or I (hould fwell my 

Bookbeyond the Stretch cxTa 5[^^^^sChronide.— 

Jean omyiayin general. That feldom a Day 

. pa&M wittiout a Wrangle; fometimes about Parts^ 

ibmelimcs about Cloadis, often about Merit in 

ene SkXf and Virtue in die odier; befid^, thefb 

X^iarrds being much die fame, a$ th<^ already 

.mated, th^ would rather tire dian divert — -^ 

Therefore I will only give a (hort Account of 

:die Plays we a&ed^ am die Miflsdces that hap^ 

,pen'd in 'em, 'dU we met widi an Adventure of 

another Kind. 

Our next Perfonnance, after Akxander^ was 
Xhi Old Batcbebrir where Grammar yirzs fo drunW, 
diatdie Charader ci Noll Bluff' vns quite Ic^.— 
Then came Othello i whcrt Mr. Spruce was fb 
violendy fond of his De/Hemena^ in die fecond 
J!^£t, and enihrsui'd her fo clofe, diat» to did 
ainaztngMinlrc^ die Audience, flie ^^ew Maci 
an the Face y whidi /o iWprieM hhn, diat he 

gtwwhit^ ^till it was imaginM they had changed 
^mplexions. 
: J^ll Glitter^ who liad hidierto been very 
Ifieaoeable, and had not enter'd into any Con* 
Mentions - vndi the Company,- began now to 
breakout. He came one Morning to Reheaifal^ 
fwearing.like a mad Man,. That he had been 
ill-us*d; that he had not his Share of Parts; 
but he would make *em know he was Manager^ 
and would have his Choice of any Chara£ler$ he 
lik'd. As ff^ill had behav'd himfelf with great 
Decency, I was unwilling to put liim out of 
Humour; therefore told him, I was fare there 
was not a Performer in the Company, but what 
would give him up any CharaSer, if he defir'd 
iU'-Jye^ faid Fepper^ any of mine you are ,wel^ 
?• come 
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^JM fOy except Richard, and that I wouI4 net 
part with to my Father— ^^'Hox were the reft Jefe 
complaifant This Offer though very fair, did 
^Qt fetisfy fFillj for he had fet his Heart upon 
playing of Bajazety and nothing would content 
him, but the Tragedy of Tamerlane being got 
r^y againft the next Play-Day. Thoura we 
were, willing to oblige him, this Requeft was 
hardly to be comply'd with ; for, as we never 
had defign'd to adi this Piece, the Company were 
not ready in the Parts; or, if they were, had we 
JpreiTes nt for *em. Thefe Arguments did not 
avail ; he iniifted, as he had not made any De* 
^mapd of the Parts before, to be obliged with this. 
. After many Reafons given for and againft, it Vf^ 
: ^reed to caft the Play, and the Parts to be ftudy'd 
s^ faft as poffible. In regard to the Drefles, as we 
l^ad no Eaftern Habits, weconfented to make ufe 
^ Modern Ones. This was aU fettled with the 
Utmoft Temper and Tranquilli^, and the <aAf 
Jnft^nce I can jgive of cafting a Play wtlixouC 
Strife and Tumult* 
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dviry jhort Chatter % vjhkh yeu had better pafi 

over^ untefs youbave ageodGuefs* 
... « . • ■ 

THE next Day Mr. Hunter c^Y A Ramble and 
I; and we went, according to our Appoint* 
ment, out with him a fliooting. He carry'd us to 
a little Common, where ^re was only one 
Farm-Houfe, which ftood by a Wobd's Side, 
about fix Miles from the Town.— We beat- about 
4wo Hours, without irpringing any (jam^; when* 
bdog very weaxy and hot^ iMtai for quitting the . 
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Sport, and feeking for fome Refrefhment. Ajf^ 

fays Hunter^ f^PPilf ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ Farmer j and beg 
fome of his Ale. This Propofal we readily agreed 
toi But continued he, / affkre you he*s an odd^ 
crujiy Fellow^ and Un to one won't a(k you to fit 
down. I warrant you^ faid I, as we have Money 

in our Pockets he* II make us welcome, In this. 

Sort of Difcourfe we fpent the Time *till we 
reach'd the Houfe, which we found faft lock'd j; 
nor could we hear any Perfon ftir, 'till we ha4^ 
knocked feveral Times: At laft an old furly Fel- 
low came out j and locking the Door after him, 

alk'd \x^ what we wanted 1 told him. We were 

Gentlemen, who had been a Shooting; and,^ 
having wander'd a great Way in feardi of Game, 
without Succefs, were quite fatigu'd, and almoft 
fpent for want of fome Kefreftiment. The Far- 
mer reply 'd Gentlemen ! I have nothing fit for 

Gentlemen: If you'll drink fome SmaU Beer^ and 
eat a^rufl of Bread upon the Bench here at the 
Door^ you JdoII he. welcome \ hut I can't afti you 
into my Houfe^ for our People are bufy. Saying 
this, he unlock'd the Door, and, putting in his 
Head, bade a Girl bring a Jug of SmaB Beer 
a;^d the Loaf; which being brought, he fecur'd 
the Door again, and prefented us with the Li- 
quor. Mt. Hunt et took 2, Draughty and while 
we were drinking, feem'd. very curious. to look 
into the Window, which the Farmer fcem'd as 
diligent to prevent, by conftantly getting be- 
fore him. The Jug being empty we took our 
; Leave, and the Farmer leem'd highly pleasVl 
. that we intended na longer a Stay> for ne look'd 
as if be had no great Inclination to oiu: Com* 
pany» , v 

^ As we waJk'd Homewards, the Fanner^s Hu* 
mour took ^p a good de^ of the Convedation-*- 

But 
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Mr. Hunter only laugh'd at his Oddity, fay- 
ing. He would be even with him, for he knew 
there was excellent Sport in his Farm, and would 
fpare no pdns to make fure of it. Sport / faid I^ 
why I have not feen a Bird Jinct we came cut^ 
above the Degree of a Sparrow, ^^-^No matter for 
tkat^ faid he, there are excellent Birdsy iflcouldbut 
get * em from their Cover \ which I don tdefpair of 
doing one Day or other j when the Farmer is out 

tf the Way NotwitJiftanding all he couM fiiyp 

and the Sport he promised us, Kamble and Ide- 
termin'd never to trouble the Farm any more. 



C HA P. XXI. 

An artful Scheme of Mifs Grin V to make her Be- 
nefit ana the parrel it occafon*d. 

'WTT^ had ho fooner got into the Inn, diati 
V V ^^" ^^^> ^^ Prompter, met us, and faid 
Yonder' s the Devil to pay among the Women. With- 
out ftaying to hear his Story, we ran into the 
Houfe, where we found Mrs. Robe^ Mifs Grin^ 
and Mr. Conftable, at very high Words, and my 
Hoft and his Wife endeavouring to pacify *em« 
It was fome Time before I could Team the Caufe, 
but at length found it was this. 

It has been obferv'd already, that when wefirft 
came into the Town the Conftable was very par- 
ticular in paying his Compliments, to Mrs. Robcj 
and had ever fmce courted her Company. The 
Reader alfo may remember, how cerempnioufly 
he feated her and Mifs Whiffle by the Mayor, 
v^en the Caufe between Spruce and Pepper was 
try'd; how much Mifs Grinvfzs piqu'd at not 
being introduc'd in the fame Manner, and vrVs.-^t. 
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'Heart-burnings and Quarrels that Af&ir produ(fd 
among the Ladies. 

A Month having paft fince this Wrangle, it 
feem'd quite forgot, and the Ladies, in aU Ap* 
pearance, were as good Friends as ever r but by 
the following Stoiy it will appear, that M1& Grin^ 
fo br from forgetting it, had been all this Time 
contriving her Kevenge. 

So far from (hewing any Refentment, Mi(s 
Grin fought all Opportunities of ingratiating her-* 
felf into Mr. Conftable's Favour ; and though be 
was a clofe Attendant upon Mrs. Rohe, fhe waa 
too cunning to yield to fuch a Lover as him, 
without farther Confideration than fine Speeches, 
notwithftanding fhe itill led him on with trifling 
Favours, fuqh as inviting him to Tea, or to Sup-^ 
per, and permitting him to paj the Reckonings 
whenever he ofFer'd it, which ind^ he was not 
often guilty of. By thefe Means Mrs. Ro^e thought 
to engage him enough to fecure his Intereft at her 
Benefit, which (being in Office) was pretty con- 
fiderable ; and for any farther Profit fhe could not 
iiope it, either from his Circumilances or Tern- 
per, for his Spirit was meaner than his Fortune. 

I know it was with this View that Mrs. Rob^ 
was fo complaifant to her Lover ; for fhe has often 
publickly declar'd, that, though fhe had not many 
Acquaintance in tfie Town, fhe did not doubt but 
Mr. Conflable would ufe his utmoft Interdl at 
h^r Benefit. 

Mifs Grin foon introduced herfdf into the Con- 
ftable's Company ; and, by granting him a few 
Liberties more than Mrs. Koh had done, quickly 
became his favourite Companion. The Conflable 
was old, but not very wife ; and would fain have 
been thought young, but had not Art nor Power 
to difguife his Age j very fond of being lik'd by 

the 
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the Women, but had not one agreeable Quality 
to engage their Inclinations. 

This Girl, by her free Behaviour, foon made 
herfdf Miftrefs of his Weaknefs, and had fo 
much the Afcendant over him, that Mrs. Robe 
was quite negle<3ed ^ which, it feems, ihe had 
been fenfible of fome Time, but concealed her 
Refentment, the better to fecure her Revenge, 
and now Fortune threw it in her Way. 

Next Door to our Inn liv*d an Attorney, with 
whofe Wife Mrs. Robe had contrafted an Ac- 
quaintance, and was this very Morning at Break-^ 
raft with her* Now in the Garden belonging to 
the Inn was a Summer-houfe, which jbw^-a to 
another that belonged to the La^^^er, fo clofe^ . 
that nothing but a thin wooden Partition divided 
'cm, Thitfier Mrs. Robe^ after Breakfeft, had re^ 
tir'd to mufeby herfelf ; but had not enjoy'd her 
Contemplations long, before fhe heard two iPeo- 
pie talk in the adjoining Garden, who kept oni 
their Difcourfe 'till they came into the Summer- 
houfe ; and, throi^h a Crack in the Boards, foon 
few it was the Conftable and Mife Grin, Upon 
liftening, (he found their Converfation was about 
the Aftors, in which Mifs Gr/«, with her ufual 
good Nature, abus'd the whole Company rounds 
but had been particularly fevere upon Mrs. Robe* 

Mrs. i^^^^,ftung with the fcandalous Afperfions 
{he had thrown upon her, and piqu'd at the Lofa 
of her Lover, in the Violence of her PafEon flew 
to a Ladder, the Gardener had been ufing 5 and, 
without fear of a broken Bone, got over the 
Wall, and furpriz'd the loving Couple, (as fee 
faid) in a very indecent Pofture. They ftarted, 
and ran into the Houfe ; flie followed, and before 
all the Company fell furioufly upon the Conftable, 
calling him old wicked V illain, fpr feducln^ a 

L ^<i^x 
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poor innocent Girl from her Virtue. Then took 
Mifs Grin by Che Hand, f^ing. She wonder'd 
.any Man could have the Heart to ruin fuch a 
oung Creature^ Thus did Mra. Ribe^ by feeming 
ifs Grin's Friend, very artfuUy expofe hen 
Mifs GrJny on the otiner Hand^ put on a fimpte 
Look, and faid. She wonder'd what the Lady 
meant — for her Partfhe did not know any Crime 
ihe had been guiltv of-'- — ^fbe did not thiiuc it any 
Harm to so into tne Garden to read a new £pi* 
logue to Mr« Conflable, that ihe defi^^d to fpeak 
at her Benefit, jfye, (aid the OfEcer, in Confu- 
fion, and ftanmiering at every Word, the Girl 
€nly dejifdj d^yefae^ I fv$uldgive my Opinion about 
c new-'^e new-'-Prologue-^^Epilogue^ (aid Mils. 

Grin. M^Jogui^ (aid he, thatjhe is to fpeak^ 

d*y0fee^ before her Benefit— and really ^ continu'd 
he, the Prologue ii very pretty^ and I think — • — 1, 
Here Mrs. Robe interrupted him, and aik'd him 
very gravejy, Pray^ Sir^ was it a Prologue or an 
JEptJogue ? Jn Epilogue J refdy'dMils Gn», as 

2uick as* Lightening- — Jn epilogue j reply 'd the 
Jonftable, to befure\ and a good Epilogue it is — 
Pray^ faid Mrs, Rohe^ if you have a mind t^ con- 
vince the Company of your Innocence^ let us fee this. 
Epilogue^ This was a cunning Stroke, and put 
Mifs"Gri» into more Confufion than (he had hi- 
therto fliewn ; but (he foon recovered her Spirits, 
and faid, / wonder, Madam^ at your Impudence 
to difperfe my Character in this Manner. I dare 
let all the World fee my A^ons \ wbich^ I believe^ 
is more ihanyou.can fay. My Actions ! reply'd 
the other— —and from hence a Train of Scandals 
went on, that it is impoflible to repeat, unlcfs I 
make th« Addition of another Volume. 

I believe this Dialogue would have lafted the 
^whole pay, had it not been broke in upon by 

an 
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ai^ Accident^ which amaz'd us much more than 
the laft ; of wbkh the next Chapter will b^ 
form yoiu 



CHAP XXII. 
^JlrangeDifciverj^ 

THE Reader muft remember Mrs. Robi found 
out Mifs Grin and the Conftable, by being 
accidentally in the Lawyer's Garden; and front 
thence fcal'd the Wall, arid furprizM'em. Now 
it happened, that in getting over the Wall, {h» 
drop'd her Pocket, which in the Aepny of her 
Paffion, ihe had not as yet mifs'd. This Pocket 
Mrs. Briefs going into the Garden to fee what 
was become of mxs* Robe^ pick'd up, and had 
Curiofity to examine the Contents y and, finding 
liiere wnat {he did not expe£^ came without any 
Ceremony into the Room, where the Fray wai 
§&VL kept up. She immediately took Mrs» Robe by 
the Arm, and faid, Pray Madam^ how came you 
Iff this Seal? Mrs. JR^^^colour'd; and, after a 
Ikde Paufe, reply*d,, JPhy^ Madam, I came ho^ 
nejtly by it — That^^ faid the other, I very much fuf^ 
feSf^ for ihe Seal is mhe\ and though I loft tt off 
my JVatch above a Fortnight ago, I can Jafefy 
fwear to it^ and will make you give an Account 
how you came by it. — The Conftable here, pleas'd 
that the Argument was changM, and in Hopes of 
being revengM on Mrs* RMey call'd out,' Why^ 
Madam^ if ihe Seal is yours j you may make her 
prove hrwjbe came bv it. if you tleafe Tllftep /i 
£*«• Mayor ^ and w^ II get the Truth outy I warrant 

1/ 9 V^s^ 
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Mrs. Briefs fo far from thanking &is officipoi 
Officer, reply*d with a Frown, and giving him 
a Pufli at the fame Time, Pray^ Sirj mind your 
(nun Bufinefs'y I know whafs to be done in thit 
iCa/ej better than you can tell me : My Hujbamfs 
m JLawyer^ and it* s very hard I Jhould not know how 
to do myfelfjujiice. Then turning to Mrs. Robe 
faid, Comey without Hejitationy tell me bow you 

came by ity or IJhallfind means to make you 

Mrs. Robe J in a PaiHon, anfwer'd, Pray^ Madam^ 
dorCt threaten me — keep your Anger for thofe that 
fear it — The Seal is mine—your Hujband gaij U 
me\ and I believe y he has 'more Right to \ than 
^ou have*'- My Hujband gave it you I ^^/, faid flie, 
he did', and f II keep it, *till he takes it from me. 
(Htre (he fnatch'd it out of her Hand, and put 
It in'hcr Breaft) PFhy then faid Mrs Brief {simoA 
choak'd with Rage) he's a Fillain.—Inaeedj faid 
Mifs Grin, it is very cruel for any Man to give tf- 
tvay his Wife's Trinket s.-rWhy what's that to you^ 
you young Harlot? faid, Mrs. Brief-'—Jjuppoft 
you are onlyforry he did not give it you — A rack of 
Jazy WretcaeSf that came down here to play their 

Fools Tricks, and rob us of our Hujbands But 

it's no Wonder you are encoura^dy when the Of" 
fcers of y lift ice arefuch wicked, debauch' d Scoun-- 
drels — However, fllgo tothe Mayor*, and, if 
there's an honejl Man in the County, to put the Law 
h Force, I'll have you all whipp'd out of Town this 
very Day. So faying, Ihe threw Mr. Robe% 
Pocket in her Face, and bounc'd out of the 
Room. 

This fecond Fray, feem'd to reconcile the firft; 
for Mrs. Robe now,, inftead of accufing Miis 
Grin^ had enough to do to dear herfd^ She 

proteftod 
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protefted her Innocence, declaring, fhe had never 
(poke three Times to Mr. Brief m her Life; and 
tiiat he forc'd the Trinket upon her as an Or- 
nament to her Watch. Mifs Grin tpo, not dc* 
firing to renew the old Argument, threw all her 
Refentment againft Mrs. Brief faying, She wa» 
a low*-bred Creature; and, as to her being a 
Lawyer's Wife, in her Opinion, it was not a 
Greatnefs much tobeenvy'd. The Conftable 
here c^e in fajring. Don't ym take any Notice of 
what has happen* al and Til fee Mr. Bntf imme^ 
diatefyy and fet all matters right y I warrant youm 
With thefe Words be left the Room^ and feem'd 
glad to get off. 

He was no fooner gone, than Grammar came 
in, half drunk, and civ'd out, So^ Ladieij xvhat 
have you been rehearftng The Double Difcoveryi 
with the Humours of the Northern Conftable. 
Mrs. Robe ftar'd at him, and faid, 5/V, / don't 
know what you mean'^-Pi/h^ reply'd he, none of 
your Jhim^Jham^ hypocritical Looks to me, Aly 
Landlord has told Spruce and I the whole Story ; 
and fo continued he (aj^lying to Mifs Grin) you 
are fond of Love in an Arbour. Tou arejlrangely 
alter" d\ for^ Spruce yjzyj you took up with him in a 
Cellar: But, Child, you are. mijlaken in your De^ 
corumsi for, if youd entertain your Gallants a c* 
cording to their Dignity, you JhouU have took ihg 
Conjiable into the Cellar, and Spruce into the Ar^ 
hour — -for the DeviFs in*t if a Hero is not above 
aConflahle. 

He went on with this Sort of Abufe fa long, 
that Mifs Grin, in fpight of all Endeavours to 
conceal her Confufion, burft into Tears, ran out 
vOf the Room, and Mrs. Robe after her. 

L -? CHAP. 
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C HA P. xxin. 

Tamerlane plafd—but how ? ^e Chapter will 

tell if ou. 

AS I went up Stairs to my own Room to 
dr4|^^ after my Sport, I over*heard, as I 
nafsM by Mifs Whiffled Door, Mr. Spruce^ zxid 
Mifs Grimt very high Words. Spruce was ac- 
cufmg her of Ingratitude and Falfhood, faying^ 
(for he was very tragical in his Expreffions), That 
fhe had wrong'd him in the tendereft Part. Pijh^ 
faid Mifs Whiffle^ laughing, a fiddle of your tender 
Part ; why fur e the Uirl may difpofe of herfelfai 
fhe Hies 5 and^ if I was in her Place^ I fbould 
prefer a good Benefit to your tender Part, or any 
Part about you. — She faid a great many more odd 
Things, and fome feripus ones, in order to re- 
concile *emj but without EfFe6l, for Spruce fwore 
he'd never fpeak to her ^ain. I would have 
"heard more of this Difcourfe; but left one of 'em 
ibould bolt out in a Pai&on, and find me liftening, 
1 retired to my own Room, very well pleasM to 
hear of this Difference between Spruce and Grin, 
becaufe it would prevent their laying their Heads 
together about my Friend Ramble, or attempting 
anyfarther DifcovQry of Diana. 

The next Morning, at the Rehearfal of Tamer- 
lane, (which was to be play'd that Night) Mr. 
Spruce and Mifs Grin, who fo lately were fuch 
great Intimates, could now be hardly commonly 
civil to each other. 

I don't doubt but thefe diftant Looks, znA 

party whifpers, would have broke into a general 

Quarrel, had not Mr. Glitter been fo anxious 

• about 
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aibouthis Part of Bajazety itiAt he infiftcd upon 
the utmoft Regularity in the Rehearfal ; and 
indeed it had need of it, for of all the Pieces I 
cvier faw (fo near the Time of Performance) I 
never met with one fo imperfect. Not one of 
'em could repeat a (ingle Speech^ as the Author 
had wrote it, yet all feem*d pleasM with their 
Parts, and were very Confident the PTajMrfuld be 
well received by the Audience. But Pwas fure 
of the contrary, and could not help telling 'em^ 
That if we attempted to play irt that Manner, we 
/hould blow ourf elves up \ and that it would be 
better to makefome Apology, and change the 
Play, than fo grofly expofe our want of Diligence. 
This brought all the Company upon me, but ef- 
pecially Will Glitter j who roar'd out in a great 
Pai&on, Pray^ S/V, have not /, and every other 
Performer^ a Reputation to rijque as well as you, . 
Mind your own Part j and if you areperfe£ly the 
Audience wotCt blame you. For myfelfj con^ViA 
he, lamfo ready in the Bujinefs of Bajazet, that 

,\J*llbu/lle through ity I warrant you Mr Broad, 

who was to do Monefes, faid. He could not fay he 
was quite ready, but would remedv that by cutting 
out what he was not perfeft in j (o call'd Arpafia 
aiide, faying. Come let us lop our Scenes a little ; 
while JxaTla and Selima went another way to do 
the fame, 

As Mifs rn>iffle had no Part in the Play, fhe 
went with Mr. Hunter , and two other Gentlemen, 
into the Pit, to fee the Performance j and every 
Time any of the ASors hefitated, or mifs'd a 
Line, flie burft out a laughing, and fet all the 
People round her upon the fame ill-Nature; which 
fo nettled our imperfeft Performers, that they 
had much ado to conceal their Rage from the 
Audience, Mr, Broad faid. If he faw any more 
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of Mife Whiffli^ Lnpertmcnce, he would make u 
Speech to tne Publick tl»t ihould ruin her In- 
tcreft therefor ever. 

Thoi^h Mifs Whiffle was wrong in laugh- 
ing J yet, as it happen d, I don't know whether 
ihe, and her Par^, were not of Service to the 
Peiformance; which was fo very bad, that had 
not the^Miith attraftcd the whole Eyes of the 
Houfe, and engaged 'cm to follow their Example, 
I am afrdd our Heroes would have met with 
much worfe Treatment. 

The firft A£l went on with only Intervals rf 
Laughing ; but, as (bon as Bajazet appear'd, it 
was one general Roar. Nor could I help joining 
it; for, of all the Contrivances that ever the 
Wit of Man made ufe of, fure the moft unac- 
countable appear'd in his Drefs. — —He had got a 
Tallow-chandler's Frock for an Under-Dreft, 
ty'd round with a Serjeant's Safh j and, over it a 
blue Stuff Night-Gown, which was deiign'd to 
pafs for a Robe. All thefe Rags, my Friend 
Will had ornamented with white Paper, fpotted 
with Ink, in order to pafs for Ermine. This, 
with the Violence of his Aftion (which was full 
as ridiculous as his Drefs) made a Noife like a 
Kite rattling in the Wind, or a Dog running 
ajUong Shavings. 

The Mirth this ridiculous Hero rais!d, was not 
to be appeas'd 'till he left the Stage, which waa 
n6t longi for, as he was not very perfeft, he 
took the Opportunity of the Noife and jumped 
over beft part of the Scene. 

When he was gone. Silence began to take 
Place, but could not long continue ; for poor 
Monefes^ though he had cut above Half his Part, 
was not able to repeat tiie little Matter that was 
left. — This fet the Audience a hifling, which fo 
proYok!^ Arpafia (who was perfect in the whole 
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Play) that ihe could not help (hewing it waft not 
her Fault, by prompting Mr. Broad to every 
Line. This fet the Hcrp upon his Mettle, iuw 
he ftopM fhort, and told her aloud. That, he 
knew what he was about > and defir'd fhe would 
mind her own Part, and not concern herfelf with 
iiis ; and then, addreffing himfelf to ^e Au- 
dience, faid. Gentlemen J 1 amperfe£f in my Cha^ 
raSfer 5 but this Ladf harfo dijconcerted me^ hy 
prompting me^ that Ifcarce know one Line from 
another. This Speech waa foUow'd by a great 
Hifs 5 upon which Mr. Broad puU'd on Idle^ the 
Prompter and defired his Judgment, whether 
he was perfeil or not. Mr. Idle^ not being prc- 
parMfor an Anfwer, faid, very innocently, Tes^ 
iijdeedj 1 think Jo ^ unUfs in that Part you have cut 
fiut.^ — This Speech was foUow'd l^ a general 
Shout ; and, though it would be tedious to relate 
all the Particulars, yet there were notthret 
Speeches fpolce together, during the whole Play, 
but fomething happen'd) to put the Au4ience ui, 
an Uproar. 

C H A P. XXIV. 

7he parrel the Play of Tamerlape occafion^d^ 
and GrzmxmiX^s Opinion upon it. 

• • • . * 

THE Performance was no fooner ended, 
than Monefes and Arpafia went to it She 
accus'd him of Ipoiling her rart, by not being 
perfeft in his own, faying, / voinj to Heaven 1 
fjuasfo difconcertedy I was not right in oneoftbi 
Pajftons'-fo confmdy that I put my Hand into th§ 
wrong Pocket for my Handkerchief The Hero^ on 
the other Side, ur^'d, that her promj^ting, was 
the Caufe of his unperfe£befs j and thus did 
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each lay their Faults upon the other^s Behaviour. 

Though the Quarrel began with thefe two, yet 
it foon grew general; for from hence fprungan 
Argument upon Diligence, and a Difpute whe- 
ther one Aftor ought to prompt another upon the 
Stage. Grammar J who hadiatftill fomeTime, 
without any feeming Attention to their Difcoiirfe, 
at laft, laid down his Pipe^ and broke out thus: 

Zounds J tan any Man difpute abaut ibis Affair! 
when it mujj appear flatn^ to the weakejt Un^ 
ierftanding in^ the Wcrldy that when mu AHor 
prompts anotfxr before the Audience^ itis OTfiy the 
Effect of Spleen and ill-Nature ; a malicious De- 
Jign to expofe the other* $ Negligence^ and give th§ 
People an Opinion of their own Sufficiency. As who 
Jhouldfay^ ' Do you mind mjr? I am perfe^ in the 
♦ whole Play:— When ml Sofo? continued 
Crapmun:: No ; / eover^-I cover thefe Things'^ 
If a' Man maker a Slipy though it be a whole, 
P^g^i I am foon iafier htm ; / can jump ftsfqft at 

he can. Bufpray^fsid Mib fFhiffie^ dofftyon 

think it hardy Mr. Grsuxunar, that a Performer 
/fouU be cut out of^ may be, the^ffi'-'Spti^es in 
their Part, by the ttegligenee ofmkother Per/on, 
lamfure I would not bear it^ for I will bring iu 
my jokes fome how or other^r^'O dear^ Mifs^ re- 
pl/d Grammar y always cover^ cover every while 
ym livey jas you hope to be covered — — — //w/^/«4 
faid MiTs Grin^ J think Mr. Grammar is in the 
right orft : I think we ought to bide one another^ $ 
Faults.'-'- Aye ! feid Grammar ^ looking at her very 
fiedfaftly, andprayhowlonghave you been ofthatopi^ 
nionP'-'for if Ian* t nujlakeny your fiinkmg Breath 
is owing to theiwdR^rtyou make of your Friends* 
This put poor Mils in a great Fury; and wh^ 
fet all the Jfeople in a general Laugh, was, fhe 
Wpe^'d ta the whole Company, to ndtnefs how 
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felfeMr* Grammar^ s Accufation was,— -/^^» aye^ 
fays Grammar^ let *emfpeak^ for I am Jure thef 
4x11 know — thep have ml bad tf yXw^//,— — The Men 
not being aUe to anfwer for Laughing, Mrs. 
Robe broke Silence, by /ayingi Mr. Spruce^ I 
believe you are tki Principal Evidence in this Af-^ 
fair. — To which Mr, SprUce made no reply, but 
went out of the Rooms and Mifs <Srin^s 
running after him, look'd as if (he had a mind to 
prevent her Evidence leavingthe Court. — ^A.great 
deal more was faid dbout rrompting upon tha 
Stage^ but as it was much to the fame Purpofe^ I 
fliau forbear repeating it; only Imufl fay^ That 
Mr. Grammar held forth fo lon^ and his Arga« 
ments were fo dear againft this Bort of Prompt* 
ang, that at laft every one was cpnvinc'd it was a 
very impudent, indecent and lU-nattir'd Behaviour, 
and what every little Coimtry Company ihou|4 
endeavour to banifh, as much as they do at die 
more regular and good-natur'd Theatres in Lon^ 
don. 

The Play fixt on was George Barnwell \ which, 
being foon fettled, we fat down to Supper. Be* 
fore we had fupp'd, we were join'd by Mr. Con* 
ddable and the Doftor, to the great Joy of Mife 
Whiffie and Mrs. Rohe\ for, as the Benefits were 
coming on, th^ had no Time to lofe in advanc- 
ing dieir Interefl: Befides, a little Coolnefshad 
refignM between Mrs. Robe and the Conftable 
ever lince the AflFair of Mrs. Brief \ but now all 
Animofities feem'd to be reconciFd, and the whole 
Company was in good Humour. -—The Do<9:or 
and Conftable fell into private Parties with their 
two Ladies— —and the reft were very well divert- 
ed with Gr^?«mtfr's odd Sentiments, upon many 
different Subjefts 5 and, I muft needs fay, made 
us laugh heartily for two or three Hours, and 
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met with the Approbation of the whole Com- 
pany. 

We had fcarce refolvM upon another Bottle, 
before we were alarm'd with a terrible knocking 
at the Gate, and a moft dtfinal Outcry of, Mur^ 
der ! which furpriz^d us all, and we ran out ta 
know what was the Atatter. — When we came to 
the Door, we faw a Man quite nsdced, except his 
Shhrt, all over Blood, and another belabouring 
him with a^eat Stick; while -a Wcmiap, in her 
Shift, Aood fcreaming at a Difbnce. We im- 
mediately interpofed between the Combatants, 
and Mr. Conflable was as foon betwixt 'em with 
his Authority; crying out, Liooiyey Gfntlemeriy tTyt 
fee ; / charge you to lay hold of thefe Peace-Break^ 
ersj d'ye fee, and bring *em into the Houfe, that 1 
may examine Vw. Accordingly they were imme- 
diately feiz'd, and brought into the Houfe; where 
Mr. Conftable planted himfelf in the great Chair, 
and commanded Mr. Spruce to tell him hOw he 
came in that Condition. 

Mr. Spruce being tqo much out of Breath for an 
Oration, gave his Antagoniftthe Opportunity of 
telling his Story firft; v^hich he began in this 
MznneT'-j/h't pleafe] youj Alajfer ConftabUy this 
Player-man' here has us'd me very ill, for he has 
lain with my Wife behind^my Baci.—'Hold^ hold^ 
Friend, fays Mr. Conftable, interrupting him; 
what is your Name, dye fee? and let me knowy 
d^ ye fee, whether you have a Wife or no: For Gen- 
tlemen, continued he, I know fhereare a Hundred 
dirty Fellows in this Part, dye fee, that pretend 
to have the Jingle Property of a Woman, dye fee^ 
that, in Keality, belongs to Half the County. 
This occafion'd a Laugh, which fo confounded 
the poor Fellow, that he could hardly tell his own 
Name — However, at laft he made mift to inform 

us* 
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«s. That his Name was Porter^ that he was t 
Drover of Cattle, and that coming Home foonet 
than his Wife expefted, he found Mr. Spruce ia^ 

' Bed with her, upon which he had us'd him in the 
Manner we faw. Fery well^ faid Mr. Conftable^ 
and what Evidence have you of this? Evidence!^ 
faid the Man. — Jye^ faid the Officer, d*ye feei 
who faw this? — Why^ Itoldyou^ reply 'd the Maix 
I faw it myfelf\ and ifs very hard IJhould not he-* 
lievemyown Eyes.—Well^ well^fiand ajide^ d'yefee^ 
faid the Officer, and lefs hear what Mr. 
Spruce has to fay. Upon which Spruce^ now a 
little recovered, advanc'd, and told his Talc 
thus: 

This Fellow^ s Wife^ Sir, is my Wajherwoman ; 
end^ not having the Linnen at Home that I Jhall 
want To-morrow (being engaged to dine with fome 
Ladies two Miles out of Town) 1 went to her To* 
nighty in order to give her Notice to have it ready ; 
hut I had fcarce delivered my mejfage^ before this 
Man came in^ and immediately fell to abufiftg and 
heating his Wife. I own I took the WomarCs 
Part fo far^ as to prevent his doing her any con* 

Jiderable Injury,^ and trfd by Reafon to moderate 

'his Rage '^ but fo far from pacifying him^ he flew 
upon me^ andfiruck me ; Upon which IJiripp*d off" 

, my Cloathsy in order to defend myfelf {for it is 
well known I never took a Blow from any Man liv* 
ingf without returning it) but he being tooflrong 

for mCi catch* d me by the JVdiflband of my Breeches^ 
and thretv me upon the Bed. In the Fall^ the 
Buttons broke off\ and^ upon a fecond Skirmijh 
with him^ my Breeches not being fajien'd at the 
Knees Jin ce I undrefs^dfrom the Play^ fell off and 
by this means I came in the Condition you now Jee 
me. --Here the Man v/as going to anfv/er; but the 
Conftableftopt him, by faying. Hold your Tongue^ 

M FdlQVj\ 
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felhwi for lookye^ d^ye fie^ this Affair will g0 
hard with you. — Pray Mr, Spruce, go on, — 5/r, 
feid Spruce y I have nothing farther to fay ^ but that 
,4ifter Iwasdowfi he feiz'dall my LifiTuiiy among 
tvhichwere matfy Pairs of lac* d Ruffes ^ and a Tta-* 
gedy Neckcloth worth upwards of eight Guineas^ 
\^nd threw ' em into the Fire: Naw^ Sir^ I hope 
jQU will giv£ me Satis faStion for the Bruifes I have 
r4ceiv*d^ and nrnke him pay me the Value of mj 
J^innen^ 

How! hmj^sthis! faidvMr* Gonftable, ftarting 
,il|>, Affault and Robbery ! Gentlemen^ d'ye fee^ 
ibis Fellow, 9jfill be hang*d.—Dy^e fee^ Sirrahy 
yoiCll be hanged, — What ! rob a Gentleman,' and 
'^n be^thimJ—TYit Fallow amaji'd at this Lan- 
guage, was not ready with an Anfwer; hvXGram^ 
wmr got behind, him, and bid him fay, 5/>, he has 
r^bVd me of n^ Honour ; which he accordingly. 
^^^." JVhafs thati Felhw! do you pretend t9. 

Honour^ d'ye fee ?--D*yef€ey here's a rillainf . 

JVhy^^Sirrahy ifs what your Better Sy d'ye fee^ 
twenty Times toldy have n^ Pretence to^— I never 
met with fuch Impudence l^—a Fellow without a 
Shirt tJB his Back^ pretends to Honour ! — Sirrahy 
^f you fay a Word more of ity 111 fend you to J ail 
for anjulting 7m in 7ny Office^ 

Here the Do6ior, wliohadnotas yet ipoke, 
faid, loud enough to be heard, Pray^ Mr. Con- 
flpblcy don't he in a PafftoBy for Idon^t believe the 
' M^n meant any Harm.-lcan^t think he dldy re- 
piy 'd ;tbe Officer, for. I know the Man. He work'd 
fsr mefornurly\ and you knowy d'ye fee, lam apt 
to fay ^ by my. Honour , anduponuiy Honour y ?mfelf 
d'^yefecy and Ifnppofe he has- taken it from thence, 

Voaknow the little Ones willaps their Betters, 

Jiut harh e^ Dofror^ don't fay a?:y Thing in his 
^simlfpfpr %!^ ,j/i7i/i difcmra^ge fuS Notions ^ dye ^ 
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fee^i among thefe Fellows j or there would be no Dif-* 
tinSiion between them and Men of Fortune.— Hujh^ 
I pray 'y you underjiandme rf'jv^j^^.— Hethencaird 
5but, You FelloWy what Proof have you ? The 
Man reply 'd. He had no Proof, more than, in- 
lieed, he fpoke the Truth. — Othen Jiand aftdey 
feid the Officer, and let us hear what proof d'ye 
fie J Mr, Spruce can bring of the Injury done him."" 
Spruce immediately faid, Keallyy Sir, I have but 
lene Witnefs^ and that is the Man's Wife\ and I 
helieve Jhe will tell the Story jufi as I have — Call 
ifry cry'd the Conftable j bring her before me^. 
#^/^^.--The Woman being brought, Mr. Con^ 
feble bade Mr. Spruce a(k her what Qs^eftions he 
pleas'd. 

Strucey as 1 believe he knew himfelf guiltyy 
haraly knew how to begin his Interrogatories fat 
ieaft we may judge fa, by the odd Queftions he 
put to her — The firft was. Pray good Tf^omaft^- 
was I in bed with you^ when your Husband came 
into the RaomP'^-No, faid* flrey wkh- her Hand*' 
lifted up, as I am a Chrijliany you never was be-^ 
iweeh a Pair of Sheets with me in your Life. — -'- 
Jyiy cry'd the tonftable, this is Evidence—this 
makes the Thing plain j d'ye fee — Sirrah^ Ibe*- 

fin tofin'dyou out.— "-F II trounce you^ d'ye fee. — - 
?<? ofty Mr. Spruce. — Had^ /, faid Spruce^ any 
^ther Bufinefs with you y but to enquire after the Lin^ 
nen 1 fhouid want To-morrowf'-'—rJothing elfe^ 
faid (he, cuitefying, iW(?^<f, Sir\ and moreover you 
fold mcy Tdu were to dine with fo]fie Ladies of 
l^aiity TTt'YnorroWy and Jhoutd want your beji 
Sf>irt. This Piece of Evidence fet all thb Table 
to a Rbar; for, as Spruce had always either a 
Lord or a L^dy in his Mouth, this Particular 
feem*d to confirm all the Woman had, or could 
hjy in his Favour, 
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Spruce then proceeded to a(k her, Whethtt* 
her Hufband, without any provocation, did 
not fall upon him, and ufe him in the Manner 
he faid ; all which, with great Hypocrify, (he 
confirm'd. At length the Officer entirely ac- 
quitted the Hero, and difmifs'd the poor Man 
with great Threatenings, if he did not make, 
Mr. Struct Satisfaftion for the Violence he had 
oflFer'dhim. 

This Affair was no fooner ended, than the 
Doftor who had no great liking to our Hero, 
told the Conftable, He thought he had been very 
favourable to Mr. Spruce 'y had made a new Sort 
of Evidence for him, and permitted him to make 
the beft Ufe he could of it. / carCt help it, re- 
ply'd the Officer ; Gentlemen carCt help being a ItU 

tie partial ta thofe of their own Breeding. Aye^ 

faid t'other ) hut db you conftder the Injury ofde" 
bauching a Man^s Wife. — PJha! PJha! lookye^ 
Mr. Dollar ; we mujl^ d^ye fee^ difcountenancs 
thefe Sort of Profecutions ; for^ if we didnot, the 
heji Gentleman in the County^ d*ye fee^ would daily 

be brought into Trouble by ^em the old Trade of 

Bajket-makingwill go on — a Man^s a Man a 

pretty Woman is a pretty Woman, d^e fee — we 

love it ^ourfelves ^^Hujh, hujhy d^ye fee ; 

dor^t let us expofe ourfelves — -yoM under/land me^ 
d'yefee, — 

This Converfation would have gone farther, 
had not Spruce interrupted it, by returning his 
Thanks to the Conftable; which he had fcarce 
finifti'd, before Grammar broke in, by alking 
Sprucey Whether my Lord was with him, when 
this Accident happen'd. This made the People 
laugh, and they were willing enough to hear 

a little 
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i Ktde of Grammar* s Scurrility j but podi: Spruce 
was in fuch a dejefted Condition, that^ with 
much ado, 1 prevail'd with him to hold liis 
Tongue; and, left he fliould not kee(> the Truce, 
perfwaded our conqiier'd Hero to go to Bed^ and 
hedl hb Bruifes* 

Though It Mn$ now One o^lock In the Mom* 
ingy Mr. Hunter joined our Company, and infift- 
cd upofa calling for another Botide^ which kmn 
introduc'd more of its Fellows, fo that it was 
Five o*GIotk before we parted. Some went to 
bed J but Mn Hunter infifted. That Ramble and 
I Ihould go with him, and onte more try our 
Fortune a Shooting, We Woidd gladly have 
declined thfe Invitation ; but, he was fo impor- 
tunate, that wc were forced to cofrnply with his 
Humour. 
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Our going a Shootings and the lucky Accident that 

lefsl u^ 



BEFORE we fet out, we had a long Diipute 
where we fliould go, Mr. Hunter was 
ftrongly for the old Place, but my Friend and I 
were as violent againft it, having met with two or 
three Difappointments before ; but as we were 
drovdy, and not very eager upon the Sport, Mr, 
Hunter prevail'd, and we foUow'd him towards 
the old furly Farmer's. 

As we drew near, I began to repent my com* 
ing; for as it Was very early, and no Body near 
us, I did not know but the Farmer might fet hit 
D jgstrt us, or do us fome other Mifchief, for we 

M 3 aU 
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all knew he had no great liking to our Com« 
pany. 

After walking round the Houfe, at a litdc 
Diftance, without feeing any Thing human, or 
meeting with any Sport, we retir'd into a little 
Thicket, joining to the Back of an old Barn that 
flood in the Farmer's Yard, and fat down to reft ; 
where Mr. Ramble and I, quite overcome with 
the Liquor we had dranjc over Night, foon fell 
afleep, withoutany regard to our Friend, or the 
Sport he had fo confidently afTur'd us we (hould 
meet with. 

We had not enjoy'd our Nap long, before we 
were wak'd by the moft terrible Out-cry of 
.Thieves/ Murder! attended with the bittereft 
Screanis from a Woman, as they feem'd, that 
ever I heard. I was alarm'd immediately, but it 
wa^ not without Difficulty that I wak'd my 
Friend Ramble. We prefently mifs'd Mr. Hun- 
ter ; and ran, as faft as our Feet could carry us, 
towards the Place from whence the Noife came -, 
•for we made no doubt but it was fome Acci- 
dent had happen'd to him, that occafion'd this 
Outcry. 

Without farther Confideration we leap'd the 
Pales into the Farmer's' Yard, from whence we 
could very plainly hear the Noife was in the 
Houfe. We thunder'd at the Doorj but no 
Anfwer being made, and the , S.creams ftill con- 
tinuing, we made bold with a little Window that 
"was not barr'd,- and went in; befides, as we 
could diftinguifh Mr, Hunter^s Voice, we ima- 
gin'd the Farmer, or fome of his Family, had 
dragg'd him in, with defign to do him fome 
Mifchief. 

The firft ObjeS we faw, was a Woman ftrug-^ 
gling upon the Ground, v/ith her Cloaths almoft 

torn 
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torn ofF, her Hair in great Diforder about her 
Head, and fcreaming out for Help ; but that in 
fo fiunt a Tone, as feem'd to fpeaJc her almoft 
fpent. Mr. Hunter all this Time had her by the 
Hand ; and, upon our Entrance, feem'd to footh 
her faying, My^ Dear^ who hurts yau ? — Pray 
get off the Ground^ and the like. But however 
foft he might now appear in his_ Expreflions, it 
was pUin, from the foregoing Noife, and the Fi- 
gure the Woman made, he had treated her in 
another Manner before we came in. 

Without enquiring into Particulars, we began 
to affift the Woman; but, in fpite of our En- 
deavours to raife her, (he funk into a deep 
Trance. While fhe was in this melancholy 
Condition, we aflc'd Mr. Hunter what had 
occafion'd this Confufion, and how he came 

into the Houfe. Pijh^ pijh^ cry^d he, only a 

little Love- Affairs and the foclijh Girl is fo ig- 
norant ^ as not to know whafsfor her good. This 
light Anfwer immediately convinced me of his 
Guilt, and what he had been endeavouring to 
do. 

In about Half an Hour the Girl began to rcco*- 
ver, which Time was very tedious to Mr. Rant* 
hie and I, for we could not be without Fears that 
the Farmer might cotne Home, and find us in his 
Houfe; and, as we had not any Body in that 
Part of the Country that knew more of us than 
that we were Players, we might have been fent to 
Jail as Thieves, and the Confequence prov'd fa- 
tal ; therefore aS foon as the Girl could move, we 
led her out of the Houfe into the Thicket we 
lately flept in, where we might hear more of 
this Story, without Danger of the Farmer's catch^ 
ing us. ■ 

A$ 
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f Ai We led her alohg, I obferv'd Mn RdmhU 
irerjr curious in looking in her Face; Which was^ 
Wk eafy to fee, her Hair and feme Blood, which. 
fee h^d drew in ftruggling^ covering it almoft 
^uite over. By that Time we reach'd, the 
Thicket (he was a little r^covfer'd, and with her 
Hands ftroak'd back her Hair^ and htpii to wipe 
her Face^ at which Mr. Ramble ftood amaz'd. 
He gaz'd, with his Eyes fixt like ohte diftraSed; 
jttid^ though we many Tinies afk'd him the 
Caufe of his Difordef , could no^ get onfe Word 
ffom him. Atlafthe ftarted; and Catching up 
his Fotvling-Piece, leveM'd it that Moment St 
Mr. Hunter's Head, fo that had we hot thiit 
Inftant feis&'d it, he had ihpt him dead upon the 

Sp6t. 

We had fcarce wrefted tfic Piece from him^ 
fciit he flew at Mr. Hunter with fuch Rage, as 
though he would tear him to Pieces. Here I was 
feangely puzzled j for, as Mr. Ramble was a 
ftrong Manj I had nnich ado to prevent his doing 
the Mifehief h^ feem'd to threaten ; nor do i diink 
fhould have been able to flop him, had not his 
Fo6t flipt, and brou^ him to the Grotmd* 
When he was there, he began to call out, O joU 
Villain! will you wrong me fo much, as not to let 
me revenge my dear Diana. 

The ftrange unaccountable Fury Mr. Rambh 
was in, had akeady ftruck Mr, Hunter into 
Amazement^ nor was I much behind him in 
Wonder, when I heard him mention Diana. — • 
As foon as I Could recover my Speech, I faid^ 
Pray^ Sir^ compofe yourfelfi what do you mean? 
Here, is no Diana.— yes^ cry* A Yity ftartine from 
the Ground, that is Diana/ That isjhey I have fo 
long fought in vain! He then ran and enlbrac'd 
b^ with^ the greateft Tranfport; Nor was the 

Ladv, 
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Lady, though (he was filent, behind him in Rap- 
ture 5 for ihe threw her Arms about his Neck, 
and held him fo long, that I thought they would 
both expired in the Embrace. 

Without afldng any farther Queftions, I wak'd 
'em from this Dream of Pleafure, and defir'd they 
would think of fome Means of getting from that 
Place, left the Family fliould return j and, mif- 
fing Diana, purfue and part *cm for ever. The 
Thought of being feparated, immediately brought 
'em to their Senfes, and they foUow'd me down a 
Bye-Path, while Mr. Hunter came after at fome 
Diftance. 

When we had got about two Miles, to an ob- 
fcure Village, where we thought ourfelves fafe 
from the Farmer, we ventured into a little Ale- 
houfe, to enquire farther into thefe extraordinary^ 
Events. Mr. Hunter, as we tum'd into the 
Houfe, I perceiv'd, was for going back; but I 
went after him^ and infifted upon his not leaving 
us, 'till I had reconcil'd him and Mr. Ramble : 
Befides, I did not care he ihould leave us, left he 
fliould go into the Town, blaze the Story, and 
occafion fomething fatal to the Lovers. 

We were fcarce fat down before Mr. Rambli 

began to afk Diana a Thoufand Queftions as 

how lopg ihe had been in that obfcure Placed 
how her Father had treated her, and many other 
.Things; to which, I believe, he did not expe<S 
an Anfwer, for between every Queftion he was 
fure to prevent her replying, by flopping her 
Mouth with a Kifs. — At length the Lady began 
thus: 



CHAP. 
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DianaV St^. 

* OOON as your Father and you had left our 
f ]^ Houie, my Father came into my Chamber^ 
^ and Cold me he had good Reafon to think I had 

* entertain^ Thoughts of being marry'd to Mr. 
*• VaUntim. I reply'd (with a CosS^n too 

* visible in my Face) ^ he was the Gcntt^i^an he 

* had deiigp^'d for my Husband, limagin'd hr 

* could not be angry, as I Uad hitherto .been al.*- 
^ ways obedient to his WiU^ that I had now re- 

* concil'd my Inclinations to his Chckct^-'^Afy 

* Choict! reply'd h/e, wAtf tald you he was mj 

* Choice? But if he wasy I have n(nv altered my 

* Mindy and amdetermrtd you JhaH never bc^/w 

* him. — 5/r, faid I, you- cannot blame mty for 

* fiewing a Regard for one you once feenid to. vap 
bit & much;. 

^ too^ey Diana> faid he, a litde hafUly, ivhat-- 

* ever your yudgnunt might be cf my Behaviour ^ I 

* now tellyouy that I never thought df Valentini^ 

* as one^ proper for your Hufiand'i bat on the con* 
«. traryy vrouldfooner give your Hand to the meah^ 
^ eji of myGroomSj than to thatUpJlart. This^. 

* f coitfefs, rouz*d my Referitment, jUkI I faicL 

* many Thiiigs in your Commendation, and too 

* frankly confefs*d my ownlnclinationsj but all in 

* vain, fbr I could not ev«n bring hteitoan-Ar^ 

* gumeht, or provoke him to give any Rfeifoh for 

* proceeding fo far in the Affair, as he didi, and 

* then declaring he never had any Intent to have 

* it pcrfefted; tut with a furly, refolute Coun- 

* tehance Jie left the Room, faying. Remember^ 

* / command you never to think of him again. 

* Iwa& 
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* I was almoft diflara<fted at the Difappoint- 

* ment, but refolv'd to put on aii afFe6led Gaiety, 

* and not pro^roke my Father to Cruelty, by re- 

* pining at his Commands. This Hypocrify had 
^ the defir'dEffeft; for as I took care not to fliew 

* any Concern, my Father never troubled me 

* with any fartiier Leftures upon" the Subjcft., 

* My Behaviour made him believe I had given 

* over all Thoughts of my Love* He wz% 

* mightily plcas'd with my Gaiety, and did all 
^^ in his rower to encourage it. — By this means^ 
^ I gam'd' the melancholy Comfort of fighing tn» 

* private, and praying for the bl^ft Minute whea 
^ I ffaould fee you again. 

* My Father being for many months deceived 

* in this manner, all Things concerning youri 
^ Love, or my Marriage, fcem'd quite forgpt,» 

* 'till an Accident happened that reviv'd the Af-, 

* fair, and fet the whole Family in a Flame. 

* A Gentleman in the Neighbourhood havings 
^' a Son lately come from the Univerfity, wass 

* very proud of the Youth, and fond of fhew-., 
^ ing him to all his Acquaintance. To this End, 
*; he made a great Entertainment; where, among, 
'* others of his Friends, my Father and myfeif , 
* ' were Gue/ls, ^ As my Father and this Gentle- 
*- man- were Intimates, he return'c^the Compli-^ 
** ment, .and gave 'em an Invitation, in his Turn,. 

* to our Houfe. How fatal has that Compliment 
-* prov'd to rne ! 

' The Company were numerous and agree- 

•^ a^e^ and, though my Heart was iill'd with 

* Sorrow, I fowell dllguis'd my AfHicSion, that 

* my Mirth and good Humour was not exceeded ' 

* by the moil: happy Individual in thz Company. 
-* After Dinner many Stories were- told, fome 
■* merry, and feme fcriou3,and moving j amon^ 
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the latter Kind, our young Scholar too gave ui 
an Account of a young Lady at Oxfordy who^ 
had lately lain violent Hands upon herfelf, be- 
ing driven to this defperate Refolution by a 
Difappointment in her Love. The Company, 
cfpecially myfelf, were very curious to know 
the Particulars, which the young Gentleman 
gave us thus , 

' Mifi Nancy was courted by a young CollegiaUy 
who was Heir to a conftderahle Fortune^ equal 
tOy if not exceeding^ her own. Where they came 
firji acquainted^ I can^t tell\ but y it is certain^ 
they had carrfd on a Correfpondence for upward 
of a Year^ and had mutually promised to confirm 
their Love by Marriage, The Collegiate would 
have fecur d his Happinefsyby entring into that 
holy StatCj without confulting either Relations or 
Friends', declaring, his Fortune was independent 
and he was refoh/d to purfue his Inclinations 
without going through the Fatigue of obtaining his 
Father* s confent, whom he was pretty confident 
would ^ raifefome Difficulty or other to delay his 
Happinefs, 

* I had been very attentive to this Account, 
and could not help fighin^ when he talk'd of 
Parents deftroying their Childrens happinefs. 
Whether my Father obferv'd me or not, I can't 
tell, but heferoke out faying. Had. I a Son that 
dar'd to marry without my Knowledge^ 1 would 
not leave him a Penny \ nor ever fee, or forgive 
him. 

* YeSy Sir, faid the Youth modeftly, many Pa- 
rents are of that Way of Thinkings and many 
young Lovers thwarted in their Inclinationsy and 
ruined in their Fortunes, through their unfor- 
giving Natures — And you very rarely find a 
Parenfs Choice agrees with the Defires ofthe^ 

Child 
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Child, Nor is it to be wondered aty for one 
generally is fixt by Interejiy and the other bjf 
Lovi. 

* He was going on with his Reflections, when 
his Father prevented him, by faying, Come^ 
€omey SoTtj go on with your Story j the Ladies are 
impatient. 

* You will eJfily believe this Difcourfe rivet-* 
ted my Attention, and fixt my Eyes with Ad- 
miration on the Speaker. The young Scholar 

went on thus : 

* Notwithjianding the Boldnefs of her Love'r^ 
whamjhe was pajponately fond of and the Argu^ - 
ments he us^d to bring her to his Way of thinkings 
Mifs Nancy had too much Duty and AjfeStion 
for her Father to follow his Example. She in-' 
ftjledupon ajking her Father^ s Confent; adding^ 

That it Jhould not be her own Choice^ but his 
Fault J if ever jhe was difobedient ; a£uring her 
Lover J at the fame Time^ that no Force Jhould 
make heY alter bet AffeSlion. 

* Seeing Jhe was refolv^dj her Lover made n$ 

farther Attempts to alter her Refolution^ but 

waited with Impatience for the Event j urging 

her fir ait way to follicite her Father y that he 

might thefooner be eas^dofhis Doubts. 

' She took the Jirjt Opportunity of difclojing her 
Engagement to her Father ^ whoy fo far from 
confentingy that he fell into a violent Rage 'y andy 
deaf to the repeated tender Remonjirances of his 
Childy abfolutely forbid her holding any farther 
Correfpondence with her Lover. Mifs Nancy, 
warmed with the Cruelty of this Commandy dropt, 
fomething hajlilyy That as Jhe had dif charged ner 
Duty y Jhe would henceforth lijien to no other Mo^ 
nitor than her Heart i that Jhe had fixt her 
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* IncItnatUnsy and m JeVirity fiould 'changi 

« Tranfportei almoft to Madnefs with this Dt* 
*.darAtifiii^ hejeivid herhy the 4rm^ dragged her 
^Jp hsr Chamber^ hck*dher up^ and vow^d be 
^ ^wouldmverfet her ^at LU^rtyj *tiil he had fien ' 
^ her married to one of his own chufmg^ 
'^ Poor Nancy, cdntmuM he^ had now n$ 

* 'Hopes of Comfort '^ for though her Father wfited 

* her e^xery Dayy whenjhe never faiVd to folliciti 

* his Forgivenefs^ he JiiU feenia refohfd to keep 

* her in cla/e Confinement *ttU he could difpofe of her 

* in Marriage, 

> Her Rytraint^andthe fevere Refiedtions up* 
^ on her ofum Condu^ in not' complying with her 

* Lover* s Reque/i^ at length threw her into a 

* Fren^'y and on tie tenth Day of her Imprifon-- 

* mentj her Maid b^ing abfenty jhe fafiefCd her 

* Garter t to the Bed^ and put an. End tfi dU her 

* Miferiesatonce, 

^ This defperate j/£Non was immediately Hois*d 

* all over the Xtwn^ 4mdfoon r^acVd the imhap- 

* py hover* s Ears\ whofe OiJlraStion gotfo much 

* the better of his Reafon^ that without once r#- ' 
^ jieSting or confuUingany Friend^ he ran io his 

* Bureau^ took out a Fiji ol^ and that Infiant dif- 

* chared it through his Head* 

* TWs Story, bearing from the Beginning fo 

* near a Similitude to my own Fortune, fo riiret- 

* ted my Attention, that when it came to this 
^doleful Cataftrophe, my Heart being foU ^ 
^ ^Sorrow, without remembering where and widi 
*. whom I was,I burft into Tears, and cry 'd out 

* This will one Day be the Fate of Valentine and 
> me! 

* This Expref&on, and the paffionat^ manner 
^ i ^ke it in^ alai'm'4 the Company^ and thev 
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* all came round me^ as the]^ would to afSft one 

* in a Delirium : Butmy Father, who immediat©- 
« ly guefe'd the Caufe of my Behaviour, dcfir'd 

* thqr would j(pare their . Trouble, that he bcfl: 
*■ knew my Diforder,^ and W9uld findan infeUib)r 

* Cure for it. 

* He took m^ down Stairs, ibrc'd me ix^ hir 

* Coacht and order'd. the Coac^hi^a to drive 

* Home. On the Way I attempted to malor 

* many Apologies fot my Bdwivfour, but couMe 
5 not obtain any Anfwlrer fropi him. When we 
*- arriy'd, be led me to my Chamber, call'd up a^ 

* Maid who had liv'd in the Family (otms Years^ 

* and order'd her to lock me up, and not fuffer 
5 any other Perfofi to come near me» or luffec 

* me upoa any Account to go ovt of tht 
'*^ RoqbT 

', ^ This Gkl, though in all other Relfie£b ft 

* very civij Creature, feem'd to undertake this 
^ O&CQ with Pieafure,, andwa« Very putifkual* ift^ 

* the Execution of it : For I am lure, for up- 
< wards x>f aMonth flieiievec letmefeta Foot 
^ out o£ the Chaoskbec Door; naf<^. woidd ndt 
^ evea iodulgp me with ai Pen aodi Jink,, or Book,, 
f toeptjertai^myev 

* As fhe was my only CoBftpanioir, and^moft 
*" eitemsdy wiA ' me, notwithftancKng my me- 
^ li^eholy aiid hei Tyraiu^r we fomettmsa feH 
*- inl2> IDiicoucfe,. iuid fsonftthefur&b^gantx) ^W 
^ a< Uttk ii9|jimate« I fo ftr witou^tupon hei*i 
^ thai^ file eonfefi^'d^. She thought my Fathor^ 

* Treatment cruel and unoatural, and would ht 
^ glad tp aifift me in any Thing -riiat would not 

* miK heu^fetf J, bu^ as flw oWferv'd, hec chief 
^' Ipep^odao^^e-^ asweU as liiaet of her Family'^^ 
« was upon 'my F>ither> ibe was obHg'd impJi* 
♦* cit<3y>to obey his Commands. 
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' * This Acknowledgment made me more fe-, 

• miliar with her, and I afk'd her if my Fathcr^ 
« had order'd Ifhould not have theUleof Pen 

• and Ink. Se told me no ; only had faid, in 
^ general Terms, to take care ihe did not hold 

* any Correfpondence with any Body. I then 
^ begg'd fhe would fumifh me with thofe Imple- 

• ments, and I would write to my Father, and 

♦ endeavour to move him with a Reprefentation 
•of my Situation; and if poffible, obtain my 

• Liberty,- — She approVd my Scheme, and pro* 

* mis'd to deliver the Letter to my Father, 

* I wrote an Epiftle, full of Acknowledgments 

* of my own Errors, and his Juftice; and begg'd 

• in the moft pathetic Terms, for the Remiffion 
P of my Puniftunent : In fhort, faid every Thing 

• that I thought would touch his Heart, ana 

* reftore me to his Favour. " But how was I de* 

♦ ceiv'd! for, fo ferfrom liftening to my Peti- 

* tion, he 'flew into a Rage, and threatened to 

* allow me nothing but Bread and Water (for 

• now he permitted me to have any Provifiona 
:• I likM) if eyer I attempted to fend Letter or 

* Meflage to him again } adding He beft knew 

* the Nature of my Crime, and would be ^o 
^ Judge of my Puniihment. 

* The Maid, thinking his Behaviotir cruel and 

* unnatural, took upon her to reafon with him^ 

* and fey fomething in my Behalf; which fo en- 

* fiam'd him, that he order'd her that moment 

• to pack up her Things, and leave the Houfe in 
^ ten Minutes, The poor Creature, frightened 
^ at this Command, fell upon her Knees, and 

• implor'd his Pardon; but all in vain, hefwore 
f flie fhould not ftay a Second longer in his Fa- 
f mily than he had limited* 
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• Seeing him inexon^ble^ flieran uprtpme, 
^ and had Juft Time to tpU me what had haprs 
/ ]fm*ds^ adding^. That ih^ fhouM go Home to. 

* her Fadier'^ j ^nd, if I could make my Efcapet- 

* £bQ ^ould take Care to conQeaJ rne,. ohp 

^ had.rcarce faid tjiis before my Fsjthw came upb 

* took her by tb^ Arjai^ IpckM me^ in> and turn'4 
"9 her out of Doprs. 

'I bad. hardly Time to refleft on my CondV 

* fioh, before an old, udy, ill-looking Cre^tur^; 

* ^ppar'4 i rio jpfiafcvlyie a;>4 robulr, th^^t I 
^ fc'oijd hardly have jwJg'd hj?r of the Fecr^l^ 

* Se;!C but by her Habit. . My Father intrpduc'd 
*^ herj and gave her in my bearing, ,the ftri^ftcfi; 

* Chaigc to keep mte {iaft lock'd in my Chamber; 

* apd in' alower Voice I Jtveard him add. If you ^ 

* fiiid fhe is particMlarJy fond of an^ Di{b> Work^- 

* oj: Empjoymen;:^ I charge youhmder herfronai;' 

* it', for ^ ibe Ifias crofs'd my Inclinations, I wijl 

* debar her from every Thing that can give hejr 

* Pleafure. 

* For the jfirft Month this Wretch, was moll- 
•cruelly pui;ii9:ual to her Orders; and, by her/ 
^continual iU Nature, made my Confinement » 

* more miferable than ever it had been before. - 

* Vexation and want of Air, . threw me into a 

* Difowler which I thought would foon fet me 

* free. It was. a moft violent Cholick; and, 

* though I lay whole Days and Nights in Agony, 

* this inhuman Wretch would neither apply t^o . 
^ my Father for a Phyiician,nor afk any Aclvice 

* for me herfelf j telling me when I begg'd for 

* Help, That as my Father had forbid her ever 

* mentioning my Name to him, fhe would not run 

* the Hazard of her Place, by any Application to 

* him. All the Relief fhe would adminifter to. 

* me, ^ was ilrong Waters j faying, every Time 

N 3 ' VxQ^-^C^' 
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* roarM out in Agony, Ccmef drink a Dranty mn^ 

* the Pain will be over* 

* I fooH found, by her continual ^ecommea- 
^ dations of this Cordial, that Ihe did not only 

* look upon it as good for my Cholick, but ^ a 

* pleafant Liquor for her own Recreation ; which 
!» I fo in Aty d her in , that by Three o'Cloclt ia 

* in the Afternoon ihe would have fwallow'd a. 
^ Quart, and fa fi^ feft afleep^ for four or five 

* Hours. 

* She had foltow'd this Cuftbm for feveral 

* Weeks, before I thou^t of making any Ai- 

* vantage of it; but one Evening, while Ihc lay 
' in her ufual Condition, looking through the 

* Window that, fronts die Back-gate, I (aw my 

* Father, and three more Gfentlemen, takp 

* Horfe and ridie away. It then ftruck iai my 

* Head I might, withi Eafe make my Eicape | 
^ and to encourage my 0efign, I look'd into my 

* Drawers, and found my Fadier had not remov- 
•^ ed my Jewels,, nor fome Broad Pieces of Gold: 

* which, he had given me at dilFerent Times, 

* when I pleias'd him; laying, TJ^r/,, Diana, laf 

* that by towards buying you a JVedding^Suit. I 

* believe, in Gt)ld> I had to the Amount of 

* Thirty Pounds; and, in Diamonds, though 

* I never enquired their Value, for I have 'enji 
'* ftill, upwards of a Hundred. I put. 'em all into 

* my Pocfaet, then flipt on an old Gown, Hat 

* and Cloak, of my Guardian's, that hung in the 

* Room, took the Key from her as flie lay afleep, 

* went down Stairs, and got out of the Houfe 
*- without any Mbleftation. I had no Friend to 

* receive me, unlefs my old Maid would keep 

* thePromife that ihe m^de me when my Father 

* turn'd her away. As I could not fpapeTime 
^ for Thinking,. I refolv'd. to. jaaake the bcft of 

^ my 
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"* my Way to her Father's Houfe,- and truft my 
^ Fate upon her Fidelity. 

' She received me with the greateft Tenderncfs^ 
^ and fecreted me in her own Roonr, 'tiUfhe 
^ could get an Opportunity of breaking theBu^ 

* fmefs to her Fariiert wnich in three or four 

* Da3rs (he did, and the old M^, though it 

* might have ruin'd him bad it bten known^ 

* touched with my Story^ promis'dme hisPro- 

* teftion, provided I would continue with him^ 

* and never ftir from his Cottage^ without his 
^ Knowledge and Cohfentt I faithfully promis'4 

* him ; and* the better to convince him of my 

* Sincerity, I put by Jewek into his Hands ; tel- 

* ling him 1 would, when I was inelih'd to move^ 

* a(k him for thofe- valuable Things'again, which 
^ I would not have him return- me, unlcfe heap- 

* prov'd of my Defigm 

'I have liv'd there now upwards of two 

* Months, and have often ftood and heard the- 

* Farmer^s Men talk of my Efcape, and what » 

* Rage niy Father was in upon the Occafionj 

* but no oufpicion was ever raised of my being 

* thercj nor any Search made after me in this 
^ Part: Though latdy I had fbme Reafon to 
^ think I- was difcover'd, which was owing {con*- 
^ tinu^djhe) to that Gendeman's frequenting the 

* Farm fo much {pointing to Hunter)— I thought 

* he was employed by my Father, upon fom« 

* Intelligence that haa been given j but never once 
' fufpefled his realDefien; which I fredy forgive 

* and muftinfift, Mr. /^&«//«^,. you do the fame^ 
^ fmce it has been the^^^^^ans of making^ us both 

* happy.' 

Mn Hunter interrupted her, faying^ Zounds^, 
Madam^ my Deftgn was no worfethan what is. 
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fpa&li^i every D^* lUve a tnttv Girly pftat ^ 
jouy being fuch^ Jiruck mj Fancy , andthen^ lus^d 
my^iefi ^nd^av$urs Ugei Peffij^an ef ycu^ My 
Schemes have fiftTd.^^'-'TFell^ J an*t im firjf yAH^ig 
JPeUopi that has been difappointed.r'''^4K t$y(mr M^^ * 
gagemMntsta Mt. Valenti|ie> a$ itfeems his N4me 
ts, howjhouli I know it, any more than I did his 
Name was any other than Ramble? But^ ifh^kad 
Jet me inte the Secret^ he> weuldbavefi$mdtW fuU: 
at wiUtng te4^^ his Love^ ^s purfue^mx^^^* 

Here Diana aod myfelf $ook Mn Ked^f^tift^hf 
^Ha^ aiid inilfte4 upon a thoiXH^li l^^g^S^n^ 

cilemeiH, whkJi wa&ixnmediatdyqonteQt^fitalqr 
all Parties* We had fbarce fiai&'d thi» Am-r 
nefty, before we faw two Menxide very hard bf; 
thfi Window^ whidi imjoiediately ftruucK , its witk . 
Apprehenfio^ that tbey might be ia Purfiiit of 
Diana^ and that it was dangefou^ for U4 to ftay 
^^^ any longer. Sut what was to be done ?-*- 
JIo Carriage to be had — Veiy Kttle Money about 
V3k — Diana*s Jewds might bavebe^ of ufe, but 
thiey were le&; behind at the Farmer's, and it was 
unpQflible to return jEpr '^m-p-For had &e gone 
b^i^ to den««nd/em (bc^des the Haa^ard crf'lmng 
taken by odiei? Spies) the Farmejr, douWcft, 
wc^dd haHe infifted i^n knowing her Scheme, . 
according ix> ^ Conditions fhe had agreed to 
when he promis'd to protect her, W^ therefore 

!avc over all Thoughts of recovering any Thing 
rom thence, or even keeping her Contrail with 
her honeft Guardian. While we were in this 
Pilemma, Mr. Hunter (sid^. Come ifym can walk 
^!tfer the Fields, about tms Miks^ ^ have a Friend 
efwhom I can borrow a Chaife and Pair^ which- 
wili carry you to fome fafe Place^ where you may 
Jlay ^ till you can prpcnre a farther Conveniency t^ , 
X^don, — As for Mon&yy 1 have Twenty Gui- 

neat 
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neasin my Pocket '^ and as far as that will ajjijt 
you J you may command it. 

Upon this friendly Offer we fet out, earneftly 
wifihing no Accident might difappoint us of our 
Carriage.-rWhen we came near Ae Houfe, Mr. 
Hunter defu-'d we would walk down by the Hedge, 
axid wait at the firft Lane, 'till he appear'dwith 
the Ghaife. 

He was gone full Half an Hour; and, I be- 
lieve, never did Time pafs away fo tedioufly. A* 
thoufand Fears were ftarted ; fometimcs we ap- 
prehended Mr. Hunter had left us j fometimcs vrc 
were afraid he would betray, and have Diana fe- 
cur*d— At length he appeared, and ended all our 
Doubts at once. 

He immediately got out of the Chaife, and put 
Valentine and Diana into it : After which he gave 
him Eighteen Guineas^ and deiii^d him to take 
the Carriage as far as he pleased, only to fee it 
returned ia two Days, for diat was die Time he 
had borrowed it for j riien wifh'd him Succefs and 
Happinefs, and beg^d, if he efteem'd him as a 
Friend, that he would let him hear from him the 
firft Opportunity 5 which Mr. Valentine faithfully 

I>romis'd, with a Return of the Money he hsKt 
ent him. I took my Leave in the moft tender 
Manner, which my Friend feem'd to receive with 
the greateft Sincerity and Gratitude. At Partings 
he (kfir'd I would take Care of his Cloaths, and 
he would 1^ me know in a few Days how I 
ihould difpofe of *cm. 

Mr. Hunter and I then walk'd Homewards, and 
I was better pleas'd with his Converfation now 
than ever I had been before, for he feem'd to 
exprefs the greateft Regard for Mr. Valentine ^ and 
was pleas'd that he had beea the Inftrument of 
^their Happinefs,. . . 
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Aal drc^y near tbe Tovnv I began' to t&ink • 
little of our theatrical Affairs; fer Mr./^iaH 
fine\ Abieoce, woidd very much hurt our Per- 
Jbrmances. He was in every Play ; and fo weH 
.efteeni'd by the Peopkj both -for bis private and 
publick Charafler, that I wasfen/ibleas (bon a9> 
it was known he was gone^ our Audiences would 
leflen : Befides I did 'not know what Sort of Ex^ 
ctife to make Tor his abrupt Departure^ for I de-* 
ternun'd never, to tell the real Caufe- 

Witii thefe Refleitions I came into Town. I 
Went direSly to our Inn, and fcnt for the Com- 
pany (who were afJembled at l^e Theatre, m 
order to rehearfe) to ac(|uatnt them with* ouxr 
Lofs and confult Meafuxes to repair iu 
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jyk meit with a new ASf9r\. 

S: O ON as the Parties were met, I told *em what 
\ had happenM ^ tiiat Mr. Rambk\ Fathep». 
-faaving heard of his Son's being engag'd witii the 
Aiftors, had fent fome Friends down, who forc'^tf 
him immediately into a Chailb, and drove awajr 
for London\. Each Perfon being ienfibb of owr/ 
Lofe, fhey all ftood iilent for fome Minutes ; at 
laft Mifs Gr'm began, by faying,/ thought what 
Jrf mould cpme tiOy fw I always took him for. « (him^ 
fiiam Sort of a. Gentleman, -^^So did I toPf re()ty\J« 
Mr, Bpoady nor have Id better Ofini^n ofhi& Fa^ 
J5&i?r, for obliging his Son to quit a* Bufinefsy thai,. 
Fli anfwer for^ is mor-e reputahU than any h^lt 
mtgagehim /».--.— iijwfl]j> fays- Mife Whiffle^ I al^ 
ways look upon GentUmen^ as dangerous AnimaU: 
iuQur Society, for they have genef^Uy mare Pi'ide 

tham 
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^utn Aderit.'^'-'Js for this young Fellow^ I ham 
mthing particular to fay againft him ; only I think^ 
ifh£ had kept his Engagements with uSj it would 
not have injured his Gentility in theleeift^ though 
he were going to he noised to the Dignity of an At^ 
4ernefsClerh In fhort, iveiy one had fome- 
tbmgto (ay of him, all to the fame Purpofe, that 
Aey never had any great Opinion of him j only 
Grammar^ in the Midft of their Exclamations^ 
iilarted up. Zounds what are you all about / Why 
you were very fond of this Toothy when he was with 

you I emd now you are tearing him to Pieces 

j/nd why ? Becauje he happens to have wifer 
-and better Friends than you oave. I think the old 
Gentleman is right in taking his Son from thw^ 
Btage J for^ ihave fo gotdan Opinion of him^ that 
I think he may one bay B E one of thofe great Cha^^ 
ra^ere in Life^ that be hoe here reprefented in 
JRags; andj if fame of you could perfwade fome well^ 
difpcfd Chrijiian to do the fanu Office by you^ it 
might he of general life ; for there are among you 
{J name no Names) fuchjlupid Dogs^ that if you 
cmtinuekng'Upon the Stagey the People wil/jpeuo 

-at Poetry^ snd fieep at Humour Te Coffins of 

the AAUis. Nay^ of this I am certain^ you tmk 

foch Ninfenfej and make fucb Figures^ that if you 
atCt hanged J the jftahors will be burnt. 

Grammars fevere Remark upon the Company^ 
vould, in all Probability, have produe'd many 
Difputes about my Friend; but as I was willing 
to have him fergot as foon as poffible, I in* 
tierrupted 'em, by faying. Prithee^ don't let us 
wajie the Time in Jvranglingy but think of our 
Bujinefs : Mr^ Ramble is gone^ and now let us 
^onfder how tofuptly his Place. 

Juftthen Mr.'Conftable came into the Room ; 
^and^ being aoquainted with our Mi$foiiuiie, he 
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put on his officerical FacC) and cry'd out, ($ 
that I had inown this Yeflerday ! Lookye^ tTye 
fiej if I had^ he Jbould have been whipt at the 

Cart s Tail My power could do it d'yefee^- 

Lookjey if hi comes through tins Town in fix ' 
Months-r-^-inJix Mofahsy d'yejii ; I'll t^ach him 

to run away fromins Colours / know the Law^ 

iye feC' — But you all know my Power \ I could 

deem you all Vagrants hut d^yefie^ don^t be a- 

fraid ; I won't — But if I r^/cvWRamble 77/ 

Ramble A/;w, J^yt fee. He was going on with 

a further Detail of his own Power, when Mr. 
Idle came in, and told us, there was a Gentle- 
man in the HoiiTe, who had juft left a Company 
about Forty Miles oS^ and would be glad to make 

one widi us, if we would permit him.^- This 

feem'd -^ Fortunate Hit, for it was impoffible to . 
on without Ibme Affiftance ; fo we, one and all, 

sfir'd the Gentleman to walk in. 

While Mr. Idle went with our Meflage, I faw 
the Company in great Expedlation of Diverfion, 
from this new Recruit ; buti begg'd-they would 
not laugh, or ridicule the young Man, let him be 
good or bad, left they mould put him out of 
Countenance. I gave 'cm this Caution, bccaufe 
with the Generality of JAftors, nothing is a higher 
Jeft than a new Performer.™By this the Youth 
appear'd. 

To give a particular defcriptien of his Drefs 
and Figure, I am afraid, would be raUier tedious, 
than diverting ; fo I fhall only fay, to give you a 
Uttlc Idiea of him, that he was not above five Feet, 
high ; a very thin Face, which he had made 
furious with an extravagant KhevenhuUer Hat ; 
a grcafy Frock, with a dirty Silver Binding ; 
ragged V elvet Breeches % and Silk Stockings, hill 
t£ Holes. He enter'd the Room with an eafy Con- 
fidence 
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fidence, faluting us by the Name of Brother- 
Comedians: Then, very Familiarly, faluted the 
- Women. This he did without Oppofition, 'till 
■'he came to Mifs Whiffle j who fairly turn'd her 
Back upon him, and would not permit the Com- 
pliment ; which, fo far from ftiockfng him, he 
turn'd offwitfi a Smile, ^^ving. Welly my Dear^ 
wejhall be better acquainted joon. 

Here Grammar whifper'd me— -J/r. Loveplay / 
hope you are fatisfied we jharCt put the Youth 
out of Countenance. 

I afk'd him if he was ftudied in many Charac- 
ters; and how long he had been upon the Stage— 

5/r, reply'd he, lam ready in more Chara^ers 
than will ao your Bujinefs for this Seafon. But 
in what Way^ fays Mr. Broad \ Tragedy or Come- 
dy? O, anfwer'd the Youth, both^ both; lamd 
true Garrickonian. Then pray^ Mr, Onion, faid 

Grammar^ give us a Tajle of your polity,- 

With all my Hearty faid he ; will you have a 
Start or a Die ?- — O, a Die^ by all Means^ faid 
Grammar \ do you die^ and we'll Jlart. He then 
proceeded to the laft Speech of Lothario ; which 
he performed with fuch ftrange Sounds, unac- 
countable Grimace, and ridiculous Stops and 
Starts, that any one would have thought he had 
got the Twiftino; of the Guts. 

When he had done, without ftaying for out 
Opinion, he call'd out. The Figure is like; Ha! 
you know the Original: But lam no Copy^ upon 
my Honour; but Nature will be Nature^ you 
know. — 1 might have been engaged in London, but 

1 could not have my Choice of Chara^ers : Bejides^ 
my Organs are better in the Country ; the Air a- 
grees with me vajlly, — Yes^ indeed^ faid Grammar ^ 
your Organs are very fit for a Country Church. — 
And you really^ continued he, think that Die, as 

O .s^** 
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Jw« ciflf k, lih Mr. G~-.-. Tts^ rcpl/d th6 
YQEth, I think I may venture i(t Jajihat.-^^Ani 
pkxyy &id Ctammary %vho tMyoufp ^ for I am 
fur< ypu never fmv himi or^ tf y^^ hcevfi^ if you^ 
4^n tahino better a Copy Jiicjt toyoiirQum Original^, 
itr ^Ifi you may chance to ^vt and he, daoux'd^ This. 
€A^ Expreffion of Granofiar's (iet the whol^ Com- 
pany a laiighiDg ; and Mr. Conftable,^ haying a 
Mm4to &^w Ws Wijt, up»icdiatpljr ^fwerM 
Right J rights Mr. Grammar ;. and tf any (if my^ 
Family %iuas tc cKei fii dhefuy Iwmldnot alhw 
iim()hri/Iian Burial. This was,fpIlow-d by an- 
^th^jr Roar ; for tho' we had hithertalaugh'd at 
Mr. Conftoble, and taken every Opportunity of 
^verliing ourfelv^ with his Oddity, ycC now, a$ 
^ Benefits drew n^ar, evi^ one wa3 ftriving 
for his favour, in hopes to engage hi^ Intereft ; 
therefore you muft not wonder, if, upon this Oc- 
cafion, each cndeavour'd to give the grealeft 
Applaufe to his Wit : And^ indeed it was worth 
their whije, for he was one of thofe od4 
^tnm^h^ who will do more with Folly and Im- 
pertinence, than a better Man, though as warm 
in your Intereft^ could with Modefty and Gbodr 
fenfci 

I faw my Hero, was a litde fluttered with 
•this Vein of Humour ; for, though he feem'd 
to have a great Share of Vanity, it was not fufr 
•ficient to make him quite blind, but that he 

could fee the laugh was at his Expencc. So, 

after whifpering my Brother Manager, I took 
him afi^e, and engaged him as one of our 
Company* 

I fixt upon Lord Totunly for his firft Part, 

and gave him three Days to be ready in it;; 

which, he &id,; w^ as much Time as he defir'd, 

:Mj Reafon for allctting him this ChaTa£ler, 

vvas. 
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was. The Play had been defir'd by fome of our 
beft Patrons, aftd would have been perform'd 
in a few Days, had Mx^ Ramble continuM m 
our Cortipany. 

The next Morning he came and told me 
he was perfeft in the Part; biit begg'd he 
might not rehearfe it 'till the Day of Perfonjianccr 
By which I found the Mirth his (fyivg Speech had 
occafion'd, ftuck by him, and he was afraid 
of a fecond Scene of the fame fort, I promised 
to comply with his Requeft ; and, to make hiitt 
more eafy, agreed to rehearfe with him by 
myfelf that Night ^ which I did, and found a 
great deal in him capable of Improvement. 

The Morning he defir'd, a Rchearfal was^; 
fummon'd, and he began his Part with great 
Fear and Sufpicion of meeting with Ridicule |^ 
which I had promised to proteft him ftom^ 
but was uncapable of keeping my Word ; for, 
before he had finifh'd the firft Speech the 
Drawer of the Inn brought me a Letter, which^ 
1 knew, at the firft Look, to be Mr. VaUn* 
tine*s Hand, and I retir'd to my Chamber^ witte 
great Impatience to read it* 
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